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es through Valladolid, where he pays a Viſit to his old 


Maſter Doctor Sangrado, and accidentally meets with 
3 Manuel re e Director of the ene | 
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departure from the metropolis . of. pain, 
P with my faithful ſectetary,. for the Aſtu⸗ 
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. rias, the Duke of Lerma was promoted t to 
the dignity of Cardinal by Pope Paul V. 


a TR very deſirous of eſtabliſhing the, inquibei "ion | 


in the kingdom of Naples, inveſted that miniſter, With 
the purple, to induce him to obtain the conſent of King 
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Philip to fo praiſe-worthy ' an undertaking. 1 was 
thought by every one who was well acquainted with this 
new member of the ſacred college, as well as me, that 
it was an admirable acquiſition to the church. 

Scipio being fonder of ſeeing me in a brilliant poſt 
at court, than buried alive in a country houſe, did all 
in his power to perſuade me to appear before the Car- 
dinale when his Eminence, ſaid he, obſerves you out of 
priſon by the King's order, he will think it unneceſſary 
any longer to affect to ſeem incenſed againſt you, and 
may take you again into his ſervice. | My friend, ſaid 
I, undoubtedly you have forgot upon what conditions I 
was ſet at liberty; you may very well remember that 
I was to depart from the two Caſtiles immediately. 
Beſides, do you imagine I am already diſguſted with 
the thoughts of living at Lirias? You have heard me 
more than once declare, that if the Duke of Lerma 
.would reftore me to his favour, and even offer me the 
place of Don Rodrigo de Calderona, I would not ac- 
cept of it; and I am till of the ſame way of thinking. 
I am oe to bend my courſe towards Oviedo, 
in ſearch of my father and mother, and to retire after- 
wards with them to the neighbourhood of [Valencia - 
If thou art ſorry, my friend, for having united thy for- fu 


tune to mine, thou needeſt only ſpeak. I ſhall divide 8a 
my caſn, of which thou ſhalt have an half, and thou yo 
mayeſt tay here, bogs do all in thy ir to een thi 
thy fortune. l 

Theſe words wee n he big How! ole 
can you imagine that 1 would forſake you when you go. mt 
into retirement? Your ſuſpicion does my zeal and af- | ve 
ſection great injuſtice. | What! Scipio, that faithful H 
ſervant, who, to be a partner in your misfortunes; mi 


would willingly have img; god himſelf in the tower of as 
Segovia with ; you; {ii I: | (EPL 
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you to a retreat that promiſes him innumerable de- 
lights? No, no, I am not in the leaſt deſirous of dif- 
ſuading you from your intention. I confeſs I was 
to blame for adviſing you to appear before the Duke of 
Lerma; but it was only to diſcover whether ſome ſeeds 
of ambition did not ſtill remain in you. As you are 
therefore now quite weaned from all thoughts of gran - 


deur, let us fly from the court as haſtily as poſſible, and 


go enjoy thoſe pleaſing and innocent * wo n 
we have formed ſuch noble ideas. 3 
Accordingly we ſet out ſoon after, in a chaife apt 
by two mules, and conducted by a young man, whom 
I took into my ſervice, to augment my retinue. We 
ſept the firſt night at Alcala de Henares, and the ſe«- 
cond at Segovia; from whence, without ſtopping to pay 
my reſpects to the generous Tordeſillas, we went on to 
Penafiel upon the Duero; and the day following enter» 
ed Valladolid. When I beheld: this city, I could not 
help fighing, which Scipio perceiving, deſired to know 
the cauſe. My lad, faid I, my conſcience ſecretly re- 


proaches me for having praCtiſed- phyſic here a long 


time: methinks all the patients I have murdered are 
going to riſe out of theic tombs to kill me. What ab- 


. ſurd ſtuff! exclaimed my ſecretary; truly, Signior de 


Santillane, you are too conſcientious. - Why ſhould: 
you repent of having followed your buſineſs? Obſerve: 
the oldeſt phyſicians, are they troubled with ſuch ſeru- 


ples of conſcience? No, ſure: they go on ſtill at their 


old rate, with the utmoſt tranquillity, - laying all their 


miſcarriages upon nature, and claiming: n nge * 
you patient that recovers. 


Doctor Sangrado, my old maſter, refined L vn L 
muft own, exactly of that ſtamp, and I followed his 4 
as near as poſſible. He daily ſaw a ſcore or ne 


die under his hands, without the leaſt concern. He 


3 


4 r ADVENTURES. 


gy h 8 


had ſo great an opinion of the excellence of blesliag 3 


in the arm, and copious draughts of water, Which he 
called his two ſpecifics for every kind of giſeaſe, that 
inſtead of ſuſpecting his remedies, he only thought his 
patients periſhed by neglecing to drink enongh, and 
not having been ſuſſiciently hlooded. Scipio burſt in- 
to a loud fit of laughter at this, ſaying, that this ſame 
. Sangrado muſt have been a very extraordinary per- 

1 told him, that, providing Dr. Sangrado Was 
fil e if he had the leaſh cutioſity to ſee him, 1 


would . introduce him, + When we arrived. at- Vallado- 


lid, we made enquiry about the doctor, and found he 
Was ſill alive, though very old, having given over buſi- 
neſs; and that four doctors. had come to ſettle there, 
who practiſed. ; in a quite. different manner, t With 


as little ſucceſs as he. We reſolved 20 Kay chere next 


day, in order to reſt our mules, and about ten o'clock. 
next morning, we waited upon the doctor, whom we 


tound ſitting in an eaſy chair, with a book in his hand. 


As ſoon as he perceived us enter, he got up to meet 
us, and. walked remarkably ſtrong and firm, for a man 


know our commands. Why, ſays 1, doctor, has your 
memory failed you with regard to me? 1 had once the 
bonour to be one of your pupils. Cannot you remem - 
ber one of the name of Gil Blas, who lived with you? 
Upon ſaying ſo, he ſaluted me, and was glad'to fee me, 
inquiring at the ſame time how I had employed my 
time ſince I left him, not doubting, but that I had be- 
come a proficient in phyſic. I informed him, that not- 


very ſtrong reaſons had kept me from it. I am ſorry 


for it, replied Sangrado, for by this time, with the 
principles you imbibed from me, you muſt have be- 


@ 
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of his years, being now above ſeventy. : He deſired to 


withſtanding my inclination led me to that practice, yet 


come a very expert phyſician, if OS had not fo much 
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Tucci from he right Metpbch as to have fallen into he 
practice of chymiſtty.” O'ny fon; What a woefulchatige 3 


pides clamubunt * here ate ſereral wh call themſelves 


2 phy car of antimony. © Currus” triumphalis antimo- , : 
N | ; edi '. con- 5 


uſed by khe anelents; and they no make üſe of emeties 

and kermes, in the room of thoſe-purges; which were 
before gentle and benign. In ſhort; the whole practice 

now is gone into a heap of confuſion, every one uſing 


Preſcribed by out ancient maſters. © © + - 


though out of mere complaiſance for Dr. Sangrado, 


allchymical mediciaes. You muſt knoui that my grand- 
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has happened within. theſe few years! It grieves me to 
the very beatt. The art is now robbed of all its ho- 
nour and dignity; chat art which' was at firſt inrented 
for the preſervation of man's life, is now fallen a ſacti- 
fice to preſumption,” raſhnefs, and every ignoramus. 

They ate come to ſach a pitch, that T expect the very 
ſtories will ſpeak againſt them, and there cabals. La- 


phyſicians, that have” Joked themfelyes to the trium- 


ni. Thoſe make the While Þ 
i in kifowing only how to prepare bree drugs. 
They are truunts from the Tchoot of Paracelſus, and are 
new turned adbrers of kermes. The only eracustion 
they uſe is Bleeding at the foot, which was ſo ſeldom 


his own. methods, inſtead' of thoſe which were  fof "woe 
This comical declaration had almoſt ae me laugh, 


joined him in exclaiming againſt kermes, without 
knowing what it was. Seipio obſerving that I made 
myſelf merry at the doctor's expence, had a mind to 
hare with me in it; aequainting Dr. Sangrado that 
he was a near relation to a phyfician of the-old prac- 
tiee, and would chearfully join him in revolting againft 


uncle (reſtchis ſoul) was ſo warm a friend of Hippo- 
crates, Tue ood "out es to commence acts of 
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ed, and I became more common than he could well ima» 
gine; for the ſurgeons being mad with the ambitious 
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| hoſtility againſt ſuch ignorant quacks. What diſorder 


muſt ſuch wretches as theſe create in civil ſociety! 


The doctor replied, that notwithſtanding he had pub- 


liſhed a book againſt thoſe diſorders, yet they ſtill rag- 


principle of becoming doctors, are ſo vain as to give 
kermes and emetics; and juſt as the maggot bites 
them, add blooding at the feet. Nay, they are ſo in- 
fatuated as to mix kermes with their cordial potions; 


and this contagion has ſpread even among the cloiſters. | 
Some of the religious are turned both apothecaries and 
zurgeons, and pretend to ſtudy medicine. They are 


alſo dabblers in chemiſtry, by which they compound 
pernicious drugs in ſuch a manner as to ſhorten the 
lives of the reverend fathers. You may eafily perceive 
what havock all thoſe muſt make in the ſixty monaſte- 
zies which are in Valladolid, by thoſe emetics and 


blooding at the feet. I replied, I muſt own, Dr. San- 


grado, that you have very good reaſon'to be angry with 


thoſe murderers of mankind, and I aſſure you I heartily 


Join in condoling with you, upon your juſt apprehenſi- 
ons for the loſs of mankind, who are apparently ſo 
much in danger, by departing from a method which 
you uſed to preſcribe. And as bad money proves de- 


ſtructive to the commonwealth, may Heaven avert the 
miſchief that may attend ſuch practices, which threaten 


the total ruin of phyſick. 
At this inſtant a maid - fervant entered with a ſilver 
falver, upon which were placed two bottles, one of wa- 


ter, and the other of wine, with ſome light bread. Af- 


ter he had eaten a little, he mixed a glaſs two-thirds of 
water and one of wine, which he drank. I immediate- 


Iy found fault with him, for altering his way of life, 


he who had all along beenan enemy to wine, and uſed 
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to reflect greatly againſ.i thaſe who called i it the milk of 
old age, affirming in his writings: that ae e; 
ed a natural G 

He replied, by way of excule, that I — 170 obſerve 
hes mixed his wine with water. Io this. I anſwered, 
You certainly muſt have forgot, that i in the book which 
. yau, publiſhed, you faund fault with the canon Sedillp 
for drinking wine, though it Was diluted. With water, 
I perceive now you have altered your qpinian, and. find 
that wine, if taken in Dodetaslage can never, be Perni- 
cious. 
4 The Doctor ſeemed to be conſoundod, not knowing 
What reply to make. Upon which I changed the git- 
caurſe, and took my leave of him, recommending it to 
bim to keep up bis gqurage, and oppoſe, thoſe ne prac- 
_ titioners with all his might, and telling him, that if that 

empirical race ſhould ſucceed in ruining true diſcipline, 
yet he would have the conſolation, that be bad done all | 
in his power to preſerve it in its original, purity. As | 
my ſecretary and I were returning to out inn, 0 g=. 
cidentally met with a venerable old man, about  fixty 
Years: .of - .agEg walking with. his eyes fixed upon the 
ground, and a roſary in his hand. This grave perſon 
happened to be no other than Signior Manuel Grdon- 
nez, that worthy director of the hoſpital, of whom re- 
ſpectful mention is made in the firſt volume of my bi- 
ſtory and adventures. I accoſted him with the beft 
compliments I could think of, but he could not recol- 
le& who I was, till I informed him that I had lived in 
his houſe, when he had Fabricio Nunez in his ſervice. 
He replied with a contemptuous ſmile, I remember you 
now; you. were both arch wags, and playad, many droll 
tricks. Pray what is become of him now? I muſt own, 
that I have ſometimes. dreaded what he might bring 
himſelf . | 
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* 1 replied, that the reaſon 1 had for ſtopping him in 
the ftreet was to let him know what he was about. I 


informed him, that he was grown a very ſmart fellow, 
and was now a compoſer of miſcellanies in proſe and 
verſe, comedies and romances, and was in great eſteem 
amongſt people of faſhion. Ordonnez ſtopped me here, 
and aſked how he kept his credit. He ſaid he made 
not the leaſt doubt of his cringing, complaiſance, and 
flattery, but was afraid that would avail him as little 
with regard to his ſupport as his works, and that he 
e one day or other he would come to the hoſpi- 

I was obliged frankly to own, that I believed he 
was as poor as Job, poetry having frequently brought 
young people into thoſe circumſtances; and that I be» 


"Heved he would have done much better in his 1 


"and by this time might have grown very rich. 


He replied, I own I had ſome regard for him, ind 
would have advanced him, if he had not ſet up for a 
Wit; for that after he had compoſed a comedy, which 


met with approbation, his head was ſo turned, that he 


"believed himſelf to be another Lopez de Vega, and de- 


-manded his diſmiſſion; chuſing rather to live upon the 
vapour of public applauſe, than the real and ſubſtantial 
advantages that my friendſhip would have procured him. 
All the rhetoric that I was maſter of had no effect upon 
bim; he ſeemed determined to quit the ſubſtance for 
the ſhadow. I have a full proof of this in one whom 
'T have taken in his place; though I muſt confeſs he has 
'not ſo much underſtanding as Fabricio, yet he has more 
prudence; for by his being punctual in his duty, and 


careful of pleaſing me, I have advanced him to two pla- 


ces; which he now enjoys in the hoſpital, the leaſt of 
which is more than enough to maintain a prudent man, 
ds 8 he be encumbered with a family. 
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cal Blas. 1 on 7 Juurnen, * gets a ” 0. 
5 | viedo. In what Condition he found his Parents. His | 
Z | Father. dies; „ the Conſequence of bis Death. 


E wee four days on our journey from Vola · 
dolid to Oviedo, and met with no accident on 
the Toad; though che Spaniſh proverb fays, That thicyss 
mel travellers who. baye money at à great diſtance. . 
Vet there was a pretty good prize to be had; and two _ 
inhabitants of: any ſubtetranedus habicarion might ea 
' have taken our doubloons; for 1 bad not learhed to be 
courageous at court; aud Bertrand my mule-griver did 
not appear to have 3 ſpirit to riſk his Ife in defending 
"his maſter's purſe. Scipio Was the only” raced . 
us who had any reſelut.en. 5 
It was late When we got to town; and we put wp 
= an inn near to my uncle Gil Perez the canon.! - 0 
wanted to know in what ſituation my patents were be- 
"fore: F went to ſee them; an for that pur poſe couſd 
net have applied to more proper perſons than the land - 


* 
ns 


. lord and Jandlady of the inn; who 1 knew were well : 
1 acquainted with their neighbours* affairs. Indeed the 
he landlord, after viewing me {ſome time, remembered me, 
4 and ſaid, by St! Amania de Padua? this is the ſeß of 
4 ' the' honeſt groom Blas of Santillane: Tes indeed, ſars 
. the landlady, it is him he f is not much altered; - It is 
of that little briſk boy, who had more wit than bulk. 
T think I ſee him ſtill comirig with * bade to bring . 


- wine for his uncle's ſupper. -* 
* You are bleed with a five memory, 1 aid I, 
bu I bebte that 3 you would acquaint me about my" farsi- 8 
| * | 
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ly; my parents no doubt are but in a poor condition. 
That is very true, replied the landlady. In whatever 


bad condition you may think that they are, words cans 
not expreſs their diſtreſſed fituation. The palſy has 
deprived that good old man Gil Perez of the uſe of his 


fide, and he ſeemingly cannot live long. Your father, 


who has lately lived with that canon, has got a catarrh, 
or, to ſpeak more properly, is juſt a dying: and your 


mother, who is not in a very good ſtate of health, 1s o- 


bliged to attend on them both. 


The hearing of this diſmal relation made me feel 


that I was a ſon. I leſt my equipage with Bertrand at 
the inn, and, accompanied by my ſecretary, who would 
not leave me, went to my uncle's.” As ſoon as my 
mother ſaw me, a ſecret emotion, which I cauſed witk⸗ 
in her, informed her of my preſence, before ſhe had 
diſcerned my features. Son, ſaid ſhe in a mournful 
manner, after having embraced me, come and ſee your 


father give up the ghoſt: you are come time enough to 
be ſtruck with that affecting ſight. After ſhe had thus 


_Taid, the took me into a chamber, where the unhappy 


Blas of Santillane was juſt breathing his laſt. He lay 


on a poor mean bed, that too well denoted the poverty 


of a groom. Although he was then ſeized with the 


pangs of death, he was not yet quite deprived of his 
. ſenſes. My dear, ſaid my mother to him, here is your 
ſon Gil Blas, who aſks your forgiveneſs for the uneaſi- 
neſs that he has occaſioned you, and intreats your bleſ- 
ſing. At theſe words, my father opened his eyes, 
which were juſt going to be ſhut for ever, and fixed 
them upon me; and perceiving, notwithſtanding the 
pain he was in, that I was affected at the loſs of him, 


he appeared moved at my concern, and would have 


ſpoke, but could not. I took hold of his hand, and 
whilſt 1 bathed it with my tears, not being able to ut - 


r W r LA AE. a 
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9 n 8 L 46. 1 
ter a ſingle word, he üer as if he had only os till L 


arrived. n 14413 9114: 


My mother had been too long, in 3 af this 


event, to be immoderately grieved at it. I was per- 
haps ſorrier than ſhe, although my father had never 


given me the leaſt token of friendſhip in his life. Not- 
withſtanding that, my being his ſon was reaſon ſuffi- 
.cient for me to bewail him. I é could not refrain from 
blaming. myſelf for not having helped him f in his diſ- 


treſs; and when I conſidered that I had been ſo hard- 
hearted, I viewed myſelf as a monſter of ingratitude, er 


rather a parricide. My uncle, whom I afterwards, be- 
held ſtretched out upon another mean bed, and in a 
wretched condition, gave me freſh ſorrow. | Unnatu- 


ral ſon! ſaid I to myſelf, conſider for your puniſhment 
..- condition your parents are in. If you had beſtow- 


ed on them a ſhare of the ſuperfiuous: riches, you were 
in poſſeſſion of before your impriſonment, , they might : 
have enjoyed conveniencies which the prebend's income 
could not afford them; and it Fiat Perhaps Joe 

lengthned your father's Hife. 93 
- The unhappy. Gil Perez. was grown A chil abein, 
and was deprived of both his memory and judgment. 
To no purpoſe did I preſs him between my arms, and 


give him all imaginable marks of eſteem, he was 'inſen- 


fible of them all. When my mother informed bim 
that I was his nephew Gil Blas, he looked in my face 
with a childiſh air, but made no anſwer, If. the ties of 
love and gratitude had not obliged me to be ſorry ſor 
an uncle to whom I was ſo much indebted, I. could not 
have beheld him in a condition ſo worthy of. ME 
ſion without feeling the emotions. of PAY») acts” 
Scipio was ſilent all this time; he ſhared i in my tow 
ble, and with a mutual fenſibility returned me Ggh for 
ſigh. But as 1 imagined, that my mother, ae 1 
A 6 | 
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ing fo long abſent, would like to have ſome converſa- 
tion with me, and that a man being preſent, of whom 
"the knew nothing, might make her uneaſy, I took- 
"him aſide, and ſaid, Go, my lad, to the inn, and repoſe 
thyſelf, while I continue here with my mother; ſhe 
will likely not think your company agreeable in a con- 
"verfation that will be wholly upon family-affairs. 

Scipio retired immediately, leſt he ſhould have made 
ak uneaſy ;* and we that. minute entered on a conver- 
"ation, which continued the moſt part of the night. 
We gave each other an exact account of every thing 
that had happened to us fince I left Oviedo. My mo- 
ther firſt informed me of all the bardſhips the had ſuf- 
fered in the houſes where ſhe had been duenna, and 
alſo of a number of things which I was glad that my 
ſecretary did not hear, although I intruſted him with 
all my ſecrets: but with all the reſpect due to the me- 
mory of my mother, I muſt own that the good old ky e 
Was 2 little tedious in her accounts, and needed not to 
have given me the trauble of hearing three parts of r 
Ts if ſhe had leſt out all the trifling affairs, 

At length ſhe concluded her narration, and I began 
ung in which 1 paſſed pretty quickly over moſt of my 
adventures; but when I came to the viſit which I re- 
ceived. at Madrid from Bertrand Muſcada, the grocer. 
at Oviedo's ſon, I enlarged upon that article a good 
I muſt own, mother, ſaid I, that I gave that 
man but a very poor reception, and he no doubt, out of 
revenge, has given you not over good a deſcription of _ 
me. He did not fail, anſwered ſhe; he ſound you, as 
he informed us, ſo elated with the firſt miniſter of the 
kingdom, that you would ſearcely condeſcend to recol- 
lect him; and when he gave you a particular account 
of our diſtreſs, you heard him with a great deal of in- 
As fathers and mothers, continued ike, al- 


deal. 


difference. f 
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ways ſtrive to excuſe their children, we could not think 


that you would behave in ſo hard- hearted àa manner; 


but your coming to Oviedo confirms our good opinion 
of you, and tlie affection that you at prefent N Te 
ficiently perfeQts your 'vindication,  *© : 


You form too favourable an opinion of me, 810 I; 
what Muſcada informed you is truth. When he — 
to ſee me, my thoughts were wholly employed about | 
making my fortune; and the ambition which had got 


ten full poſſeſſion” of my ſoul would not ſuffer 1 me to 


think in the leaſt of my parents. Ton muſt'nor then be 
much ſurpriſed, if, in this diſpoſition of mind, I did not 
give an over-agreeable reception to a perſon who ad. 
drefſed me with a clownifh air, told me bluntly, that 

he underſtood I was very rich, and came to adviſe me 
to remit you ſome money, becauſe you were in very 


great wants; he even reproached me in ſevere terns 


for my indifference for my family. I was not wen 
pleaſed at the liberty he took, and lofing all _—_ a 
puſhed him out of my cloſet by the ſhoulders. I owh _ 
that IT did not behave right in this affair; I ſhould ra- 
ther have conſidered that it was not your blame, if che 
groter did not know how to behave himſelf, and that 


bis advice was neveitheleſs proper to be followed, though 


it had been delivered in A manner that was not At all b 


agreeable to m. Y 285 


I had no ſooner turned away Niuſcads, than I be- 
gan to repreſent as much to myſelf: the voice of na- 
ture began to ſpeak in your behalf; F recollected all 
my duties to my parents, and bluſhing with ſhame ſor 


having diſcharged myſelf of them fo ill, I felt ſome re- 


morie, which however J have no great reaſon to brag 
of, becauſe it was ſoon extinguiſhed by my avarice and 
ambition. But being ſome time after by the King's 5 
order imprifoned i in the tower of Segovia, I took a dans 
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gerous illneſs; and it. was this happy illneſs, that once 
more reſtored your ſon to your arms, Tes, it was my 
diforder and impriſonment, which have made natu re re- 
ſume all its rights, and have e diſengaged me 
from the court. 

Solitude is now the 3 ambition Itbirſt er 3 
my intention for coming to the Aſturias was purely to 
intreat you to partake of the pleaſures of a retired life: 
if you approve of my requeſt. I will take you to an eſ- 
tate of mine in the kingdom of Valencia, where we 
ſhall live at our eaſe, and enjoy all the conveniencies of 
a moderate fortune. You may eaſily think that it was 
my intention likewiſe to have taken my father thither; 
but figce heaven has decreed it, otherwiſe, let me at 
leaſt have the ſatisfaction of being bleſſed with my mo- 
ther's company, and of having it in my power to com- 
penſate for the time 1 ſpent without being of any uſe 
to her, by all imaginable care. for the future. 5 

I am very much obliged to you for your good in- 
tentions, anſwered my mother, and would willingly go 
with you, did not I ſee ſome objections i in the execu- 
tion of your intention; I will not leave your uncle in 
his preſent helplefs fituation, and I have now too great 

a regard for this country, to leave it: yet as the thing 
deſerves to be duly conſidered, I will at my leiſure 
think of i it. Let us at preſent take care that your fa- 
ther be decently buried. The young man, ſaid I, whom 
you ſaw along with me, will manage that, he is my ſe- 
ceretary, and is very affectionate. and ſenſible; we may 
ſafely depend upon him. 

No ſooner had I ſpoken theſe words, than Scipio re- 
a it being already day- break, and aſked if we ſtood 
in need of his ſervice in the trouble we were then in. 
Ireplied, that he was come in a very proper time to 
teceive ſome important orders I had to give him. He 


at in 3b al 15 


was no ſooner acquainted with the buſineſs, than he 


ſaid, That's enough, I have already eontrived the whole 
affair, you may rely upon me. Be ſure, ſaid my ma- 


ther to him, that you do not make a funeral that is in 


the leaſt pompous, it cannot be too modeſt for my huſ- 


band, whom every body knew to be in indigent cir- 
cumſtances. 


Madam, replied Scipio, had be been 
poorer than he was, I would not abate a halfpenny of 


the expence; I only regard my maſter in this: he has 


been the Duke of Lerma's favourite, and wy or 


ought to be genteelly buried. 


I commended my ſeerctary's deſign, and even told 
him not to mind the expence; ſome remains of vani - 
ty which I ftill had left broke out on this occaſion: I 


imagined that by burying my father genteelly, who had 


not left me any thing, I ſhould be univerſally adpirec 


for my generoſity.” On the other hand, my mother, 
for all that ſhe appeared to beſo modeſt, was not againſt 


having her hufband buried in a ſplendid manner. We 
therefore left the whole management to Scipio, Who im- 


mediately took all proper means to . a noble , 


ſuperb funeral. 4 
He ſucceeded therein Jun two $87 for 1 a fach 


a pompous funeral, that he brought the whole city and 


ſuburbs on my back; all the inhabitants of Oviedo 
were ſhocked at my oſtentation. This miniſter, fajd 
one, can lay out money enough on his father's funeral, 


though he would give him none to keep him alive. 
He ſhould rather, ſaid another, have aſſiſted bis father 
while he was living. 


In ſhort, they did not {pare the 
moſt ſevere reproaches, every one had his ſay ing. Nei- 
ther did they ſtop here, they abuſed Scipio, Bertrand, 


and me, as we were returning from the church, load- 
ing us with affronts, and deriding us as we went through 
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who were collected in great numbers about my wade, b l 


my mother was obliged to make her appearance, and 8 - 
declare that ſhe was very well pleaſed with my beha- 255 
viour towards her. Others in the mean time had ba- LEY 
ſlened to the public houfe, in order to demoliſh my = 
- chaiſe, which they no doubt. would have done, if my ing 
landlord had not found means to pacify them, and per all 
"0M them to be quiet. © 5 BY 
The young grocer” was the Perz of my receiving z 
-this ufage, he had given mew ſuch a character of me, 2 
I was fo enraged at my countrymen, that T reſolved to 1 
leave Oviedo as ſoon as poſſible, where perhaps I might 1 
have ſtaid ſome time: T let my mother know ag ' aid 
much, who being herſelf very much chagrined with the ſat: 
diſagreeable reception I had received, was not againft pot 
my making ſo ſhort'a ſtay. The only thing 1 had now ſal 
to do, was how to diſpoſe of her. Mother, fays I, ſince lef 
my uncle ſtands in need of your help, Twill no longer ph 
-urge you to go along with me at this preſent time; but eco 
as by all appearance he won't be long in this world, of 


you mult promiſe that you will favour me with . ha 
company as ſoon as he is dead. 88 ; 
I Will not agree to any ſuch ns. replied my mo- 
ther; I am determined to paſs the remainder of m 
days in the Aſturias, and in abſolute independance. 
Will you not, anſwered J, be miſtreſs of my houſe? ] 
am not certain of that, replied ſhe; yon have only ro 
fall in love with ſome beautiful girl, and marry her; 1 
will be her mother-in-law, and the will be my daugh- 
ter- in- law; our tempers may not agree, and of conſe» 
-quence we cannot live together. You are over fore · 
feeing, ſaid I, I have not the leaſt deſign of marrying 
-but ſhould ſuch a thought come into my head, you may 
depend upon it, that I will oblige her to ſubmit to yon. 
Jou promiſe too mucb, replied my mother; aud 
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„ mould chuſe other ſecurity than yours, for the fulfilling 


„of that promiſe. I would not even anſwer for you, 
d that you would not. fooner take your wife's part than 
15 mine, were ſhe ever ſo. much to blame. | 
2 You ſpeak very right, madam, fays my ſecretary, 
* joining in the converſation; I am of your way of think- 


ing, that tractable daughters-in-law are hard to be 
N found; wheref̃ore to compromiſe matters between you 
and my maſter, ſince you. are quite determined to live 
'S in the Aſturias, and he in the kingdom or Valencia, he 


% muſt ſettle an hundred piſtoles on you per annum, which 
| I will take care to bring to you annually. -. By. this 
j means, though the mother and ſon be a hundred leagues. 


. diſtant from one another, they will both be very well 
1e ſatisfied. The parties concerned approved of the, * 4.48 
poſal, purſuant to which, I advanced her the firſt year's 
V iN falary. This done; departed from Oviedo before day, 
© I leſt the mob. ſhould have uſed. me like another St. Ste: 
er phen. Such was the treatment I found in my own 
ut country; and it may ſerve as a uſeful hint for people 
of the common rank, who aſter having made a fortune, 
ur I have a great defire to return to the place of their nati- 


by rity, and * * to be . of n 
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3® THE AD ENT UAS 


HAP. . he ws Al 


Gu. Blas ſets out for the Kingdem of Panels. a4 * 
_. length arrives at Lirias. A Deſcription of his Seat. 

g M bat Reception he met with, and what ert be 
. found there. 


E ſet ſewartl _ went dy I a i Placens 
tia, and continuing our journey by little ſtas 
ges, got to Segorba at the end of the tenth day; from 
whence the next morning we proceeded to my eſtate, 
which was about three leagues \ diſtant from that town! 
I could perceive, that in proportion as' we approached 
to it, my ſecretary very attentively viewed all the 
country-ſeats he could ſee on either fide of the road! 
and when he faw any one that made a good appearanee; 
he always pointed at it wr his anger, faying, 4 
wiſh that was our retreat. 
Friend, ſays I, I cannot fay what idea you may have 


ok our future habitation, but if you think that it is a 


grand ſeat, I muſt acquaint you beforehand, that you 
are greatly deceived. If you have not a mind to be a 
dupe to your own fancy, repreſent to yourſelf the little 
houſe which Mæcenas gave to Horace in the country of 
the Sabines, and on the banks of the Tyber; 1 have re- 
ceived much ſuch another preſent from Don Alphonſo. 
Then, ſays Scipio, I myſt expect to ſee nothing but a 
cottage. However, rephed I, mind that I have given 


you a very modeſt deſcription of it: and you may now 


judge whether I have deſcribed it exactly or not. Look 
towards the Guadalaviar, and view yonder {ſmall hamlet 
of eight or nine cottages on its banks. That houſe you 


fee there, which has four little pavilions, is my ſeat. 
What the devil! ſays my ſecretary amazed, that is an 


. 


4 


excellent houſe: bekides ha PD air. which its pa- 
vilions give it, it is a fine ſituation, delightfully built, 
and encompaſſed with a country more charming even 
than the neighbourhood of Seville, named the terreſtrial 
paradiſe, by way of excellence. If we even had been 
allowed to have choſen a ſituation for ourſelves, it could 
not have been more to my taſte; its fields are watered 
with a fine ſtream, and a beautiful thick wood lends its 
friendly gloomy covert to ſhade us, hen we chuſe to 
walk in the heat of the day. What a delightful ſoli- 
tude is this! ah! my dear maſtery it is probable that we 
ſhall not ſoon leave this place. It gives. me pleaſure, 
ſays I, that our retirement pleaſes you Net you do. 
not yet know all its charms. 929 "re 

While we were thus convetſing, we came near the 
houſe, whoſe gate was immediately. opened, as ſoon as 
Scipio had let them know that, I was Signior Gil Blas 
of Santillane, come to take poſſeſſen of my ęſtate. 
When this name was mentioned, the perſons who 
heard it reſpected it ſo much, that they admitted my | 
Chaiſe into a ſpacious court»yard,.. Where I alighted; 
then leaning very magiſterially on Scipio, and. looking 
as big as Alexander the Great, I went into a parlour, 
where ſeven. or eight domeſticks appeared. They let 
me know that they were come to pay their reſpects to 
me as their new maſter; that Don Cæſar and Don Al- 
phonſo de Levya had hired them for my ſervice; one 
as cook, another as under- cook, a third as; ſcullion, a 
fourth as porter, and the reſt as valets, with orders not 
to take any money from me; thoſe two noblemen be- 
ing determined to defray whatever FI I ſhould be 
at in houſe-keeping, | 

Mr, Joachim, which was, the name of be 8 
the head of theſe domeſtics, and ſpokeſman for them 


all. He informed me, that he had laid in a good ſtock 
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of ths beſt wines in Spain; 4dr Is to eltivh] ke 
hoped ſuch an artiſt as him, who had been cöök fit 
years to the biſhop of Valencia, ſhould ktiow how to 
make ragouts that would be agreeable to m palate, 
and give a new edge to my appetite. I 25 MN give 
you a fample, Sir, ſaid he, of my kill.” Take à wal 
While dinner is preparing, look at your houle, and fee 1 
if it be in a condition proper to receive you. 
I leave the reader to judge whether. I followed thi 
advice or not; and Scipio, more curious than I, took 
me from room to room. We went through the whole | 
houſe, from top to bottom, without leaving the leaſt 
place, at leaſt as we imagined, unviſited, by our felf. 
intereſted curioſity; and F had reafon' every where t 
admire the generoſity of Don Cæſar and his ſon. A. 
mong other things two apartments took my fancy, which 
were very genteelly furniſhed, and yet not magnificent 
One of them was hung with. a'Flemilh «tapeſtry, and 
had a velvet bed and chairs, all in very good condition, 
although they. had been-made when tlie Moors were in 
Poſſeſſion of the kingdom of Valencia. The furniture 
of the other room was as antient: it conſi ſted of an old 
Feit of yellow Genoa damaſk hangings, with a bed and 
eaſy-chairs of the ſame. adorned with blue ſilk fringe, 
All theſe things looked very well there, and appeared 
very valuable, though they would rights been be 
at very little in an inventory. ä 
After we had thoroughly Sea every things "hy 
feeretary and I went back to the parlour, whets a cloth 
was laid with two covers. We fat down at table, and 
immediately olla. podrida was brought in, which was fo 
good, that we pitied the archbiſhop of Valencia for hes 
ving loſt the cook that dreſſed it. We indeed were 
very hungry, which made us think it better than per- 
haps we ſhould have done. My new * e 


14 
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us | full bumpers of excellent wine at ee morſel we 
ate. Sy adn ; 

.. Scipio. gurl. not diſcover. 1 them. ihe inward 

aſure he felt in ſo,delightful. a ſituation. however, 
p erpreſſed hamſelf to me by ſome very eloquent looks, 
and I by the ſame language let him fee that I was .ag 
well. ſatisfied as. himſelf, . A. couple: of fat quails, with 
2 little leyeret, of, an excellent flavour, made us leave 
the alio, and fir ed our repaſt. When. we bad eaten 
and drank, like two hunters, we got up from: table, and 
went to walk im the garden, and take our afrernogs' 5 
nap in ſome cool and. delightful ſhade: . 

If my ſecretary was delighted with —— kg had. ag a 
he was ſtill more ſo when he ſaw the garden... He 
thought it enen as good as that of the Eſcurial. It is 
true indeed, that Don Czar, who often came to Lirias, 
took a great deal of pains in oruamenting it n Lhe 
walks all well gravelled, and bordered. with orange 
trees, a large baſon, with a brazen lion in the middle, 
which ſpouted. in great ſtreams, the beauty of the flow 
ers, and variety of the fruits all very much delighted 
Scipio; but he was above all charmed with a long 
walk, which was continued: by. an eafy deſcent to a 
ſarmer $ lodge, who. took care of the eſtate; and this 
walk was ſhaded from the Kcorching heat. of the ſun by 
ſome large trees, whoſe leafy branches, mutually inter- 
woven with each other, ſhut out the day, and afforded 
no more light than a pleaſing gloom. , As we were 
making an eulogium on ſo convenient a place to ſhelter 
us from che heat, we ſtopt, and fat down at the root of | 


an elm, where-leep found no hardſhip in ſurpriſing. 


two young men, who had j J uſt made an excellent dinner. 
About two hours afterwards we were awaked out of | 
our 1 with the e of a number of 1 DW 


3 


which they had juſt heard. 


THE. ADVENTURES. by 


we immediately got up, and in order to {ce bat! it wasj 
went to the farmer's houſe, where we found eight or 


ten countrymen, all inhabitants of the hamlet, Who 


were aſſembled together, and were firing and ſcouring 
their ruſty pieces, to celebrate my arrival, the news ot 


of them, they having ſeen me more than once at this 
ſeat, as ſteward to the lords of Leyva; wherefore as 
ſoon as they perceived me, they all immediately cried 


out, Health and happineſs to our new maſter, Who ig 


welcome to Lirias. Then they loaded their pieces as 


gain, and faluted me with a general diſcharge. I res 
ceived them in as gracious a manner as I could,” but 
with a grave air, not thinking it proper to make myſelf. 


too familiar with them. I told them that they might 


depend on my protection, and I diſtributed: emp 


toles among them, which I dare ſay they thought was 
the moſt agreeable part of my behaviour. This done, 
I left them to throw away more of their powdery atid 


_ withdrew with my ſecretary to the wood, where we 


walked about till night, without being wearied with 


beholding nothing but trees, ſo greatly were we charms 


ed at firſt with the poſſeſſion of an eſtate newly acqui- 
red. 
ſcullion, were buſy in making ready for us a ſupper 
ſtill more excellent than our dinner; and we were 
greatly amazed, when we returned to theparlour where 


we had dined, to ſee four young partridges ſer upon a 


table, with a ragout of capons on one ſide, and a fri- 
caſſee of rabbits on the other; after which a ſecond 
courſe was ſerved up, conſiſting of marinated pullets, 
pigs ears, and cream chocolate. We drank abundance 


of Lncena, and other forts of good wine; and when 


we found that we could not bear more without preju- 
dicing our healths, we thought of going to bed. Then 


I was known by the moſt 


0 1 L 6 7 | 


my berate taking candles, conducte- 
tecleſt apartment, where they Pe who ſhould be 
the firſt to undreſs me; but when they had given me 
my. night-gown and cap, I diſmiſſed them with a ma- 
giſterial air, ſaying, Gentlemen, you may be N 1 
want nothing more of you to- night. 5 

i ſent them all away but Scipio, whom 1 kept to talk 


2 * K 8. 2 * Sn 8 & K. 


et in the leaſt wiſh ſo; it is not at all agreeable to me, 
ut that my benefaQors ſhould be at ſo great charges on 
elk my account; it would be making an ill uſe of their ge- 
ht I neroſity: beſides, L could never do with ſervants who 


il. are to receive their wages from others; I ſhould not 


as think that I was in my own houſe; befides, I did not 


cook, a ſcullion, and one valet is ſufficient. Although 
have been always maintained at the expence of the go- 
of the alteration T intended making in my family. 


This affair being ſettled; he retired: from — en 
and went to * n. 


ted me to the gen- 


with a little ; I aſked him hom he liked the treatment 
I had met with by the order of the lords of Levys ? 
Indeed, ſays he, I think you cannot be better; I only 
wiſh that it may laſt long. I replied; that 1 did not 


76, come hither to live in ſuch a buſtle. Have we any oc | 
td I caſion for ſuch a number of ſervants? No: Bertrand, a 


my ſecretary would have been very well pleaſed to 


rernor of Valencia, he was not againit my delicacy on 
that head, but complying with my ſentiments, approved = 
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He goes to Valencia to . the Lords of Levy. The 


eee he had with them, and the 1 Reception 
be met with from Seraphina. 


AvING undreſſed, I went to eds e not 
being at all inclined to ſleep, I gave myſelf up 


to my reflections. I reprefented to myſelf the friend 
ſhip with which the lords of Levya repaid my zeal for 


their ſervice z and being ſenſibly penetrated with the 
freſh proofs they had given me of their eſteem, deter- 


mined to go and pay my reſpects to them the next 
morning; in order to ſatisfy the great defire 1 had to 


thank-them. 1 likewiſe felt before-hand the pleaſure 
of ſeeing Seraphina 3 3 but theſe thoughts were not 


pure; 1 could not think without uneaſineſs, that ] 


muſt at the ſame time be obliged to face Signiora Lo- 
renca Sephora, who perhaps had not yet forgot the ad- 


venture of the box on the ear, and would not be overjoy- 
ed to ſee me again. At laſt my mind was ſo tired out 


with theſe different ideas, that! fell aſleep, and did not 
awake till after the ſun was riſen. | 

I immediately got up, and all my ebene ta · 
ken up about my intended journey, made what haſte 1 
could in dreſſing myſelf. I was-no ſooner done, than 


my ſecretary entered my room. Scipio, ſays I, you; 


ſee a perſon who is preparing to ſet out immediately for 
Valencia; I cannot be too quick in paying my reſpeQs 
to the noblemen to whom I owe my ſmall fortune; 
whatever time I put off in diſcharging this duty, ap- 


pears to accuſe me of ingratitude. As for thee, friend, 
I will do without your accompanying me thither, re- 
main here in my abſence, and in about eight days 


7 
* 
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a real affection. 


vou will alloy me to give it to you again. 
reaſon? ſaid he. 


{ + $$:SaflurSlak Srmoe. © 


will return to thee again. Go, Sir, ſays he, pay your 


reſpccts to Don Alphonſo and bis father, who ſeem ſo 


ſenſibly affected with the zeal any one ſhews for them, 
and are ſo very grateful for the ſervices you have done 
them. We cannot ſhew too much eſteem for- perſons 
of that character, they are ſo hard to be found. I then 
ordered Bertrand to make ready, and while. he was 


pyoking the mules, I drank my chocolate. This done, 


I got into my chaiſe, after having told my ſeryants to 
reſpect my ſectetary as myſelf, and obey his commands. 

I got to Valencia in lefs than four hours, and pro- 
ceeded immediately to the governor's ſtables, where 1 


_ alighted, and left my equipage; this done, I bid the 


ſervants conduct me to that nodleman's apartment, where 
he then was with his father Don Cafar,. I opened 
the door, and without ceremony entered, accoſting him 
in theſe words: Servants, ſaid I, never ſend any body 
before them to inform their maſters of their coming; 
here is one of your old domeſtics makes free to pay his 
reſpects to you. So faying, I would have thrown my 
ſelf at their feet, but they would not allow me, and 
each of them embraced me with all the expreſhons of 
Well, my dear | Santillane, ſaid Don 
Alphonſo, have you been at Lirias, taking poſſeffion of 
your eſtate! Les, my lord, I replied, and I beg that 
For what 
Is there any thing diſagreeable in 
it, that gives you a diſtaſte to it? Nat in itſelf, ſaid I; on 
the contrary, I am delighted with it to the laſt degree; 
all that diſpleaſes me therein is to ſee cooks to archbi- 
ſhops, with three times as many ſervants as I have oc- 


caſion for, and which are of no kind of fervice, but to 


put you to a charge as conſiderable as uſeleſs, *' + 
If you had accepted, ſays Don Czar, of the penſion | 


of two 1 8 ducats Which we W 0 A at 
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Madrid, we ſhould have been contented with giving 
you the eſtate, with the houſe as it is now furniſhed ; _ 


but you know you would not accept of it, and we 
thought that we could do no leſs than recompenſe you 
in ſome other way. It is too much, replied 1; your 
goodneſs ought. to be contented with the preſent of this 
eſtate, which is ſulhcient to gratify the utmoſt of my 


wiſhes; but notwithſtanding the great expence you 


are at in keeping ſo many people, I vow to you, that 
they incommode and trouble me. In ſhort, continued 
1, my lords, either accept of your eſtate again, or con · 
deſcend to let me enjoy it as- L may think proper. 1 
d theſe laſt words with ſuch a grave air, that 
the father and ſon, who had not the leaſt intention to lay 
me under any reftraint, at laſt agreed that nn do 
as T thought proper in my own houſe. 
As I was thanking them for being ſo good as to + 
low me this liberty, ichen which I could never be at 
enſe, Don Alphonſo interrupted me, ſaying, My deat 
Gily Blas, I will introduce you to a lady, whe w1ll be 
very glad to ſce you. When hehad thus faid, he took 
me by the hand, and conducted me to Seraphina's a» 
pirtment. Madam, ſaid the governor, I believe you are 
as well pleaſed as Jam with our friend Gil Blas's com- 
ing to Valencia. He may be very certain of that, an- 
ſwered ſhez time has not made me forget the ſervice 
he did me, and to my gratitude for that 1 add the ag» 
knowleigment I owe a man to whom you have been 
ſo much obliged, I told the governor's lady, that I was 
overpaid for the riſk J had run with her deliverers, in 
expoſing my life for her. After à number of compli» 
ments on each ſide, Don Alphonſo. took me again from 
S-raphin?'s apartment, and we went to Don: Ceſar, 


whom we found in a parlour with a number of gentle 


men, who were come to dine with him. 


Cl 


r TH $0. TO RT OY 


— 


S K 4 


W IEE 27 


Theſe gentlemen all behaved very politely to me, 


and were the more civil, becauſe Don Cæſar informed 


them that I had been one of the Duke of Lerma's prin-. 
cipal ſecretaries. The moſt of them likely knew that 
it was by my intereſt that- Don Alphonſo had got the 
government of Valencia; for every thing is diſcovered 
in time. However that be, we were no ſooner ſet 
down at table, than all the converſation turned, upon 
the new Cardinal; ſome commended, or at leaſt affec- 
ted to commend, him, whilſt ochers only beſtowed ſome 
faint praiſes on him, that n to n a ng in 
the tail of them. ; | 

I could calily perceive chat their zntemting; was to 
get me to give my opinion of his eminency, and to en-: 
tertain them at his expence. I could willingly, have, 
ciſcloſed my ſentiments on that head, but I kept ſilence, 
which made the company ng that I was a ole diſ- 
creet young: many . TR £6 

When dinner. wag over, he 2 went home t to 0 


their aſternoon's nap, and Don Cæſar and his, ſon being 
inclined to do the ſame, retired to their own apartments. 


As for me, I had ſo great a deſire to go and ſee a city 
waoſe beauty I had heard ſo much of, that I went out 
of the governor's palace,” with an intention to wal 
through the chief ſtreets, and ſce what was moſt curi- 
ous therein. However, I was ſtopped at the gate bj. a 
man, who ſaluted me, ſaying, Will Signior Gil las 
allow me to pay my reſpects to him Iniked him whe! 
he was. I am valet de chambre to Don Celar, faid 
he; I was one of his footmen while you.:was, his {tews 
ard; and every morning made my court to you, an you. 
was very kind to me; I was accultamed to let you know 
every thing that paſſed in the houſe. I date ſay. you 
have not forgot that I informed you one day how the 
ſurgeon of the village of Leyva was admitted e 
B 2 | 
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28 THE'ADVENTURES. 


mto Signiora Lorenca Sephora's chamber? I remem- 
ber it very well, faid I; but now we are ſpeaking of 
that duenna, what is bits of her? Alas! anſwered 
he, after you went away the poor creature felt into a 
declining, and in a ſhort time died, more lamented by 
Seraphina than by Don Alphonſo, who did not appeat 
to be much affected at her death. 

Don Cæſar's valet de chambre having thus acquain- 
ted me of Sephora's melancholy exit, made an apology 
for having ſtopped me, and left me to continue my 
walk. I could not avoid fighing, on remembring that 
unhappy duenna, and bewailing her fate. I charged 
myſelf with her misfortune, without thinking that it 


was the cancer rather than my Ty that 1 was the oc- 


caſion of it. 


I faw with pleaſure all that appeared to be old | 
My eyes were agreeably ' 


ef looking at in that city. 
entertained with the archbiſhop's marble palace, as well 
as the fine piazzas of the exchange; but my attention 
*was moſtly taken up with a large building which I ſaw 


at a great diſtance, and into which a number of people 


entered. T went near it to ſee if I could find out the 
reaſon why ſuch a great crowd of people were aſſembled 
there, and was ſoon ſatisfied, by reading theſe words, 
written in gold letters over the door, La Poſada des los 
repreſantes, or the playhouſe: and that it was adver« 
tiſed in the bills, that there was to be performed that 
night, for the firſt” __ a new tragedy of Don Gabriel 
Triaquero- 8. 
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il Blas goes tothe 7 zeatre, where be by a new Trage- 


dy performed. What Succeſs 1 it met with ; m the Tad. 
lic Taſte fron "01 


* 


Staid a ſhort time at the door, to ſee the —_ that 

went inz and perceived that they conſiſted of all 
ſorts, TI obſerved cavaliers of a genteel appearance, and 
well dreſſed, and ſome figures again that were as ordi- 
nary as their clothes they wore. . I ſaw ladies of diſtinQ- . 
ion alight out of their coaches, to go into the boxes that 
had been beſpoke for them; and ladies of pleaſure, who 
went with an intention of alluring. cullies, This con- 
fuſed erowd of ſpectators of all kinds, made me have 
an inclination to increaſe the number. The governor 


and his lady arrived, when I was taking a ticket, and 


ſeeing me in the crowd, made me be called, and carried 
me along with them into their box, where I ſcated my- 
ſelf behind them, in ſuch a manner that I might peu 
to either of them with caſe. 

The houſe was very full, the pit being chropged, * 
the ſtage crouded with knights of the three military or- 
ders. Here is a great aſſembly, ſaid I to Don Alphon- 
ſo. You need not be amazed at that, replied he; for 
no ſooner a new piece of Don Gabriel Triaquero ap- 
pears in the bills, than the whole city of Valencia is in 
a flutter; the whole converſation is about the piece; all 


the boxes are beſpoke; and it being the firſt night of its 


repreſentation, the people crowd one another to death to 


get in; although all the places are at double prices, except 
the pit, which they dare not diſoblige, ſo much do they 
ſtand in awe of them. 


What fooliſhneſs! ſaid I to the 
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governor ; this great curioſity of the public, this impa- 
tlence to hear every new production of Don 'Triaquero's, 
gives me a great opinion of the genius of this poet. 
When we were thus converſing, the performers made 
their appearance; upon which we were immediately ſi- 
lent, that we might liſten to them with the more atten- 
The ſcene was no ſooner drawn up than the ap- 


plauſes began; the actors were clapt at every verſe; but 


you * 


at the concluſion of each act there was ſuch a thunder 
of praiſe, that one would have imagined that the thea- 


tre would have fallen down. When the performance 


was over, they let me ſee the author, who went modeſt- 


ly from box to box, preſenting his head for the laurel 

chaplets, which the gentlemen and ladies were ew” 

ring to crown it. | 
Fromthence we wentto the governor's palace, whither 


three or four knights immediately followed; there alſo 


came in two old authors, who were in great reputation 


in their way, and with them a gentleman of Caſtile, who 


** 


was very ſenſible, and had a good taſte. 


The conver- 
ſation during ſupper was ſolely about the new play. Gen- 


tlemen, ſays a knight of the order of St. Jago, what is 


your opinion of this tragedy? Don't youthink that it de- 


ſerves to be called a finiſhed piece? Sublime thoughts, 
tender ſentiments, manly verſifications, wanting in no- 


* 


ges muſt be pleaſed with. 


In ſhort, it is a performance that all good jud- 
I dare ſay every body is of 


thing. 


the ſame opinion, ſaid a knight of the order of Alcanta- 
ra. This piece is full of ſpeeches that appear to have 


been dictated by Apollo himſelf, as well as of amazing 


incidents that are introduced with a great deal of art. 
I will leave it to this gentleman, continued he, addreſ- 
: ſing himſelf to the Caſtilian, he appears to be a judge; 


I will lay any thing that he is of my way of thinking. 
Do not wager, Sir, anſwered the gentleman with a fare 
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| caſtic ſmile: I do not belong to this: country; we are 


not in ſuch a hurry about deciding matters at Madrid: 
Inſtead of judging of a piece that we have ſeen but onee 


performed, we are diffident of its beauties, while it is on 


Iy in the mouths, of the actors; however good our opi · 
nion may be of it, 
have peruſed it, as indeed we are not always ſo agreea- 


bly entertained with the ee ie, as in ſeeing it acted. 


on the ſtage. | 
We are very nice in examinin g a poem, cats be 


before we ſet; any value upon it; though the author be 


in ever ſo great repute, it eannot blind us. When Lo- 


cz de Vega himſelf and Calderona wrote new pieces, 
We met with ſtrict judges in their greateſt admirers, 


who did not praiſe them till 1 woe chat their 
works merited it. 


Oh! by St. Francis]. 5 are not ſor fearful hack as 


you at Madrid, lays the knight of the order of St. Jago, 


we have not patience to wait till the piece is printed to 


paſs ſentence on it; we have no ſooner ſeen it once re- 


preſented, than we exackly know its value. It is not 


even needful that we ſhould pay a great deal of atten- 


tion to it; it is enough that we are certain that it is a | 
piece of Don Gabrie!'s, to be convinced that it is fault- 


leſs. This poet's works ſhould ſerve as an æra from 
whence to date the riſe of a good taſte, YourLopez's and 
Calderona's were not fit to be compared with this great 
maſter of the ſtage. 

The gentleman who viewgd Lopez de Vega and Cal- 
derona as the Sophocles and Euripides of the Spaniards, 
was offended at this raſh aſſertion. What a dramatic 
ſacrilege is this! ſaid he. Gentlemen, ſince you will 
make me judge like yourſelves from the firſt repreſenta» 


tion of a piece, I muſt inform you, that this new tragedy 
of Don Gabriel's does not pleaſe me. It is filled with 


we never Paſs ſentence on it till we 
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32 T HE ADVENTURES. 


paſſages that are more ſhining than folid. Three parts 


of the verſes ate either bad, or the rhimes not correct; 
the characters are either ill · conceived or not well _ 
mo and the thoughts often very obſcure. ' 


The two authors who were at table, and who rough | 


a modeſty as commendable as uncommon, had been ſi- 


Tent, left they ſhould be ſuſpeCted of jealouſy, could not 


avoid diſcovering their eſteem of the gentleman's judg- 
ment with their eyes; which made me conclude, that 


their ſilence was more occaſioned by their policy, than 
from the perfection of the play. As for the knights of 
Alcantara and St. Jago, they began to praiſe Don Ga» 


hriel, whom they even ranked amongſt the gods. This 


extravagant apotheoſis and blind idolatry made the Caſ- 


tilian quite out of patience; and raiſing his hands to 
heaven, he exclaimed in a kind of enthufaſm, O ſublime 
Lopez de Vega! rare and exalted genius, who has left 
an infinite ſpace between thee and all the Gabriel's, 
who would preſume to contend with thee? and thou, O 
Calderona! the elegance and pure ſweetneſs of whoſe e- 


Fic poetry is not to be imitated, do not be afraid that 


this new nurſling of the muſes will ever be able to de- 
moliſh the altars erected to thy honour. He will be 
very lucky, if poſterity, whoſe delight you will one day 


be, as you are now ours, do ſo much n to 


hear his name once mentioned. 


This odd apoſtrophe, which nobody thought of, fer 


the whole company a-laughing after which they got up 


from table, and went home. As for me, I was taken | 
by Don 'Alphonſo's order to a genteel apartment, that 


had been prepared for me; there I found an excellent 


bed, in which I ſoon fell aſleep, lamenting, like the 


Caſtilian gentleman, the injuſtice which a parcel of ig- 
norant wretches did to Lopez de Vega and Calderona, 
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-4; Et Blas 15 "wailing through the Strazts, . meets. 4 


Friar, whom es imagine: he knows ; who this Friar 


Got up che next morning, and went Weil a view a- 
gain of the city, as I had not ſeen the whole of it 


the night before. As I was executing this intention, 


I ſaw a Carthuſian friar in the ſtreet, who no doubt was 
going to attend the buſineſs of his ſociety. He walked 


with his eyes fixed on the ground, and had ſo pious an 
air, that he attracted the attention of every body. As 


he chanced to paſs very near me, I looked attentively at 
him, and imagined that I ſaw in him my old acquaint- 


ance Don Raphael, that adventurer, whom I have alrea- 


dy mentioned in the two firſt volumes of: my hiſto- 


ry, = 
I was ſo much ed 0 auc with this W 55 


ter, that inſtead of ſpeaking to the friar, I was quite mo- 


tionleſs for ſome time, which | roms him an opportunity 
to get a good way from me. Good heavens! ſaid 1, 
were ever two faces liker each other? What muſt 1 
think? ought J to believe that it is Raphael? or can T 
bring myſelf to imagine that it is not him? I had too 
great a deſire to be informed of the truth of this affair, 
to continue long in this doubtful ſituationz wherefore 
I enquired the way to the Carthuſian monaſtery, owhi- 
ther I immediately repaired, thinking that I ſhould have 
another fight of my gentleman,” when he returned thi- 
ther; and was fully determined to ſtop him and ſpeak 
to him. However, I had no occafion to wait for his 
returning, to be informed of the truth; for I was no 
B 5 


— 


. n * * . * bp 
N r ** 
c aps. FC, _ . I 
a = — k 


b, "mr* 
Ye. 


34 THE ADVENTURES 


— 


ſooner at the gate of the convent, than I ſaw another face 


of my acquaintance, which cleared me of this uncer- 
tainty; for in the friar who performed the office of por- 


ter, I perceived Ambroſe de Lamela, my old footman. 
We were equally ſurprized to find one another ſo un- 


expectedly i in that place. Is it no miſtake? ſaid I ac- 


coſting him; is it really one of my old friends whom I 
ſee? He did not recollect me at firſt, or rather he af- 
fected not to know me; but thinking within himſelf 


that this feint would be endleſs, he put on the air of a 


perſon who on a ſudden recollects any thing he had for- 


gotten. Ab! Signior Gil Blas, ſays he, pardon me for 


not knowing you; J have inſenſibly loſt the remembranee 


of all wordly affairs, ever ſince I lived in this holy place, 


and applied myſelf to diſcharge thoſe duties which are 
preſcribed us by our rules. 


It. gives me a great deal of pleaſure, replied. "Ig to ſee 


you again in ſuch a venerable dreſs, after a ſeparation 
of ten years. And Jam aſhamed, replied he, to appear 


cloathed in it, before a perſon who knows the idle life 


I have led: this dreſs continnally reproaches me with 
it: alas! added he, fetching a profound ſigh, in order 
to have been truly worthy to have worn it, I ſhould have 
always lived in innocence. What you have ſaid, ſaid 
I, gives me pleaſure; it is very evident, that the finger 
of the Lord has touched you. I repeat it again, I am 


rejoiced at it, and have a great deſire to know in what 
a ſurpriſing manner you and Don Raphael have fallen 
into the right way; for I am now certain it was him 
whom] met in the ſtreets a few minutes ſince, dreſſed in 
a Carthuſian habit. I am vexed that I did not ſtop him, 
and ſpeak to him, and am now ſtaying here for his re- 
turning; in order to make amends for my neglect. 
Tou were not wrong, replied Lamela, it really was 


Don Raphael whom you ſaw; and as for the particulars 
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they were quite detached from the groſs pleaſures of 


greatly perplexed. Some emotions, that are quite new 
to me, agitate me in a ſtrange. manner: and I now for 


Ah, dear Ambroſe, replied my comrade, we are two 


time; and let us from this very day begin to labour ſee . 


0 GIL BEAS: | E?2 


you want to know of our converſian, it was thus. Af 
ter having quitted you naar Segorba, the ſon of Lutin- 
da and I took the road to Valencia, with an intention 
of giving that city ſome new ſample of our expertneſs 
in our profeſſion. Accident, or rather Providence, would 
have it, that one day we went into the Carthuſian church, 
while the monks were ſinging pſalms in the choir. We 
were greatly taken with the ardent zeal with which they 
prayed, as alſo theit dejected looks, which ſhewed that 


this age; and the calmneſs that reigned in their coun- 
e evidently nee the . 4 their 
comſcie nat Ene F © : 44 Hy 

As we were making theſe; e we fell into a 
deep reverie, which was of great advantage to our ſouls. 
We compared our lives and conduct with thoſe of theſe 
good fathers, and the difference we found between them 
troubled us with forrow and vexation. Lamela, ſaid 
Don Raphael to me, when we were come from church; 
bas what you have ſeen made any impreſſion on you? 
As for me, I cannot conceal it from you, my mind is 


the firſt time of my whole life upbraid myſelf with 
155 wickedneſs. I am much in the ſame ſituation, ſaid 

I; the iniquities I have committed now riſe up in judg- 
ment againſt me, and my heart, which never before was 
ſenſible of remorſe, is now upon the rack therewith. 


ſtrayed ſheep, whom the heavenly Father in his great 
goodneſs intends bringing back to his ſold. It is he, 
dear Ambroſe, it is he who ſummons us: let us liſten f 
to his voice; let us give over our wicked ways; let us 
forſake the libertiniſm that we have lived in till this 
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riouſly at the great work of our ſalvation; we mat went 


the: remainder of our time in this n neg TE: . 

it to a pure repentance. fo. 
I was greatly pleaſed with Raphael's FAO FIDE con- 

lived Friar Ambroſe, and we immediately determined 


to turn Carthuſians. We were ſo exact and conſtant in 
complying with the rules of the order, that we were 
admitted among the novices. We were ſo well con- 


tented with our ſituation, and ſo full of zeal, that we 
ſuſtained with fortitude the labours of the time appoint- 


ed for our trial. We were afterwards profeſſed; which. 


done, Don Raphael appearing to be of a genius adapt - 
ed for buſineſs, was choſen to aſſiſt an old father, Who 


then ſuperintended the affaics of the family. Lucinda's 


ſon would have rather choſen to have been always pray 


ing, but he was under the neceſlity of ſaeriſicing his ar- 
dour to devotion for the good of the convent. He in 


a ſhort time got ſo great a knowledge of the affairs of 


the houſe, that he was thought capable of ſucceeding 


the old father, who died three years afterwards, in rran- 
He actually at this time exer- 
ciſes that employment; and indeed he acquits himſelf 
jn it to the great ſatisfaction of all the good fathers, ho 
applaud his conduct very much in the tranſaction of our 


ſacting all theit affairs. 


temporalities. What is very amazing is, that although 
he is inveſted with the power of gathering our revenues, 


his thoughts appear to be wholly taken up with eterni- 
ty. Whenever he is the leaſt at leiſure from his buſineſs, 
he employs it in the moſt profound meditation : in ſhort, 
he 1 is one of the devouteſt members of our community. 
Raphael now appearing, tranſported me ſo much, that 


I interrupted Lamela. Here he is, faid I, here he is, 
that juſt ſteward, whoſe arrival I impatiently waited for. 
At the ſame time I went and embraced him. 
ceived me with a very good grace, and without being in 
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the leaſt ſurpriſed at meeting me, ſaid with a a full 
of ſweetneſs, Thanks to Heaven, Signior de Santillane, 
thanks to heaven for the pleaſure I have in ſeeing yon 
again. Indeed, dear Raphael, replied I, your good for- 
tune gives me a great deal of ſatis faction: Friar Am 
broſe has informed me of ybur converſion: and this u- | 
count has delighted me. What a bleſſing it is, that 
you two may flatter yourſelves with the proſpect of be- 
ing in that ſmali number of the Me: * hwy one ay 
enjoy everlaſting happineſs! 4h 
Two ſuch miferable mortals as wits Py _ eon of 
Lucinda with a very humble air, ſhould not have any. 
ſuch hopes; but the Father of mercies pardons ſuch fin- 
ners as repent. And you, Signior Gil Blas, continu- 
| ed he, do not you alſo expect to be forgiven for all the 
+ WM crimes you have committed agrinſt him? What buſts 
neſs brings you to Valencia? are not you unhappily buſi- 
ed in ſome dangerous employment here? No, thanks 
be to heaven, replied I, ſince I quitted the court I have 
lived like an honeſt man; ſometimes I enjoy all the 
pleaſures of 'the:country; at an eſtate 1 have a ſmall dif. 
tance from hence, and ſometimes I come hither to ſpend 
a few days with the governor of Valencia, who is 1 | 
friend, and whom you both very well know. - + 
Then I.related to them the ſtory of Don Airbag Fe. 
de Leyva, to which they very attentively hearkened; 
| and when I informed them that I had carried back the 
three thouſand ducats from that nobleman which we had 
ſtolen from Samuel Simon, Lamela interrupted me, and 
addreſſing his diſcourſe to Don Raphael; Father Hilary, 
: ſaid he, by this I think the merchant bas no reaſon to 
3 complain of a theft that has been reſtored to him-with 
. uſury; and we may both of us have peaceable conſcien- 
a ces on that head. Indeed, faid the ſteward, Friar: Am- 
1 broſe and 1 ſent fifteen hundred ducats privately to Sat 
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muel Simon, before we came into the convent, by a 
worthy clergyman, who was ſo kind as to take the trou- 


ble to go to Telva to make this reſtitution: ſo much 


the worſe for Samuel, if he has been guilty of finger- 
ing that ſum after Signior de Santillane had reimbur- 
ſed the whole. But, ſaid I interrupting bim, are you 


certain that he got the fifteen hundred ducats? I do 
not in the leaſt doubt it, ſaid Don Raphael; I would an» 


ſwer for the clergyman's integrity, as much as for my 
own. I would alſo be bound for him, ſaid Lamela; 


he is a devout prieft, and is/uſed to be truſted with things 
of this nature, inſomuch that he bas had two or three 


law ſuits for caſh truſted to his cares "wn he wn 
with coſts. 


I continued tb with them. foo; a Jittle, W 


longer, and then parted; they conſtantly exhorting me 
to fear the Lord, and I recommending myſelf to their 
devout prayers. From thence I went immediately to 
Don Alphonſo. You cannot think, ſaid I, with whom 
I have been ſo long converſing; I am juſt come from 
two venerable Carthuſians of your acquaintance; one of 
them is called father Hillary, and the other friar Am- 
broſe. Tou are wrong, ſaid Don Alphonſo, I do not 


know any Carthuſian whatever. Forgive me, replied 1; 
you have ſeen Friar Ambioſe, commillary of the inqui- 


ſition at Xelva, and father Hillary his ſecretary. - Good 
Gods! ſaid the governor amazed, is it poſſible that Ra- 


phael and Lamela ſhould be turned Carthuſians? Ves 
indeed, replied I, it is a good while ſince they were pro- 


feſſed, inſomuch that the one is a ee, and the vrane 


a porter of the conveut. 1 1 x4 bas 

Don Cæſar's fon was penfive for a ſhort times N 
0 his head „he ſaid, It appears very likely to me, 
that this commiſſary of the inquiſition and his ſeoretary 
intend playing ſome new prank here. You judge of 
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them with prepoſſeſſion, replied I; as for me who have 
bad ſome converſation with them, I think more favour- 


ably of them. It is true indeed that one cannot ſee. 


into people's hearts, but ſeemingly they are two con- 
verted rogues. 'That may be, faid Don Alphonſa; there 
are many licentious men, who, after having diſgraced 
the world by their lewdneſs, ſhut themſelves up in con- 
vents, to do penance ſeverely for the ſame; I wy our 
monks may be a couple of ſuch libectines 

I ſee no reaſon why they ſhould not, ſaid I. bey 
have of their own free will embraced the monaſtic life, 
and have already lived for a good while like two honeſt 
friars. Lou may ſay what you think proper, replied 
the governor, but I do not think that the convent's mo- 
ney is ſafe in the hands of this friar Hillary, whoſe in- 
tegrity I cannot avoid miſtruſting. When I think of 
the fine account he related to us of his adventures, 1 
tremble forthe Carthuſians. I would as willingly believe 
as you that he has taken the friar's habit with a very 
good intention, but his avarice may be awakened again 


with the fight of the gold. One ſhould never entruſt 


a reformed drunkard with the keys of a cellar. ! - 

In a very ſhort time Don Alphonſo's ſuſpicion was ju- 
ſtified; for the ſteward and the porter ſuddenly diſappear» 
ed with the caſh. This news, which ſoon ran through 
the city, greatly amuſed the laughers, who are always 
pleaſed when any misfortune happens to the rich monks. 
As for the governor and myſelf, we were ſorry for the 
Carthuſians, without bragging of our ever wg been 
acquainted with the two e e 4564535 147 Rn 
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bi n n i bs Cuſtle at Lirias : Salle informs 
him of an agreeable Piece of News, and the Altera- 


710n he makes in his Family. 


Remained abvur eight days at Valencia, living among 


the quality. Concerts, aſſemblies, ſhows, - balls, 


entertainments, and the company of agreeable ladies, 
were obtained for me by the governor and his lady, who 
were ſo fond of me, that they were ſotry to ſee me ſet 
out on my return to Lirias. They even made me pro- 
miſe before they would ſuffer me to depart, to divide 
my time betwixt them and my ſolitude. It was ſet⸗ 
tled, that I ſhould ſpend the ſummer at my eſtate, and 
live at Valencia in the winter; after this agreement; my 
benefactors allowed me to go and enjoy their benefits. 
Scipio, who longed for my returning, was very glad 
to ſee me; and I encreaſed his pleaſure by the juſt ae- 
count I gave bim of the advantages of my journey. 
And you, my friend, how did you ſpend your time 
while I was abſent? Have you been agreeably enter- 
tained? As well, anſwered he, as a ſervant could be, 


I have walked all over your eſtate; ſometimes fitting 
by the fide of the fountain that is in our wood, I have 
been delighted with meditating on the beauty of its wa- 
ters, which are as clear as thoſe of the ſacred ſpring, that 


and ſometimes lying at the bottom of a tree, I have 
hearkned to the ſweet finging of the nightingales and 


who eſteems nothing ſo much as his maſter's preſence. 


makes the great foreſt of Albuena eccho with its noiſe; | 


linnets; in fine, I have been a-fowling,. and angling, 
and what has given me p reater pleaſure than any of 
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theſe Ae eb TI have read Hergen, of books, chat 
were as uſeful as pleuſing 
Here I haſtily interrupted: Scipio, to 180 wider 0 

got the books. I got them, ſaid he, in an excellent 
library, which Mr. Joachim let me ſee in the houſe. 

And whereabout, replied I, can this pretended library 
be concealed? Did not we ſee the whole houſe the firſt. 
day that we arrived? So you thought, reſumed he, but 
know that we only viewed three pavihons, and forgot 
the fourth. It was there that Don Cæſar uſed to fpend 
a good deal of his time in reading, when he came tb 
Lirias; There are a number of good books in this I- 
brary, which have been left you as a certain remedy a- 
gainſt melancholy, when our gardens are ſtript of their 
flowers, and our woods naked of leaves, as there then 
would have been nothing to have entertained you, The 
gentlemen of Leyva have not done things by halves, 

they have made provißon for” the mind as well as 5 
body 4 180 
I was —— delighted with iet news; I aided 
him to let me ſee the fourth pavilion, which pleaſed - 
me very much. I faw there a chamber, which I im- 
mediately determined ſhould be my apartment, as it 
had been Don Cæſar's. That gentleman's bed was ſtill 
there, with all the furniture, that is to ſay, a figured 
tapeſtry, wherein was deſcribed the rape of the Sabines 


| by the Romans, with chairs conformable” to them. 
From this room I went into a cloſet, ſurrounded. with 


caſes full of books, and the pictures of all our kings o- 
ver them. There was alſo hard by a window, from 
which we had a proſpect of a moſt beautiful coun- 
try, and an ebony bureau ſtanding before à large 
ſopha of black Morocco leather; but the library 
was the principal thing that attracted my notice. It 
confifted of books of philoſophy, poetry, and hiſtory, 
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and a great number on chiralry, I imagined: that Don 
Cæſar was fond of this laſt ſort of pieces, ſince he had 
provided fo many of them; and I muſt own to my 
ſhame, that I was alfo fond of them. myſelf, | notwith. 
flanding they are ſo full of extravagancies; whether it 
was owing to my being no very great reader at that 
time, or that Spaniards are for the moſt part too indul- 
gent to whatever has the appearance of being wonder: 
ful and amazing. I ü ſhall however ſay for my own vin- 
dication, that I took more pleaſure in ſuch books as 
had a moral concealed under the maſk of gaiety, and 
that Lucian, Horace, and Eraſmus, were the an 
* gave me the greateſt ſatis faction. 
Scipio, ſaid I, after J had ſeen my library, Hege 1s 
entertainment. fi us indeed; but the firſt thing 1 
we muſt do, is to make an alteration in our family. 
will ſave you that trouble, anſwered he. While 5 
were abſent, 1 ſtrictly obſerved your fervants, and may 
brag that I know them thoroughly. Let us begin by 
Mr. Joachim: I think that he is an idle raſcal, and has 
very likely been turned away from the arehbiſhop's for 
ſome wilful blunders in his arithmetic in his accounts 
of expences: yet there are two reaſons that we mull 
not part with him for; firſt, becaufe he is an excellent 
.eook, and, ſecondly, becauſe I will look ſharply after 
him; I will obſerve all his actions, and he muſt be cun- 
ning indeed, if he cheats me. I bave already informed 
him, that you intend” parting wich three parts of your 
ſervants, and it gave him ſome. uneaſineſs; but howe- 
ver he told me, that having an inclination to ſerve you, 
he would be ſatisfied with half the wages he now has, 
rather than be diſmiſſed from you: chis makes me i- 
magine, that there is ſome pretty young woman in this 
village whom he would not chuſe to leave. As for 
the under - cook, continued Scipio, he is a drunkard, 
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and the porter an arrant rogue, whom we hone no oc- 
caſion for, no more than for that fellow who is hired 
for ſhooting. I can ſupply the place of this laſt very 
well, as I will let you {ſee to-morrow, fince we have 
very good fowling- pieces, with plenty of powder and 


' ſhot in the houſe. With reſpect to the valets, there is 


one of them who is of Arragon,' and appears to be a 
very honeſt fellow, him we will keep; hut for allithe 
reſt, they are ſuch idle rogues, that I would not adviſe 
you to have any thing to do with them, cen you 
had occaſion for a hundred valets. | 

Having carefully conſidered this. affair, we b to 


keep the cook, the ſcullion, and the Arragonian, and 


get quit of all the reſt: this was done that very day, by 
means of ſome piſtoles which Scipio took out of our 
ſtrong box, and diſtributed in my name. This altera- 


tion being made, we eſtabliſhed order in the family, 


regulated the office of each ſervant, and began to live 
at our own expence. A. frugal table would: have fas 
tisfied me; but my ſecretary, who liked ragouts and 
tid-bits, was not a perſon that would ſuffer Mr. Joa- 
chim's abilities to lie unemployed: on the contrary, he 
kept him ſo cloſe at work, that our dinners and ſup- 
pers reſembled. ſo ang repalls, of the votaries of Epi- 


curus. ; 
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CHAP. MH -- :- 
of the Amours of Gil Blas and the beautiful Antonia. 


HEN I had been two days at my eſtate, Baſi- 
lio the farmer, who rented part of my land, 
came to aſk permiſſion to preſent me his daughter An- 
'tonia, who wanted to have the honour of paying her 
compliments to her n2w maſter. I informed him that 
I would take it kind, upon which he went away, and 
ſoon came back with the fair Antonia; I think I may 
venture to give that epithet to a young woman of a» 
bout ſeventeen or eighteen years of age, who, beſides 


' having the moſt regular features, had an incomparable 
complexion, and very good eyes. She was plainly 
dreſſed; but had an excellent ſhape, amajeſtic mien, and 
certain inexpreſſible graces, which young women are 
not always poflefſed of, ſet off the plainneſs of her dreſß. 


She did not wear any thing upon her head, only her 
"Hair was tied behind, and adorned with flowers, after 
the cuſtom of the Lacedzmonians. 

When ſhe came into my chamber, her beauty amaz- 


ed me as much as Angelica's charms did the knights 


of Charlemagne's court. IF was fo confounded and af. 
toniſhed, that inſtead of receiving Antonia with an ea» 
ſy air, and ſaying kind things to her; inſtead of com- 
plimenting her father, upon being ſo fortunate in hay- 
ing ſo beautiful a daughter, I remained filent; I could 
not ſpeak a ſingle word. Scipio, who perceived my 
condition, took upon him to ſpeak for me, and was at 
the wohle expence of the praiſes I ſhould have be- 
ftowed on this beautiful maid. As for her, ſhe was not 
amazed at the figure I made in my night-gown and cap, 


| and darted an arrow into wy heart ſwifter than light- 
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but ſaluted me ithour beth the leaſt out oY counte- 
nance, and paid me a compliment which quite enchan- 
ted me, although there was nothing uncommon in it. 
However, while my ſecretary, Baſilio, and his daughter, 
were buſy in exchanging compliments, I came to my=' 
ſelf; and as if I deſigned to make amends for my filly: 
behaviour, I went from one extreme to the other. 
Then J launched out into amorous diſcourſes, and ſpoke 
in ſo ardent and lively a manner to Antonia, that Ba- 
filio was ſurpriſed at it, and viewing me as a perſon 
who would ufc all poſſible means to debauch his daugh- 
ter, haſtened her out of my apartment, reſolving _ 
haps that T fhould never ſee her more. 

When Scipio and I were alone together, he with 2 
ſmile ſaid to me, here is another reſource for you a- 
gainſt melancholy. I did not imagine that your far 
mer had fo beautiful a daughter; although I had been 
twice at his houſe, I never ſaw her before. He cer- 
tainty muſt have been at a deal of pains in concealing 
her: and he is in the right on it; for by St. Francis, 
fhe is a nice bit. But, continued he, I ſuppoſe there 
is no occaſion to inform you of that, for you were ſo 
amazed at the fight of her, that you were quite dumb. 
I own it, faid I; Ah! my boy, I imagined that I faw 
fome heavenly creature: ſhe inflamed me in an inſtant, 


ning. 
I pleaſed, replied Scipio, that love has taken 
poſſeſſign of you at laſt; you ſtood in need of nothing 
for to Lijoy perfect happineſs in your retirement but a 
miſtreſs: thank God you are no provided with all 
kinds of conveniencies. I am ſenſible, purſued he, that 
we will have a good deal of difficulty to be too hard for. 
Baſilio's vigilance, but leave that tome; I will anſwer, 
taat before three days are gone, I will get you a ſeeret 
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meeting with Antonia. Mr. Sectetary, ſaid I, it 18: 


probable that you may not be able to make good your, 

promiſe, which is what. J do not intend making trial 
of; I do not deſign to attempt the virtue of this amia: 
ble young woman, who appears to me to merit my. 


thinking otherwiſe in her favour. Wherefore, inſtead of 


demanding it of your zeal, that you ſnould aſſiſt me in 


diſhonouring her, my intention is, by your help, to 


make her my wiſe, provided another has not got poſs: 
I never thought, ſaid Scipio, that 


ſeſſion of her heart, 
you would determine for marrying in ſuch a burry; 
Few country gentlemen in your place/ would deal in ſo 
honourable a manner; they would have no honeſt de- 


Hons upon Antonia till they had tried all others with- 


out ſucceſs. But nevertheleſs, continued he, do not 
think that I diſapprove cf your love, or that I bave any 
intention to put you off your defign; Antonia is de- 
ſerving of the honour you'intend her, if ſhe can give 
you a heart that is not engaged, and is ſenſible. of your 
generoſity. This I will endeavour to be informed of 
this very day, by the diſcourſe * will have wich the n 
Wer. and likely with herſelf. : 

My ſecretary was a perſon very mona in « Ae 


ging whatever he took in hand; he went ſecretly to vi- 


ſit Baſilio, and came to me in my cloſet towards the 
evening, where I impatiently waited for him. He 
looked very chearful, from which I drew a good omen, 


If I may give any credit, ſaid I, to your ſmiling coun - 


tenance, you are come to inform me that I thall foon 
enjoy the height of all my wiſhes. Yes, my dear mal: 
ter, replied he, every thing i is favourablæ. 1 bave been 
with both Baſilio and his daughter, and have informed 
them of your deſigns. The father is delighted at your 
being deſitous of becoming his ſon-in-law; and I can 


make you certain that you are in Antonia's good gia- 
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„ © this rival will never rob you of ,your/miltrels's| heart; 


t Wit is your, cook Mr. Joachim. Ah!, the rogue, ſaid, 5 


falling a laughing this is why he did not chuſe to go 


4 from me. It muſt be. ſo, replied. Scipio; 3 he two or 


three days ago demanded Antonia in marriage, and * 
as politely refuſed him. 


- 


4 465 : 


t With regard to your better ante. baik ſaid, gh", 
ed J, I think the beſt thing we can do is to get quit of 


>= Itbat gentleman, before he hears. of my intention of 
e I marrying. Baſilio's daughter; you know a cok may 


ir, be a dangerous rival. You, are in the right of it, re- 
of plied Scipio, we muſt get rid of him; I will make bim 
a march to-morrow morning before he ſets to work, and 

chen you may quiet yourſelf, both about his ſauces and 
r= bis love. However, loſing ſuch a good cook vexes me 
js Ja great deal; but it does not fignify, I will ſ:crifice, my 
he palate to your ſafety. Lou need not be very ſorry for 
Je his loſs, ſaid I, it is not irreparable; I will order. a cook 
n. from Valencia, who will do as well as he. Upon which 
n- immediately wrote to Don Alphonſo,, and acquainted 
on him that I wanted a cook; and accordingly the very 


en Imy ſecretary for Joachim's departure. 

\ed Although Scipio had informed me that he rd chat 
dur Antonia Wag pleaſed at the bottom of her heart; at the 
can thoughts of having made a conqueſt of her maſter, I 
ta- Neould not entirely depend on his account; I was afraid 


O ye gods! ſaid I, interrupting W and quite 
oje what, am I ſo fortunate. as to {pleaſe that 
lovely young woman? Certainly, repliæd he, the loves 
you already. Ihave not indeed heard her ſay ſo, but - 
when ſhe was informed of your intention, the gaity ang 

chearfulneſs of her looks di ſcovęred t; nevertheleſs, 
continued he, you have got a rival. A rival! cried I 
paſtily, turning pale; Be not diſturbed at that, ſaid he 


al- next day he ſent me one, which. ecke coniolel 
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he had allowed himfelf to be deluded by falſe appears 
* ances; and in order to be certain of what I had ta rely 
on, determined to go and viſit the amiable Antonia 
myſelf. I immediately repaired to Baſilio, and con- 
firmed to him what my fecretary had been telling him, 
The honeft farmer, a-very good man, and full of fin. 


cerity, after having very attentively liſtened to me, al 
| ſured me, that he would beſtow his daughter on me 
with the greateſt pleaſure imaginable; but, continued 


he, do net think that it is becauſe you are lord of the 
manor; I ſhould prefer you before any other ſuitor that 
might. offer, although you were ſtil! only ſteward to the 
lords of Leyva. I always liked you, and the only thing 
that I am ſorry for is, that Antoni will not bring you 
a large fortune. I do not want any, replied I, her 
perſon is the only riches I defire, There is no oces- 
fon for that, ſaid he; J am nor of that way of think 
ing; I am not fo poor, as to marry my daughter in that 


- faſhion. Baklio de Buenotrigoz thank God, can give 


daughter a portion; and I am determined, that if you 
find her a dinner, that the fhall provide you a ſupper: 
in ſhort, the income of this manor is but five hundred 
ducats per annum, and on account of . ung 
will make it amount to a thouſand. 4 | 
My dear Baſilio, faid I, that fhall be juſt as yo 


think proper; we all not fall out about intereſt; well 


are both agreed; all that I have now to do is to gel 
your daughter's conſent. You have mine, ſaid he, that 
is enough. I do not think fo, rephed I; as it was pro- 
per that I ſhould have your's, fo is it alſo that I ſhould 
have her's. Her's depends ſolely upon mine, reſumed 
he; I with I could ſee her refuſe. Antonia, reſumed 
I, in obedience to your paternal authority, is no doubt 
ready © obey your commands; but perhaps ſhe may 
not willingly do it on this oecaſion; and were ſhe eve: 
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(o little againſt the match, I ſhould never n my- 
ſelf for having been the occaſion of making her unhap- 
PY- In ſhort, obtaining her hand with your conſent 


is not fuſficient for me, unleſs her heart go freely along 
with it. Oh! by our Lady, faid Baſilio, I do not 


know the meaning of all theſe difficulties; ſpeak to her 
yourſelf, and you will find that ſhe wants above all 


things to be your wife. Having thus ſpoke, he called 
his daughter, and left her in che room with me. 


That I might make the moſt of ſuch precious time, - 
T came immediately to the point: 


Amiable Antonia, 
ſaid I, let me know my fate; although your father has 


been ſo kind as to give me his conſent, don't think that 


L intend taking advantage of that, to do an injury to 
your inclination. 


owe it to your obedience only. 
ny ſuch thing, replied ſhez your addreſſes give me 


too much pleaſure to make me uncaſy, and inſtead of 
being diſpleaſed at my father's choice, I approve of it. 


I cannot ſay, continued the, whether I do wrong or not 
in talking to you in this manner; but if I'did mot like 


you, I would makefree to ſayſo to you; why then ſhould 


1 not as ſreely own the contrary to you ? 


The hearing of theſe words gave me a great deal of 
pleaſure; I ſet one knee to the ground, and in the 


height of my joy taking one of her charming hands, I 


kiffed it with an air full of tenderneſs and paſſion. 


Amiable Antonia, ſaid I, your frankneſs enchants me; 
proceed in the fame unconſtrained behaviour, imagine 


that it is your huſband that you are talking to, and re- 


veal your mind freely to him without reſerve. May 
I then flatter myſelf that it will give ou pleaſure! to 


ſee your fortune joined to mine? Baſilio coming in 
when I had thus ſaid, hindered me from procealing A 


Vor. Iv. - + 
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De'ightful as the poſſeſſion of you | 
may be, I will renounce. it, if you ſay thezt I muſt 
I cannot ſay a- 
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ny farther. Eager to know What anfwer bis ung 


ter had given me, and fully determined to- reprove her, 
had ſhe ſhewn the leaſt diſlike to me, Well, ſaid be, 
how do you like Antonia? So well, replied I, that l 
will, go and make the preparations that are requiſite for 
our nuptials. So ſaying, I took leave of the father and 
zer, to go and adviſe with Scipio upon that i 


&f ed e W. - e- 


CHAP. IK 


The Nuptials of Gil Blas and the amiable Antonia ; the 
Manner in which they were 'ſolemnized ; with what 
Rejoicings they were attenied, and what Company 
were preſent at them. | 


bd 


N Totoithſtanding 1 had no occnſion 90 . to . 
IX Lords of Leyva for their permiſſion to take a 
2 wiſe, yet both my ſecretary and myſelf were of opi- 
nion, that with good manners I could not do leſs, than 
let them know my defign of marrying Antonia; and 
even out of compliment aſk their-confent. 

Upon this I immediately repaired to Valencia, whos 
they were as much amazed to ſee me return in ſo ſhort 
a time, as to hear the occaſion of my journey. Don 


Czar and Don Alphonſo having ſeen Antonia fre · 


quently, were acquainted with her, and congratulated 
me on having choſen her for a wife. Don Cægſar in 
particular complimented methereupon, ſo that had Lnot 
imagined him to be a gentleman paſt certain amuſe: 
ments, I ſhould have thought that he went ſometimes 
to Lirias to fee his farmer's peg On cath than 
to view his little eſtate; + 

Seraphina, after. having .told me that the would 40 
every thing in her power in what ſhould relate to me, 


* 
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ſaid, that ſhe had heard Antonia greatly I 


but, added ſhe maliciouſſy, and as it were to reproach 
me with the indifference with which I had repaid Sig- 
niora Sephora's paſſion, if I had not heard a great deal 
of her beauty, I could have truſted to youz, for I An 
you are not eaſy pleaſed. 

Don Cæſar and his ſon not only at my ay 
ſign of marrying Antonia, but told me that they, would 
defray the whole charges of it: bidding me go back to 
Lirias, and remain there. fatisfied till I ſhould hear again 
from them. Make no preparations for your marriage, 
ſaid they, leave that to our management... According 
to their defire I returned to my eſtate, and acquainted 
Baſilio and his daughter with what our patrons deßgn- 
ed; after which we waited as patientty: as we cog till 
we ſhould hear from them, 

We received no news from them for eight days< 
however, on the ninth we ſaw a coach drawn by four 
mules arrive, full of mantua-makers, who brought: rich 
ſilks to decorate the bride, and were attended by: {evepal 
footmen, riding likewiſe upon mules., One of them 
brought me a letter from Don Alphonſo, wherein that 
gentleman acquainted me, that he intended being at 
Lirias the next day, with his father and lady, and tbat 
the marriage-ceremony ſhould be celebrated the ſollow- 
ing morning by the Grand Vicar. of Valencia, A» 
greeable to which, Don Cæſar, with bis ſon and Sera- 
Phina, came the next day, with the clergyman, in a 
coach and ſix horſes, preceded by another with four 
horſes, in which were Seraphina' s waiting-Women,.and 
accompanied by the governor's guards. 

No ſooner had Don Alphonſo' s lady come into the 
houſe, than ſhe grew very impaticnt to ſee Antonia, who 
on her fide was no ſooner told of Seraphina's arrival, 


than the came immediately to pay her compliments to 
C 2 . 


Fa, AE in renn 


ber: this ſhe did in fo genteel a manner, that ſhe made 
the whole company admire her. Well, madam, Maid 
Don Cxfar to Seraphina, what do you think of An- 
tonia? Could Gil Blas have made a better choice? No, 
replied Seraphina, they are both deſerving of each o- 
ther; and they certainly will be very happy together, 


Tn fine, every one praiſed my intended ſpouſe; but if 


they applauded her greatly when ſhe had only a plain 


habit, they were yet much more delighted with her 


when ſhe appeared in a'richer dreſs. Her mien was 
fo noble, and her carriage fo eaſy, that one would have 


1magined that ſhe had been accuſtomed to have always 


worn ſuch. | G | 
The happy moment being come, in which I was to 


Tee my fortune joined to her's by a happy marriage, Don 


Alphonſo took me by the hand, and conducted me to 
the altar, whilſt the bride had the fame honour paid 
her by Seraphina. In this order we went to the cha- 
pel belonging to the village, where the Great Vicar 
attended to marry us; and the ceremony was perfor- 
med amidſt the united applauſes of the inhabitants of 
Lirias, and a'l the wealthy farmers in the neighbour» 
hocd, whom Baſilio had invited to his daughter's mar- 
riage. Their daughters came along with them, who 


had drefied themſelves up with fidboos and flowers, 


and each of them had tabors in their hands. We 
came back afterwards to my houſe, where, by the mas 
nagement of Scipio, the ſuperintendant of the feaſt, we 
found three tables denteally ſet cut; one for the no- 
blemen, another for their attendants, and a third, which 
was much the largeſt, for all thoſe who had been invi- 
ted. Antonia, by the deſire of Seraphina, fat at the 
firſt table; I did the honours of the ſecond; and By 
Clio ſeated himſelf at the third with his country neighs 
tour:. As for my on. he did net (it at any f 


them, he only went about from one to the other, em- 


ploying bimſclf in ſerving and pleaſing every one. 

The dinner was prepared by the. governor's own 
cooks, ſo that every thing could not ſail of being right. 
The excellent wines of which Mr. Joachim, had laid in 
a great plenty were drunk in abundance, the company 


began to grow merry, and mirth and jollity reigned” e 


very where, when we were all of a ſudden interrupted 
by an aceident which ſrighted me. Scipio being in the 


hall, where I fat at table with Don Alphonſo's princi- 


pal officers, and Seraphina's women, fainted on a ſud- 


den. I immediately got up to go-to his aſſiſtance, and 
whit 1 was buſy in bringing him to himſelf, one of the 


women fell into a ſwoon. All the company imagined 
that chere muſt be ſome myſtery in the ſudden Imoons 
ing of -thefe two, as Indeed it was oceaſioned by ons 
which was not long in being cleared up. For Scipio 


recovering in a e time, ſaid to me in a low xoice; 
Good Gods! why muſt the happieſt of your. days be tag. 
molt unpleaſing of mine! but there is no ſhunning ones 


deſtiny, continued he. - I have among Seraphing's 8 ve 
men juſt ſeen my wife again. 
What is this J hear, faid I, can it hos ſoz; What, are 


you the huſband of that lady that fell into a ſwoen at 


the ſame time with you. Yes, Sir, rephed he, Lam 
her huſband, and 1 ſwear that fortune could not play 
me a more baſe trick, than to bring her to my ſight a- 
gain. Friend, ſaid I, I am ignorant of the cccafion 
that you may have to complain of your -wife;: but 


whatever reaſon ſhe has given you, for God's ſake, at 


this preſent time, put ſome conſtraint upon yourſelf; if 
you have any regard for me do not diſquiet the whole 


company, by giving way to your reſentment. You ſhall. 
have no-reaſon to find fault with me, replied Scipio, 


you ſhall be a judge whether I can diſſemble or not- 
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He had no ſooner faid this, than he came twwirdy his 
wife, whom her companions had alſo broughr to herſelf, 
and embracingher withas muchaffeCtion as if he aQtually 
had been pleaſed. with ſeeing her again: Ah! my dear, 
faid he, does heaven then unite us again, after having 
been ſeparate ten years? O bleſſed minute! ſays he, the 
happieſt of all my life! I am not certain, ſaid his wife, 
whether you really are glad of having found me again; 
but this I am well aſſured of, that I gave you no reaſon 
to leave me. What! one night you found me with 
Ton Fernando de Leyva, the lover of my miſtreſs In- 
tia, whoſe paſſion 1 ſerved, and you took a notion that 
T hearkened to him, at the expence of yuur honour and 
mine; thereuport your brain was turned with jealouſy; 
you left Toledo, and ſhunned me like a monſter, with- 
out ccndeſcending to aſk me to come to an explana- 
tion upon that head. I would fain know which of us 


two has the greateſt occaſion to blame the other. Tou, 


certainly, replied Scipio. Yes indeed, fays ſhe, it is 
me. Don Fernando a ſhort time after you were gone 
from Toledo married Julia, whom I was with as long 
as the lived; and ſince the died, IJ have been with my 
lady her ſiſter, who, as well as all her women, will 1 in- 
icrm you of my good behaviour. 8 

Scipio, at this diſcourfe, the untruth of which he 
could not prove, behaved in a very becoming man- 
ner. Once more, ſaid he to his wife, I confeſs that 1 
am in the wrong, and aſk forgiveneſs of you before this 


good company. Then I plead in his behalf, and beg- 


ged Beatrice to forget what Was paſt, aſſuring her, that 
her huſband ever after would ſtrive to make her amends 
for it. She conſented to my ſolicitations, and all the 


company approved of the re-pnion of this long ſeparated 


couple.” That it might be the better celebrated, they 
cauſed them to fit next one another at the table, and 
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drank their healths: in fine} every one complimented 
them, and endeavoured who ſhould pay them the great- 


eſt honour; ſo that one would have imagined that the 


ſeaſt had been made rather on account of their reconci- 
lation, than of my marriage. 

The third table was the firſt that broke! up; the 
young lads got up to danee with the country girls, Who, 
with the noife of their tabors, ſoon brought the com- 
pany of the other rooms about them; and animated 
them with thedefire of following their example. Eve- 
ry body was preſently in motion; the governor's offi- 
cers began by daneing with Seraphina's- women, after 
whioh. the gentlemen themſelves. mingled in amongſt 
the dancers. Don: Alphonſo took out Seraphina, and 
danced a ſaraband with her, and Don Cæſar danced a- 
nother with Antonia, who came afterwards and-took me- 
out, and ſhe danced very well, confidering that ſhe had 
juſt learned the grounds of it at. one of her. friends at 
Albarazin. As for me, who, as I have already men- 
tioned, had been taught to dance at the Marchioneſs de 
Chaves's, the whole company looked upon me as an. 
excellent dancer. And for Beatrice and Scipio, they 
liked better to have a little private converſation, than to 
dance, that they might relate to each other what had! 
happened ſince their parting; but Seraphina interrupted 
their eonverſation, and being juſt acquainted with their” 
reconciliation, deſired that they might be brought to- 
her, that ſhe might expreſs her joy thereupon. It is 
an addition to my pleaſure, ſays ſhe, children, on this 
day of rejoicing to ſee you two reſtored to each other. 
Friend Scipio, ſaid ſhe, I return you your ſpouſe, and 
aſſure you that ſhe has always behaved herſelf well: live: 
here with her bappily. And you, Beatrice, devote 
yourſelf to Antonia, and be as much attached to her as 
your huſband is to the Signior de Santillane, . Scipio. 
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after this could not avoid looking upon his dite but as » 


another Penelope, and nn to behave to ber with 
due reſpect. 


The young men and women having 0 all day, 
went home to their reſpective houſes; but the rejoie- 


ing went on at my ſeat, where an excellent ſupper was 


prepared; and when it was time to retire to reſt, the 
Grand Vicar bleſſed the marriage-bed, Seraphina un- 


drefied the bride, and. the gentlemen of Leyva did me 


the fame honour. What was diverting enough, Don 
Alphonſo's officers and Seraphina's maids chuſing to 
amuſe themſelves, took into their heads that Beatrice 
and Scipio ſhould have the ſame ceremony performed 
to themz who, in order to make the ſcene the more 
diverting, very gravely allowed them to undreſs them 
and put them to bed. | - 


| CH A p. x. N 
The Concluſion of the Marriage of Gil Blas and the char- 


8 Antonia. 


The beginning of Scipie's Hiſtory. 


HE Lords of Leyva returned to Valencia the day 
after my marriage, after having given me a thou- 
fand new proofs of their eſteem; fo that Scipio and 1 
were left en at my eſtate with. our wives and fer- 
vants, | 
We bark took a deal of pains to pleaſe our wives, 
and it was not in vain, I in a very ſhort time inſpir- 


ed my wife with as much love for me as I had for her; 


and Scipio by his good temper ſoon made his ſpouſe 
forget the vexation he had cauſed her. Beatrice, who 
was of an obliging pliant temper, had not a great deal 


of difficulty to gain her new miſtreſs's good graces and 
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5 a in fine, good agreement ſubfiſted among 
E us all four, and we began to enjoy a condition worthy 
to be envied: every day glided away in the moſt de- 
lightful amnſements. Antonia was naturally ſerious, 
hut Beatrice and J were very gay; and indeed if ve 
had been otherwiſe, Scipio's preſence was ſufficient! to 
have drove away. melancholy from us. He was an ex+- 
cellent perſon for ſociety; one of thoſe 'droll fellows, 
whoſe appearance is neceiſary to entertain à compaay. 
One day after dinner we took a fancy to go and 
take our afternoon's nap in the moſt pleaſant part of 
the wood; Scipio was in ſuch a good humour, that by 
his entertaining converfation he baniſhed all deſire: of 
ſleeping from us. Be filent, friend, ſaid I, or ſinet you- 
prevent us from taking our reſt, entertain us with fome 
ſtory worthy our hearing. That I will, Sir, anſwer⸗ 
ed he, Would you like to have the ſtory of King Pee» 
5 lagio related to you? I would like better to hear your 
| own, replied I; but that is a pleaſure you have never 
favoured me with yet, and 1 fancy never wille And 
whoſe fault is it? ſaid he. If I have never yet tecoun- 
* ted to you the hiſtory of my life, it is becauſe Jo 
never appeared to have the leaſt deſite to hear it; 
therefore it is not my blame if you are yet unacquain- 
ted with my adventures; and if you haye the leaſt de- 
7 fire to know them, I am ready to ſatisfy you whenever 
you think proper. We took him at his word, and pla- 
ced ourſelves. in order to hear his hiſtory, which _— 
either entertain us, or make us fall afleep. | 
Had I had my own: choice, ſaid Scipio, I * 
: have been the ſon of ſome great perſonage, or at leaſt of 
. ſome knight of the order of St. Jago or Alcantata; but 
8 as we have not the liberty of chuſing our own fathers, 
1] you mult know that I am the fon of Torribio Scipio, 
4 an boneſt ſoldier belonging to the holy brotherhood of 
f 8 8 5 | 
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St. Hermandad. As he was going back and forward 
on the highways, where his profeſſion cauſed him moſt 
conſtantly to be, he by accident met a young gypſey 
between Cuenca and Toledo, whom he thought very 
beautiſul. She was alone, and on foot, and carried her 
whole fortune with her i in a kind of a knapſack. My 
dear, how far do you go with that burthen? faid he, 
foftening his voice, which was naturallyvery rough. Sig- 
nior cavalier, anſwered ſhe, Iam going to Toledo, where! 
expect to gain an honeſt livelihood at one thing or a- 
nother. Your intention; js very laudable, faid he, and 
J make no doubt but that you have more than one 
firing to your bow. Yes, heaven be praiſed, replied 
the, I have many talents; J can make excellent poma- 
tums and eſſences for the ladies; 1 can tell fortunes, 
make the ſieve turn up the ſheers to find things that 
have been loſt; and likewiſe ſhew any body what they 
chuſe to ſee in a mirrour, or a glaſs of water. 
Torribio thinking that ſuch a young woman would 
make an excellent wife for a perſon like him, who could 
ſcarcely live by his employment, though he was very 
expert at it, propoſed to marry her, and ſhe accepted 
of the propoſal; upon which they proceeded as faft gs 
poſſible to Toledo, where they were married; and in 
me you ſee the worthy fruits of this noble union. They 
took a houſe in the ſuburbs, where my mother began 
to ſell her pomatitm. and eſſences: but finding this 
branch not profitable enough, ſhe ſet up fortune-telt- 
ling. Then ſhe got abundance of money; a number 
of dupes of both ſexes ſoon cried up Coſcolina's repu- 
tation; ſo my mother the gypſey was called. People 
were coming every day to get her to uſe her {kill for 
them; ſometimes it was a girl wanted to know whether 


a cavalier who had promiſed her marriage, and had gi- 
ven her ſubſtantial proofs of his love, would perform bis 
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rd promiſe; and forgtimes it was a poor nephew wanted 

{> to know when his uncle, whoſe ſole. heap he was, would 

oy: take his journey for the other world, | "7 
L You may eafi]y 1 imagine that my mother's ordghadies 

r were always in ſavour of the,perſons who took her ad- 

y vice; if they fhould' chance to be right, ſo much the 

e, better, and if they came to find fault with her for fore 
* telling them the contrary of what had come to paſs, 
1 ſhe would anſwer, coldly, that they mult attribute it to 

- the devil, who, notwithſtanding all the conjuration ſhe 

d had made uſe ef to get him to reveal what would come 

e to paſs, was ſometimes ſo ill. natured as to cheat her. 
d When, for the honour of her profeſſion,” my mother 

rn thought it neceſſary that the devil ſhould» appear in 

1 her operations, Torribio Scipio always performed that 
74 part, which he acted very well; the hoarſeneſs of his 
y voice, added to the uglineſs of his face, gave. him An 


air that ſuited what he repreſented. People that were 
the leaſt credulous were always frightened by. my fa« _ 
ther's hideous figure. But unluckily one day there 
came a brutifh. fellow of a captain, who would needs ſee 
the devil, and as ſoon as he appeared, he run him 
through the body. No ſooner had the inquifition heard 
of the devil's death, than they ſent their oſñicers to 
Coſcolina, whom they ſeized; and hkewiſe all her ef- 
fects, and I was put into the hoſpital of Los Ninos “, be- 
ing then but ſeven years of age. There were ſome cha- 
ritable clergymen in that houſe, who being well paid 
for educating poor orphans, were. at the trouble*to teach 
them to read and write. They imagined that they 
perceived ſomething promiſing in me, and on that ag» 
count made choice of me to go their- errands, I cars 
ried their letters and meflages into the city, and 
* was cenie going to one. place or other. They 
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choſe me to make their reſponſes at maſs. Fo recom - 
penſe me for theſe little ſervices, they undertook to teach 
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me Latin; but they went about it in too rude a man- 
ner, and treated me with ſo much. rigour, notwithſtan- 


ding I was: in ſuch uſe to them, chat not being a- 


ble to bear it, one fine day when F was ſent an errand 
Iran away, and inſtead of coming back to the hoſpital, 


T went quite out of 1 by the fuburbs that lead to 
Seville. 


Though I was not yet nine enn of; age, 1 arts; | 


felt how agreeable it was to be free, and maſter of my 
own actions. Indeed J had neither money nor bread, 
but Idid not mind that, as I had no leflon to ſtudy, nor 
themes to compoſe. After walking about two hours, 
my little legs began to tire; I had never as yet made ih 
long a journey; wherefore I was obliged to ſtop and reſt 
myſelf. I fat down under a tree, that bordered upon 
the highway; and there, to amuſe myſelf, took out my 


accidence, which happened to be in my pocket, and di- 


vertingly ran it over; but afterwards, remembring how 
often I had been whipped | in learning it, I tore out all 
the leaves, and criad out in a rage: Ah! thou dog of a 
book, I ſhall never weep again on thy account. Whilſt 
I was thus ſatisfying my revenge, in ſtrewing the ground 
about with declenſions, conjugations, moods, and ten- 
fes, &c. there paſſed that way a hermit with a long 


white beard, a large pair of ſpectaeles on his noſe, and | 


a very venerable air. 


He approached near me; and if be obfarced me ve» 
ry attentively, I examined him alſo from head to foot: 
My little man, ſaid he to me with a ſmile, methinks we 


ſeem to look at one another with great attention; and 1 


believe we ſhould not de admiſs to live together in my 
hermitage, which is not above two hundred paces from 
bence. Im your humble fervant, anſwered I haſtily, 
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I have no manner of mind to turn hermit. This an» 


ſwer of mine made the good old man burſt into a fit of 
laughter, and, embracing me, ſaid: My dreſs, fon, 
ought not to terrify you; though it is not agreeable, it 
is profitable: it makes me lord of a delightful retreat, 
and of the neighbouring villages,” whoſe inhabitants e- 
ſteem, . or rather adore me. Come along with me, 
continued he, I will dreſs you like myſelf. If you like 
it, you ſhall ſhare with me in the pleaſures of the life 
I leadz and if it is diſagreeable to you, I will not only 
give you free liberty. to be gone, but you may depend 
upon it, that at our n I will not tail to do you 
ſome good. 
I ſuffered myſelf at laſt to be perſuaded by tens and | 
followed the old hermit, who aſked me ſeveral queſ» 
tions, which I anſwered with a ſincerity which I have” 
not always carried fince. When we arrived at the her- 
mitage, he gave me ſome fruit, which I devoured gree- 
dily, having faſted the whole day. The anchorite ſeeing . 
me ply my jaws ſo well, ſaid, Courage my boy, do not 
ſpare my fruit; thank Heaven, I have a good Rock there- 
of: I did not bring you here to let you die with hun- 
ger. He was as good as his word; for, about an hour 
after our arrival, he kindled a fire, ſpitted a leg of mut- 
ton; and, whilſt 1 turned the ſpit, ſet out a ſmall ta- 
ble, on which he laid a napkin, that was pretty dirty, 


and two plates (one for him, and the other for me, x 


with knives, and forks. 
As ſoon as the meat was ready, he * it off the 
ſpit, and cut off a few pieces for our ſupper, which 


was not a horſe's meal, ſince we drank fome excellent 


wine, of which he had abundance. Well, my chicken, 
laid he, when he had riſen ſrom table, are you conten» 
ted with my commons? Thus vou ſhall be treated e- 
very day, if you will {tay with me. Besides, you ſhalk 
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only do what you think proper in this hermitage. Alt 
3 ſhall require of you is, that you accompany me: every 
time I go ſeeking alms in the neighbouring villages; 
ke  _ you will ſerve to lead a little afs with two panniers, 
i 4. which the charitable peaſants uſually. fill with eggs, 
1 bread, meat, and fiſh: this is all 1 defire of you, 1 
1 ; will do any thing you think proper, faid I, provided you 
* , will not oblige me to learn Latin. Friar Chryſoſtom 
1 (fo the hermit was called) could not refrain from ſmil- 
| ing at my ſincerity, and aſſured me anew, 2 he did 
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114 nor deſign to force my inclinations. 

11 We ſet out the very next day with the linle aſs, 
4.08 which J led by the halter, and we were very gladly res 

4+ if ceived; every count: yman taking pleaſure to put ſome- 
4 thing into our panniers. One threw-in a whole loaf, 
is another a ſwinging piece of bacon, a third a gooſe ſtuf- 
1 fed, and a fourth a partridge. In fhort, we carried 
1 i home more proviſions than was ſufficient for a week, 
bw which plainly ſhewed how much the friar was beloved 
nl by the country people. It is true, he was very ſervices | 
] 5 able to them; he gave them advice, whenever the 
18 came to alk it; he made peace in families where diſ- 
| 'M cord reigned, and married the young maidens, Bes 
i. fides this, he had remedies for a vaſt number of diſtem- 
Wl pers, and had particular prayers, of ſurprizing virtue, 
3 which he taught ſuch barren women as wiſhed | to > bak 

if children. 

5 You find, by what I have already faid, that I was 
well fed in this ſolitary dwelling; and my bed was not 
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much worſe than my fare; ſtretched out at my cafe up- 
on good clean ſtraw, with a ſoft cuſhion under my head; 
though the covering was but a courſe woollen cloth, 
and a good warm quilt of the ſame ſtuff to cover me, 
I flept ſoundly every night, without ever once waking: 
and Friar Chryſoſtom, who had promiſed me a hermit's 
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dreſs, made me one accordingly out of his old habits, 
and entitled me Little Friar Scipio. Being thus equips 
ped, as ſoon as I appeared in the villages, in this garb, 


every one thought me ſo genteel, that the little aſs was 


yet heavier laden than before; all ſtriving who ſhould 
give moſt to the little friar, ſo much were they pleas 
ed in beholding me in that, dreſs. _ © : 

The idle and lazy life F led with this hermit, could 
not fail of pleaſing a boy ef my age; accordingly 1 was 
ſo fond of it, that I ſhould have continued there til}, 
if the fates had not allotted me a quite different for! 


tune: but my deſtiny ſoon tore me from idleneſs, and 


made me forſake Friar Chryſoſtom, as you ſhall bear. 
I frequently perceived this reverend hermit work at 


the cuſhion which ſerved him for a pillow; he did nos 


thing but unrip it, and ſew it up again; and J obſer- 
ved one day that he put ſome ſilver into it. This obſers 
vation made me very anxious to ſee what treafure was 
therein; which I reſolved to ſatisfy the firſt time he 
went to Toledo, whither he went always once a- week. 
J waited for that day with great impatience, though 
without any other deſign, at that time, than to fatisfy 
my curioſity. At laft the good man ſet out, and I un- 
ript his pillow, when I found therein to the value of 
fiſty crowns, in different ſorts of coins, concealed a- 
mongſt the wool with which it was filled. 
This treaſure, in all probability, was the fruits of the 
gratitude of thoſe country people whom the hermit had 
cured by his remedies, and of thoſe women who-had 
found the good effects of his prayers, in making them 
fruitful. Be that as it will, I no ſooner ſaw that it 
was money, which I might ſecurely convert to my own 
uſe, than 1 began to diſcover myſelf of the true gypſey= 
breed, I had a ſtrong deſire to ſteal it; Which could 
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only be aſcribed to the force of blood that ran, in my 
veins. 
tion; wherefore, putting up the money in a bag, where 
we uſed to put our combs and night - caps, pulling 
off my hermit's habit, and reſuming that of the orphan, 
= made the beſt of my way fromthe hermitage, imagining 
I had got all the riches of the Indies in my bag. 
Thus I have informed you of my firſt trial of ſkill, 
continued Scipio, and I doubt not but you expect to 
find it followed by a ſeries of exploits of the ſame na- 
ture. Your expectation will not be deceived; I have 
ſeveral more pranks of the ſame nature to tell you, be- 
fore I come to my laudable actions; but I ſhall come 
to them at laſt, and you will find by my relation, that 
a rogue may very well turn an honet man. 


Notwithſtanding my infant years, I was not fool e. 


nough to return to Toledo; that would have been run- 
ning the hazard of meeting Friar Chryſoſtom, who 
would have- made me reſtore his hoard, very much to 
my diſſatisſaction. I took another road then, which led 
to a village, called Galves; there I ſtopt at an inn, the 
landlady whereof was a widow about forty years of age, 
who was endued with all the qualities requiſite for tur- 
ning the penny. This honeſt woman (as will be hereaſtes 
ſeen) bad no ſooner looked upon me, than judging by my 
eloaths, that I was a runaway from the orphan hoſpital, 


| ſhe enquired who I was, and whither I intended to go? 


I told her, that, having loſt my parents, I was going in 
fearch of a place. Can you read, child? ſaid ſhe. } 
aſſured her that I could not only read, but that I could 
write a very good hand; in effect, I could make my 
letters, and even join them together after a faſhion ;. ſo 
that it looked like writing; and that was enough ſor 
the buſineſs of a country tavern. I will hire you theny 


I yielded, without reſiſtance, to the tempta · 


ly * 
I 
* * 


anſwered the landlady; you will be very uſeful to me, 
and ſhall keep a regrlter of all my debts both active 
and paſſive. I ſhall give you no wages, continued the, 
becauſe this inn is frequented by abundance of compa- 
ny, who always remember the ſervants: you hon _ 
pend upon good perquiſite. 

I accepted of her offer, reſerving. to myGik, as you 
may well believe, the privilege of changing my quar- 
ters, as ſoon as ever the air of Galves ſhould be found 
not agreeable to my conſtitution. When I aw myſelf 
fixed in this place, I became very uneaſy. 'F was not 
willing it ſhould be known I had money; and knew 
not where to hide it, fo as it ſhould be ſafe: from any 
ſtrange hand. I was not yet well“ enough acquainted 
with the houſe, to truſt it in thoſe places that Teemed 
to me the propereſt to hide it. With what perplexity 
are riches attended! I reſolved, at laſt, however, to put 
my bag in a corner of our hay - loft, among ſome ſtraw z 


and imagining it ſecurer there than any where cle, 1 


made myſelf as eaſy upon that head as poſſible. 5 
My miſtreſs had, in all, three ſervants; a ſtout lad 
to look after the ſtables; a young Galician wench; and 
myſelf. Each of us made as much as we could of the 
travellers that ſtopt at our inn; they always gave me 
ſomething, when I carried in the reckoning; the ho- 
ſtler alſo received ſomething, for taking care of their 
beaſts: but for the young Galician, who was the idol 
of the muleteers who paſſed that way, ſhe got more 
crowns, than we did pence. No ſooner did I receive 
any thing, than I carried it directly to the: bay-loft, to 
add to my treaſure; and the more I ſaw my riches in- 
create, the fonder I grew of them: ſometimes I uſed e- 
ven to kiſs my money, and contemplated it with ſuch. 
raptures, as none but miſers can comprehend: in ſhort, 
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How much this poor child is to be pitied! faid he; is 
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the love 1 had. for my wealth uſed t to make me att! it 
above forty times a- day. 

In my journey, I frequently met my miſtreſs upon 
the ſtairs; who being naturally very miſtruſtfül, was 
curious to know what could make me go ſo often to 
* the hay-loft. 
gan to ſearch every corner, imagining I might perhaps 
- conceal there ſome things. that I embezzled from her. 
In making this general ſearch, ſhe did not forget to re. 


move the ſtraw that covered my bag, which, at laſt, ſhe 


found. | She immediately untied it; and ſeeing there- 
in a good many crowns and piſtoles, ſhe believed, or 
rather pretended to believe, that I had robbed her'of 
them. She ſeized it then without any ſcruples; after 
which, calling me little raſcal, and little knave, ſhe 
commanded the hoſtler, who was her moſt obedient, to 


give me fifty good laſhes with a horſe-whip; and after 


having curried my hide fo ſoundly, turned me out of 
doors, ſaying, ſne would keep no rogues. in her houſe. 
All my proteſtations that I had not robbed my miſtreſs 


were to no purpoſe; ſhe aſhrmed the contrary, and e. 


very one believed her ſooner than me: thus did Friar 
Chryſoſtom's money paſs from the hand of a wire 
knave, into thoſe of a pilfering flut. 

I was as ſorry for the Joſs of my treaſure as any one 
who bewails the loſs of an only fon; andthough my tears 
did not avail to recover me what I had been wronged 


of by the cheat of my miſtreſs, they at laſt excited the 
_ compaſſion of ſome perſons who beheld me: weeping. 


Among thoſe was the curate of Galves, who acciden- 
tally paſſed that way, and ſeeming moved with my un- 
happy caſe, took me home with him to the parſonage- 
bouſe, There, to gain my confidence, or rather to 
pump me, he began to commiſerate my hard fortune: 


Accordingly the went thither, and be- 


/ 
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it at all to be wondered at, if being left to himſelf; at 
ſuch a tender age, he has been guilty of an ill action? 
even when men have much ado to abſtain from the 
ſame, during the whole courſe of our lives. Then ad- 8 
dreſſing himſelf to me: From what part of Spain do 1 
you come, child? continued he, and what are your pa- | 
rents? you ſeem to be a boy of a creditable family; | 
ſpeak freely, and depend N it : wel not nee 
ou. 
; The curate, by this artful ud) Side diſcourſe, | 
induced me inſenſibly to diſcover to him all my affairs, 
which I did ſincerely. I concealed nothing from him. 
f Having heard all very attentively: 'Though it 1s not. 
right, my boy, ſaid he, for hermits to hoard ap mo- 
er | f a . 
e ney, that does not leſſen your fault: in robbing Friar 
Chryſoſtom, you have nevertheleſs ſinned againſt that 


- acticle of the decalogue, which ſays, Thou ſhalt not 
of ſteal; but I will take upon myſelf to oblige the land. 
. lady to reſtore the money, and to have it remitted to © 
„ BE friar in his hermitage; you may, from this mo- 


2 ment, ſet your conſcience to reſt upon that ſcore. 
That, I will honeſtly eonfeſs to you, was what never 
in the leaſt diſturbed me. But the curate, who had a 
deſign in his head, did not ſtop there: I am under 
nd fome concern for you, child, purſued he, and will pro- 
irs vide you a good place; I will fend you to-morrow mor- 
<a ning, by a muleteer, to my nephew, who is canon of 
he the cathedral at Toledo, and will gladly receive you, at 
my requeſt, into the number, of his foot-boys. They 
n. all live like ſo many prieſts that have a fat benefice 
in. you may take w7 word. for Its, that you will be welb 
uſed, 

This aſſurance conſoled me ſo much, that I no lon- 
ger remembered either my loſt treaſure, or my horſe- 


whipping; I only thought of the pleaſurg of living like: 
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2 fat prieſt. Next morning, whilft I was at breaklaft, 
a muleteer arrived at the perſonage, by the curate's or- 
ders, with two mules ſaddled and bridled. They help- 
ed me upon one of them, the muleteer leaped upon the 
other, and we ſet out on the road to Toledo. My fel- 
low-traveller was a witty fellow, who deſired no better 
than to make himſelf merry at his neighbour's ex- 
pence: My little gentleman, ſaid he, you have a wor- 
thy friend in the curate of Galves. He could not give 
you a better proof of his affection, than in placing you 
with his nephew, the canon, with whom I have the ho- 
nour to be acquainted, and who is, undoubtedly, the 
jewel of his chapter: he is not one of thoſe devout 
gentry, whoſe pale meagre countenances preach up 
mortification; he has a good jolly face, a freſh com- 
plexion, and an honeſt look; in ſhort, he is a man who 
does not refuſe any pleaſure that comes in his way, and 
Who, above all things, loves good cheer. You will 


Ave in his houſe like a little prince. 


The raſcal of a muleteer, obſerving that I likened 
to him with abundance of ſatisfaction, went on in ex- 
tolling the happineſs I ſhould- enjoy when in the ca- 
non's ſervice, and inceſſantly talked of it till we arri- 
ed at a village, named Obifa, where ve ſtopt to give 
our mules a little reſt, As luck would have it, the 
muleteer, in going up and down the inn, by accident 
let a paper fall out of his pocket, which I was cunning 


enough to pick up, without his perceiving it, and found 


the means to read, whilſt he was buſy in the ſtable. 


Tt was a letter to the prieſts of the orphan boſpital, 


containing the following words. 
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60 GENTLEMEN, : 

Imagined that charity wad > me to pub again 
66 J into your hands a young villain, who has run a- 
« way from your heſpital; he ſeems to me to be very 
te ſmart, and to deſerve your having the goodneſs to keep 
„bim ſafe, I doubt not but, by Frequent correction, 
ehe will at laſt do well. That heaven may preſerve 
your reverences, and proſper your pious and _— 
40 ble endeavours, 1 is the ſincere with of your friend, 

| e N CORATR OF GaLves, 


Having 1 this letter, which- infor me of 
the curate's good intentions, I was not a minute at a 
loſs what courſe to take : getting out of the inn, and 
running to the banks of the Tagus, above a league from 
thence, was but the work of one moment. Fear lent 
me wings to fly from the prieſts of the orphan hoſpital, 
to which I was fully determined never to 1eturn, o | 
much did their way of teaching Latin diſpleaſe me. 

I made no ftop till I got to Toledo; and being arri- 
ved there, entered the city with as much chearfulneſs, 
as if I had known where to go directly to fill my belly: 
it is true, it is a delightful city, and one, where a man 
of wit, who is obliged to live at another's expence, need 
nct be afraid of dying with hunger. I had hardly got 
to the Great Square, when a gentleman, well dreſſed, 
whom I paſſed cloſe by, pulled me by the arm, and ſaid, 
Little boy, will you ſerve me? I with I had ſuch a foot- 
boy as you. And I would deſire no better than to have 
ſuch a maſter as you, replied I. If it be ſo, cried he, 
you ſhall be mine from this moment, and need only 
follow me directly; which I did Won making _ re- 
ply. 5 

This new * of mine, who was called Don Abel, 
lolged in a very gentecl apartment, which he hired rea- 
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tisked with me. 
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dy furniſhed. He was a gameſter by profeſſion, and 
we lived together i in this manner. In the morning I 
cut him very ſmall as much tobacco. as would fill five 


or fix pipes: I then cleaned his cloaths, and fetched him 
ab arber to ſhave hifh, and turn up his muſtachios, af. 


ter which he went out, ran from one tennis-court to a- 
-nether, and never returned home till near midnight. 
But every morning before he went abroad, he took out 
of his pocket three reals, which he gave me to bear my 


expences each day, leaving me at liberty to do what 1 
thought proper till ten o clock; for, provided I was at 


our lodgings when he came home, he was very well fa- 


tainly could never have found one more ee io my 


humour. 


I had already led this W life al i month, whey 


my maſter aſked me, if I liked his ſervice; and upon my 
anſwering, that I was very well pleaſed wiih it; Well 


then, ſaid he, we will ſet out to-morrow for Seville, whi- 
ther my affairs call me: you will not be diſſatisfied with 
ſecing.this capital of Andaluſia. © He who has not ſeen 


Seville, ſays the proverb,“ has ſeen nothing.” I told 
him I was ready to follow him wherever he thought 


proper. Accordingly, that very day, the Seville cax- 
rier came to our lodgings, and took away a large trunk, 


which held all my maſter's cloaths, and the next morn- 


ing we departed for Andaluſia. 

My maſter Don Abel was io fortunate at play, chat 
be never loſt but when he choſe himſelf; this cbliged 
him often to ſhift his quarters, to avoid the reſentment 
of thoſe he had bubbled; and this was the cauſe of 
our journey to Seville. Being arrived at that city, we 


% 


I ſhould have obſerved before, that he 
had a handſome livery made for me, with which I Jook- 
ed very much like a little factor to the ladies of pleaſure; 
was very much pleaſed with my condition, and  cer- 


again took Wann * in a houſe at no 

great diſtance from the gate that leads to Cordova, and 
began to live in the ſame manner as at Toledo. But 
my maſter found a prodigious difference between theſe 
two cities; he met with gameſters. at'Seville, who play- 
ed full as well at tennis as himſelf, and with as good 
fortune; inſomuch that he frequently returned very me- 
lancholy. _- | | 4 


y One morning in particular, RES 5 Wals ſtill ve⸗ 
7 ry ſurly, on account of his having loſt an hundred pi- 
1 ſtoles the day before, he aſked me, why I had not car- 
Till ried his foul linen to a woman who uſed to waſh and 
. perfume it? I anſwered him, that I had quite ſorgot 


it; upon which he flew into a paſſion, and gave me half 
* a dozen ſuch ſevere flaps on the face, that he made me 


ſee more lights than ever were in the temple of Solo- 
mon: Take that, you little raſcal, ſaid he, to teach you 
to be mere mindful of your buſineſs for the future. Muſt 
Il be continually at your heels to tell you what you have 
a. to do? why are you. not as ready at your buſineſs as at 


= bob victuals? cannot you, ſince you are no fool, anti- 
* cipate my orders, and do what is neceſſary to be done, 
b without bidding? Thus ſaying, he went out of his a- 
ich partment, where he left me very much mortified, at ha- 
Ry ving received ſo many flaps on the face for © ſmall a 
fault, : 

1 cannot tell pr 5 dann befel him. not long 3 
ter in a tennis - court; but one night he came home in 
a very great heat; Scipio, ſaid he, I am reſolved to take 
a trip to Italy, and ſhall embark after to-morrow, on 
board a veſſel that is returning to Genoaz I have my 
reaſons, for going this voyage. I dare ſay you will not 
be againſt bearing me company, and taking: advantage 
of ſuch a fine opportunity, toſee the molt delightful coun- 
try in the world. J told him, that the offer was very 
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agreeable to me; but at the ſame time determin ed with. iy, 
in myſelf to' diſappear juſt when he was to- go on board, ol 
J thought I ſhould be thereby revenged on him, and fan- J 
cied my deſign'very ingenious. It pleaſed me ſo much, WW 
that I could not forbear communicating It to a bully by ta 
prefeſhon, whom I accidentally met in the ſtreet; for] fo 
had got acquainted with ſome lofe companions ſince my | 
coming to Seville, and chiefly with the : bully before men H 
tioned. I told him then firſt, in what manner, and fo ip 
what reaſon I had been beaten; after which, I informed 
him of my 1atention of leaving Don Abel in the lurch, ** 
when he was upon the point of embarking, and tben al. 7 
ed him what he thought of my reſolution. at 
_ The bravo bent his bows white he liſtened to me, I 
and turned up his muſtachios, then blanking my maſte: wi 
with great gravity; Little gentleman, faid he, you are . 
a lad diſhonoured for ever, if you are ſatisſied with the ©” 
trifling revenge you at preſent reſolve on: it is not e, *2 
 mough to let Don Abel depart by himſelf, that would ha 
not be puniſhment enough; you muſt proportion you 

revenge to the greatneſs of the offence. Let us carry 
off his cloaths and money, which we will ſhare aftef- ©" 
wards, like brothers, when he is gone. Although I had ** 
a natural inclination to ſtealmg, I was ſtartled at the he 
propoſal of a robbery of this importance. Nevertheleſs, 7? 
the arch thief, who propoſed it. to me, did not leave me ha 
till he had perſuaded me to it; and you ſhall hear What di 
Was the ſucceſs of our hopeful enterpriſe. | ha 
The bully, who was a large robuſt man, came to we <2 
next day in the twilight, to our lodgings; I ſhewed bin © 
the trunk in which my maſter had already packed up his Ty 
cloaths, and aſked him if he alone could carry a trunk 11 
of fuch great weight. So great a weight! ſaid he; know, 1 
that when it is to carry off any thing of another man's, 5X 
c 


I would run away even with Noah's ark. According! 
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ly, having, 8 faid, he went to the trunk, eaſily laid it 
upon his ſhoulders, and went down ſtairs very nimbly. 
I followed him that inſtant; and we were juſt ſtepping 
into the ſtreet, when Don Abel, whom his propitious 
ſtars brought thither ſo ans a him, — 'be- 
fore us on a ſudten,. 

Where are you going with that trunk? ſaid he to Me; 
His appearance ſo thunderſtruck me, that I ſtood quite 
ſpeechleſs; and the bravo, finding we had miſſed our 
aim, threw down the trunk upon the ground, and ran 


away, to avoid coming to an explanation. Whither where 


you going then with that trunk? ſaid my maſter to me 


a a ſecond time. Sir, anſwered I, more dead than. alive, 


I was going to have it carried on board the veſſel, in 
which you are to embark to-morrow for Italy. Ay, Sir, 
exclaimed” he, do you know then which is the veſſel I 
am to go in? No, Sir, rejoined I, but whoever has a 
tongue may go to Rome. I ſhould have enquired at the 
harbour, and ſomebody or other would have informed 
me. 8 | 1 
At this anſwer, which created in him great ſuſpiei- 
on of me, he looked ſternly at me; and I thought he 
was going to threſh me again. | By whoſe orders, faid 


he, were yon carrying my trunk, out of this houſe? By 


your own, Sir, anſwered I. Is it poſſible that you can 
havepfergot how you reprimanded me the other day? 


did hot you tell me, when you cuffed me, that you would 
me anticipate your orders, and do of my own acq- 
cord whatever was to be done for your ſervice? Ac- 
cordingly it was in compliance with this injunction that 
1 was cauſing your trunk to be carried to the veſſel. On 
my ſaying this, the gameſter taking notice tha I had 
more roguery in me than he had imagined, tumed me 


ha 


off that inſtant, and added with a grave air : Go, Mr. 
Scipio, heaven be your guide; I do not love to play with 
V N 
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ſuch perſons as have ſometimes a card too few, and ſome- 
times one too many. Begone immediately, purſued he, 
in another tone, for fear I ſhould make you Lanes wil 
out a fiddle: 

I did not allow him to bid me a froogd timez 1 od 
away from him in an inſtant, being ready to die for 
fear he ſhould make me pull off my cloaths, which he 
fortunately left me. As I went along the ſtreets, ſtu: 

dying where to get a lodging, with only two reals, 
which was all my treaſure, I arrived at the gate of the 
Archbiſhop's palace; and as ſupper was then preparing 
for his Grace, there came ſuch an excellent ſmell out 
of the kitchen, that a good noſe might have ſcented it 
at a league's diſtance. Zooks! faid I to myſelf, I could 
very willingly make a ſhift with one. of theſe ragouts 
that ſalute my noſe; I would be ſatisfied with only dip» 
ping in my four fingers and my thumb. But Jet me 


conſider; is it impoſſible to contrive ſome way to taſte | 


theſe dainties, of which I can now ſmell only the ſteam? 
Why not? it does not ſeem to me impracticable. I 
therefore put my wits upon the rack, and after ſtudy- 
ing for ſome time, a ſtratagem came into my head, 
which I immediately put in execution, and which pro- 
ved ſucceſsful. I ran into the court-yard of the archi- 
epiſcopal palace, and proceeding towards the kitchen, 
cried out as loud as ever I could: Help, help, for the 
Lord's ſake! as if I had been purſued by ſome murder: 
er. | 
Maſter Diego, the Archbiſhop's head-cook, hearing 
my cries, ran out with three or four ſcullions, to know 
the reaſon of ſuch an outcry, and ſeeing nobody but me, 
enquired why I called our in that manner for help. Ah, 
Sir, anſwered I, with the figns of one heartily frighten- 
ed, I beſeech you, by St. Polycarp, to ſave me from the 
fury of a bully that wants to Kill me. Where is thus 
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bully ? ſaid Diego; you ate alone, I * not ire ſo much 
as a cat at yout heels. Go, child, go home, and lay 
aſide your fears; it was certainly "ſomebody that had. a 
mind to divert himſelf, by terrifying vou; and he did 


very well not to follow you hither, for we ſhould at le: it 
have cut off both his ears. No, no, replicd 1, it was 
: not one that run after me in jeſt, it was a great rogue 
: who wanted to ſtrip me, and 1 am certain he is ſtill 
? waiting for me in the ſtreet. He ſhall wait for you 


then a good while, ſaid the cook; for. you ſhall ſtay 
b here till to-raorrow, and ſhall both ſup and lie here. 
This laſt ſpeech of his quite tranſported me; and it 
" vas a delightful fight to me, when being conducted 
into the kitchen by Maſter Diego, I ſaw the preparati- 


ons for his Grace's ſupper. 1 reckoned up fifteen per- 
5 Wl ſons that were employed about it, but could not num- 
"* ber all the diſhes that I beheld, ſo careful was, provi- 
* dence for the Archbiſhop's family. Then it was, that 


' having the full ſcent of the ragouts, which I had before 
\ only ſmelt at a diſtance, I began to underſtand high living. 
* 8 had the honour then to ſup and lie that night with 

a, YN the ſcullions; into whoſe favour I ingratiated myſelf ſo 


0 far, that next day, when I went to return Maſter Diego 
thanks, for having fo generouſly afforded me refuge, he 
A ſaid to me, Our ſcullions have all told me, they ſhould 


| be very glad to have you for a companion, ſo much are 
"i they pleaſed with your good humour; onthe other hand, 
would you be willing to be their comrade? I anſwer- 
ed, that if I were once ſo happy, I ſhould think myſelf 
at the height of my wiſhes. If that be the caſe, friend, 
reſumed he, look upon yourſelf from this moment as one 
of the Archbiſhop's family. Thus faying, he took me 
with him, and preſenfed me to the major-domo, who, 
by my ſprightly look, judged me worthy of being re- 
ceived into the number of the lick-diſhes, © 
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A ſoon as I Was ſettled in this honourable einiptihs | 
ment, Maſter Diego, according to the laudable cuſtom 
of cooks of great houſes, who always fend abundance'of 
provifion ſecretly to their favourites, pitched upon me, 
to carry to a gentlewoman in the neighbourhood ſome. 
times loins of veal, ſometimes wild fowls, and at others 
tame. This good lady was a widew about thirty years 
cf age, very genteel and ſprightly; and one who had all 
the appeatance of not being ſtrictly faithful to her kind 
provider. Maſter Diego, however, was not contented 
with ſupplying her with meat, bread, ſugar, and oil; he 
likewiſe ſent her plenty of wine: and all this was at the 
expence of his Grace the Archbiſhop. 

þ 2 became quite chearful in his*Grace's palace, where 
I played a droll trick, which is ſtill remembered at ge. 
ville. The pages, and ſome other domeſties, in order 
to celebrate the anniverſary of the Archbiſhop's birth- day, 
took it into their heads to act a play. They pitched 
upon that of Benavides, and as they wanted a boy of 
my age, to repreſent theyoung King of Leon, they pitch: 
ed upon me. The major-domo, who valued himſelf up- 
on being a compleat orator, took upon himſelf to inſtruct 
me; and, after having given me ſome leſſons, declared 
that I ſhould not be the worſt actor in the company. 

As his Grace was at the whole expence of the enter- 
tainment, no coſt was ſpared to render it magnificent; 
a ſtage was erected in the largeſt hall in the palace, 
which wanted for no decorations. Amongſt the ref; 
a bed of green turf was prepared between the fide-ſcenes, 

upon which I was to appear ſleeping, when the Moos 

mould come to take me prifoner. The actors having! 
all got their parts ready before the day appointed, ths 

Archbiſhop invited all the perſons of the beſt faſhion 

both ſexes in the city to be preſent at the repreſentation 

That day being come, each actor's thoughts we 
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employed aboyt: his dress ag-for, mine, it was, brought 

me by. a tailor, accompanied, by. our. major-domo, who 
having given himſelf the trouble to hear me rehearſe my 

part, was very deſirous of. ſeeing his pupil ſet off to the 
beſt advantage. The tailor then put on me a robe of 

blue velvet, trimmed; with a, coſtly gold - lace, and but: 

tons of the ſame, and ſet off with a large fleeve, whoſe 

cuffs were weighed almoſt down to the ground, by. 2 

broad fringe of the ſame. metal. Then the major do- 

mo himſelf placed a crown upon my head, which, though 
made but of paſteboard, was covered over with valuable 
pearls, intermixed with ſeverah falſe diamonds. Bebdes 
this, they. put, on me a roſe · coloured filk girdle with fil- 

ver flowers; and; every addition, they made to my dreſs, 
methought they were. faſtening. me on wings, to. uo a. 
way with, and diſappear. 

In a word, the play began. about the evening; T's o. 
pened the ſeene with a long ſpeech in verſe, which con- 
cluded: with ſaying, That being unable to keep myſelf 
from the charms of ſleep, I was going to give way to its 
pleaſing violence. Having thus ſaid, I withdrew be- 
hind the ſcenes, and laid me down upon the /turf- bed 
that was there prepared for me. But inſtead of ſleep- 
ing there, I began to gonbder how, I ſhould get to the 
ſtreet, and walk eff with, my royal robes, A little pair 
of back ſtairs which vent under the ages and into the 
hall, ſeemed to me very proper for the execution of my 
deſign. I got up then. immediately, : and finding nobo- 
dy obſerved me, ran down ſtairs into the hall, got to. 
the door, and cried, Make way, make way, I am going. 
to change my dreſs.. This made them all fall back; to 7 
give me room; ſo that, in leſs than two minutes, I 
in the ſtreet, and ran to the houſe of * LESE ange 
mentioned, my aequaintance. 

He Was urg: nuch angel. 110 me in neh a rieb 
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dreſs; but I ſoon recovered him from it, by informing 
him of the whole affair, at which he laughed heartily, 
Then embracing me, with ſo much the more joy, be- 
cauſe he flattered himſelf with the hopes of ſharing in 
the King of Leon's ſpoils, he praiſed me for having done 
ſuch a notable exploit, and told me, if I continued'as 1 
had begun, I ſhould one day make ſome Rae ys the 
world by my ingenuity. 

"After having agreeably diverted * and dif: 
pelled the ſpleen, I aſked the bravo, what we ſhould'do 
with my valuable habit? Be not in the leaft uneaſy a- 
bout that, faid he; I know an honeſt broker, who, with« 
out expreſſing the leaſt curioſity, buys any thing that is 
offered him, provided he can find hig own account there · 
in; I will go to him to-morrow morning, and bring him 
hither to you. Accordingly, next day the bravo aroſe 
very early, and went out, leaving me in bed, and return- 
ed two hours afterwards with the broker, who carried 
a bundle, wrapt up in a yellow cloth, under his arm. 
Friend, ſaid he to me, I have here brought you Sig- 
nior Ybagnez of Segovia, who, notwithſtanding the ill 
example of his brethren, -picques himſelf upon being an 
honeſt man: he will immediately tell you to a farthing 
the worth of the cloaths you have a mind to part with, 
and you may truft to his valuation. Ob! for that mat- 
ter, ſays this ſaint of a broker, I ſhould be a great raſ- 
cal indeed, to rate things at leſs than their full value; 
that is what Ybagnez of Segovia has never yet been re- 
proached with, God be thanked, and what has not been 
laid at his door. Shew me, purfued he, the cloaths 
you have a mind to ſell; I will honeſtly tell you the 
full value of them. Here they are, ſaid the bravo, hold- 
ing them out to him, ingenuouſly own that nothing can 
be moremagniſicent; obſerve well the beauty of this Ge- 
noa velvet, and the richneſs of theſe trimmings. 
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ker, after having carefully examined the cloaths; no- 
thing can be finer, And what is your opinion of the 
pearls that adorn this crown? reſumed my pretended 
friend. If they were ſomething rounder, ſaid Ybagnez, 
they would be ineſtimable, but I am as well pleaſed with 
them as the reſt. I ſpeak ingenuouſly, added he; a 
rogue of a broker, in my place, would affect to deſpiſe 
the goods, on purpoſe to have them at a low price, and 


would not be aſhamed to offer you but twenty piltolesz 


but I, who eſteem myſelf to be a man of IR will 
give you forty for them. : 

Had he faid a hundred, he 8 not have is 
juſt appraiſer, ſince the pearls alone were well worth two 
hundred; nevertheleſs, the bravo, who had an under- 


ſtanding with him, cried out: See how lucky you are 


to fall into the hands of ſuch an honeſt man. Signior 


 Ybagnez values things as if he were to die the next mo- 
ment. That is very true, faid' the broker; according - 


ly, I am always at a word, never bate a farthing of what 
J aſk, or give one more than I bid at firſt. Well, ad- 


ded he, do you accept my offer? ſhall I tell out the mo- 


ney? Stay a little, ſaid my hopeſul acquaintance, my 


little friend muſt firſt try on the cloaths I made you bring 


here for him; I am much miſtaken if they do not fit 
bim exactly. Then the broker untying his bundle, ſhew- 
ed. me a ſuit of cloaths, which was indeed of a finedark- 


coloured cloth, with filver buttons, but half worn out. 
I got up to try on this valuable purchaſe; which when 


I had done, although it was both too long and too big 


for me, theſe gentlemen proteſted it looked as if it had 


been made on purpoſe, it fitted me ſo exactly. Ybag- 
nez valued them at ten piſtoles, and, as he was always 
at a word, I was as obliged to debnilt to it: inſomuch . 


_ They are charming, anſwered the conſcientious bro- 


| 
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he pulled out his purſe, told out thirty piſtoles upon the 
table, and then bundled up my royal robes, and erden 
and diſappeared with them. 

When he went away, ſays the bully to me very raves 
ly, I am' mighty well pleaſed with this broker: and in- 
deed he had reaſon ſo to be; for I am certain he had 
at Jeaſt a hundred piſtoles of him, for helping him to 
fo rare a bargain. However, not ſatisfied with that, he 
took without ceremony half of the money upon the ta- 
ble, and leaving me the other, My dear Scipio, purſued. 
he, with theſe fifteen piſtoles remaining, L adviſe you to 
#y as faſt as poſſible out of this city, where you may ea- 
fily judge that a narrow ſearch will be made for you by 
his Grace the Archbiſhop's order. I ſhould be very 
forry, after your having ſignalized yourſelf by an action 
that will do honour to your hiſtory, to have you fooliſh- 
ly run yourſelf into a priſon. I anſwered, that I had 
from the firſt determined to leave Seville as ſoon as poſ= 
fible, as, in effect, I did, after having purchaſed a hat 
and ſome ſhirts; ſteering my courſe along that exten» 
five and pleaſant tract of land, which leads between 
numberleſs vineyards and olive-trees, to the ancient ci- 
ty of Carmona, and three days after I entered Cordova, 

L lodged where the greateſt part of the merchants 
live, at an inn, juſt at the entrance into the Great 
3quare; and gave myſelf out for a young lad of a good 
family at Toledo, who was travelling for his pleaſure. 23 
I was well enough dreſſed not to have this ſuſpected as 
falſe; and ſome piſtoles which I took care to let my - 
landlord fee, as it were by chance,” fully perſuaded him 
that what I reported had ſome foundation of truth. Per- 
haps alſo my tender years might make him imagine me 
ſome young libertine, who was roving about after having 
robbed his parents. 2 


Be that as it will, he did not 1 curious to kid 
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a very 3 in Sn ing, Which Was, generally. PART 
TY by abundance of company. I reckoged up twelve perr 
a ſons at ſupper that night. What is moſt diverting 18, 
60 that every body plied his jaws very ſtrenuouſſy without 
ba ſaying ſo much as a word, excepting, one man, whole 
1 tongue never lying, made amends by its chattering for 
bd. the Glence.of the reſt. He pretended to be a wit, told 
5 ſeveral ſtories, and racked. his brains for jeſts to divert 
8 the company, who indeed every now and then would 
by burſt into a laughter; ; but in reality not ſo mark to praiſe. 
y his flights, as in deriſion of them. | 
= As for my part, I paid ſo little attention, to ais ri 
mY ginal's diſcourſe, that I ſhould have riſen from dinner, 
A without being able to give the leaſt account of it, if he 
& 7 had not found the means to intereſt me therein zg Gen- 
+ tlemen, ſaid he, juſt as we had dined, I reſerve for the 
- luſt bit one of the moſt humorous ſtories in the world; 
X it is of an adventure that happened not long ſince at the 
75 Archbiſhop's palace at Seville: a bachelor of my /ac- 
5 quaintance told it me, who ſays he Was an eye Witness 
1 thereof. Theſe words diſturbed me a little; E did not 
1 in the leaſt doubt but this was my adventure; nor was 
# | I deceived; he gave an exact account thereof, and even 
R told me what I was before a ſtranger to, viz.. what hap- 
oP pened in the Archbiſhop's palace, ADR k 7 Fan awaf, 
* which was to this purpoſe; ** 

4 I had not made my eſcape many minutes, 3 the 
2 Moors, who, according to the play, were to carry me 
* off, came upon the ſtage, intending to ſurpriſe me up- 
g on my turf-bed,. where they imagined they ſhould find 
x me counterfeiting ſleep; but when they would have 
„„ ruſhed upon his NMajgſty of Leon, they were not a little 
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amazed to ſee ekthet King nor Kern. Immediately 
the play was at a ſtand; the actors knew not what to do: 
one calls me, another runs every where to look for me; 
a third makes a horrid outcry; a fourth wiſhes me with 
ten thouſand devils; when the archbiſhopperceiving there 
was ſome ſtrange diſorder and uproar behind the ſcenes, 
deſired to know the reaſon. On hearing his Grace's 
voice, 2 page, who played the part of Gracioſo, eame 
out, and faid; You need not be afraid, my Lord, of the 
Moors taking the King of Leon priſoner, he has juſt 
made his eſeape with his royal robes. I am very well 
pleaſed at it, anſwered the Archbithop: he has done 
perfectly well, to run from the enemies of our religion, 
and get away from the chains they were preparing for 
him: undoubtedly he is gone back to Leon, the 'capi- 
tal of bis kingdom, where I wiſh he may arrive with- 
1 out any ſiniſter accident. As for the reſt, I forbid any 
| one tp purſue him; I ſhould be very ſorry to have his 
. Majeſty receive any mortification on my account. Thus 
ſaying, the prelate ordered them to finiſh the run ind 
get one to read my part. 


PT a. cen 0d . 
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i 0 . The Continuation of the Hiſtory of Scipio, _ 
0 . Was very well uſed by my landlord while my mo- 
ö | ney laſted; but the moment he perceived J had ſcarce 


any left, he paid very little attention to me, picked a 
| fleeveleſs quarrel with me, and deftred me one fair mor- 
. ning to begone. Accordingly I took myſelf away ves 
1 ry haughtily, and went into the church of the Domini - 
f can friars, where, whilſt I was hearing maſs, a reverend 
1 beggar came and atked my charity. I took two or three 
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maravedis out of my pocket, which I gave him, ſaying, 
Pray to God, friend, that he would help me to find ſoon 
a good place; if your prayers are heard, 1 aſſure you ou 
ſnall not repent it, for I am not ungrateful. ' = 
Thus ſaying, the beggar looked earneſtly at me, and 
anſwered with a grave ait; What ſort of place would 
you wiſh to have? To be a lacquey, replied I, in ſome 
good family. He aſked me then, if the thing required 
haſte? As much as poſſible ſaid I; for if I am not fo 
fortunate as to be provided very ſoon, there is no help 
for it, I muſt either ſtarve, or become one of your bre- 
thren. If you ſhould be reduced to that neeeſſity, re- 
ſumed he, it would be very grievous to you, who'are 
unaceuſtomed with our way of life; but if you was ne+ 
ver ſo little uſed to it, you would prefer our condition 
to that of a ſervant, which, without diſpute, is inferior 
to beggary. However, ſince you would rather go to ſer- 


vice, than lead, like me, a free and independent life, you 


ſhall be provided for immediately. As poor as you 
ſee me, I can do you a n of en *. nn to · 
morrow at this time. 

Going thither next morning at the ame poems 1 
ed not long before Lſaw the beggar, who came up to me, 


and deſired me to take the trouble to follow him. I 


did ſo, and he conducted me to a cellar, at no great diſ- 
tance from the church, which ſerved him for his abode. . 
We went both down into the ſubterraneous dwelling, 
and ſeating ourſelves upon a long bench, which was at 
leaſt an hundred years old, he thus addreſſed me: A 
good action, as the proverb ſays, never goes unreward- 


ed; you gave me alms yeſterday, and that made me re- 


ſolve to procure you a place, and that very ſoon, if it pleaſe 

the Lord. I know an old Dominican, named Father 

Alexis, who is a holy man, and a great director: I have 

che honour to be employed by him on ſeveral 5 
D 6 
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and I perform what he requires of me with fo, much dit · | felv 
eretion and fidelity, that, in return, he willingly uſes 
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. l con 
| his intereſt for me, or for my friends. I have menti- wit 
. oned you to him, and engaged him todo you à good Fat 
{| turn; I will accordingly preſent you to bis 3 nar 
[| when you think proper. dra 
1 There is no time to be loſt, ſaid I to ba old Fi ing 
if let us go this moment to this good father. The poor hin 
| {| man conſented, and carried me immediately to Father A- ed 
iy lexis, whom we found in his chamber, writing ſpiritu · we 
| | al letters. He left off his writing to ſpeak to me, and thy 
1 told me, that at the beggar's requeſt he was willing to the 
iy | do all in his power for me. Having heard, purſued ſhe 
Wn he, that Signior Balthaſar Velaſquez wants a lacquey, 
4 I have written to him this morning in your behalf, and pe! 
ſ he has juſt ſent me for anſwer, that he will receive you jul 
W. ſolely on my recommendation; you may goto him, theres ſo 
"al fore, this very day, in my name; he is my penitent, and nj 
i my friend. Hereupon the good father exhorted me for pl: 
near an hour, to be careful in diſcharging my duty faith · ye 
| fully: he dwelt principally upon the obligation I was tw 
1 under to ſerve Velaſquez faithfully; after which he af- in 
1 ſured me he would take care to keep me in my place, Fa 
1 provided my maſter had nothing to lay to my charge. pa 
. When U had thanked the friar for his kindneſs, I went ſp 
'Þ out of the monaſtery with rhe beggar, who informed me, ce 
1 1 that Signior Balthaſar Velaſquez was an old woollen dra- tit 
1 per, a good - natured downright honeſt man, and very hi 
5 rich. I dare ſay, added he, you will do very well in hi 
his houſe. I aſked then the way to the draper's, and W nm 
ik | went thither that moment, after having promiſed the W 
0 beggar to be grateful for his good offices, as ſoon as e- 
6 ver I ſhould be ſettled in my place. Being come to w 
. the ſhop, which was very large, I found two journey- of 


1 men, well ärefled, walking to and fro, and giving them- C: 
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ſelves the airs of fmart fellows, till oxi . 
come in. Laſłked them if the maſter of the houſe was 
within, and told them, I had a meſſage for bim from 
Father Alexis. As ſoon as they heard this venerable 
name, they made me walk into a back - ſhop, where the 
draper was looking over a great debt · book in his compt» 
ing · houſe. I ſaluted him reſpectfully, and informed 
him J was the young lad Father Alexis had recommend- 
ed to him for a foot - boy. Ah child, ſaid he, you art 
welcome; it is ſufficient you are ſent me by that wor- 
thy man; I ſhall hire you preferably to three or four o- 
thers that are propoſed to me; the affair is ſenieg, oe 
ſhall be my ſervant from this day 

I had no need to be long with this good Wines 
perceive that the character given me of him was very 
juſt; he even ſeemed to me an Iſraelite without guile, 
ſo very downright honeſt, that I could not help think- 


ing it would coſt me a good deal of pains to forbear 


playing him ſome trick. - His wife had been dead four 
years, and he had two children; a ſon about five and 
twenty, and a daughter about eleven. The latter be- 
ing brought up by a ſevere duenna, and directed by 
Father Alexis, walked in the paths of virtue; but Gaf- 
pard Velaſquez, her brother, though no coſt had been 
ſpared to make him an honeſt man, was guilty of all the vi- 
ces of an abandoned young libertine. He would ſome- 
times ſtay out for two or three days together; and if, at 
his return, bis father-thought proper to ſind fault with 
him for leading ſuch an abandoned life, Gaſpard im- 
mediately Ipliged him to ſilence, by e * 
with the greateſt haughtineſs and inſolence. 
Scipio, ſaid the old man to me one day, I have 4 n 
who is my only trouble; he runs into all manner of 
debauchery; this very much ſurpriſes me, for his edu- 
cation has not been neglected. He has had all the beſt 
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86 THE ADVENTURES | ; 
maſters, and my friend Father Alexis, has uſed his ut- an 
moſt endeavours to put him into the right way; but tic 
all in vain. Gaſpard is turned à perfect libertine. 

You will tell me, perhaps, that I uſed bim with tro V 
much indulgence, as he advanced in years, and that has Wh pt 

been the occaſion of his ruin. But that is not the pr 

caſe; he has been well chaſtifed, when I thought pro- 70 
per to uſe ſeverity; for as good · natured as I am, I can Jo 
be reſolute when it is neceſſary: I have even had him dc 
ſhut up in a houſe of correCtion, and he is only grown it 
fo much the worſe; in fhort, he is one of thoſe incor I 
Figible tempers, whom neither good examples, remon- cr 
ſtrances, nor even chaſtiſement, will reform; chat mi- W if 
racle can be wrought by Heaven alone. m 


If this unhappy father's lamentable caſe did : not a 
flict me, at leaſt I pretended ſo to be. How ſorry am 1 
I for you, Sir! faid I; a good man, like you, deſerved 
to have had a better ſon. What would you have me 
do, child? anſwered be. It bas pleaſed God to deny ly 


me that comfort. Amongſt the numberleſs cauſes of ta 
9 complaint I have againſt Gaſpard, there is one that to 
. makes me very uneaſy; it is the great inelination he th 
i has to rob me, which he finds but too often the means m 
1 to ſatisfy, in ſpite of all my watching. The foot- boy, W 
* in whoſe place you are come, connived with him, which de 
. made me turn him away; I depend upon it, you will ab 
WW not ſuffer yourſelf to be corrupted by my ſon, but will m 
1 do all in your power to oblige me; I make not the leaſt 
i doubt, bur Father Alexis has recommended it to you o1 
. very {trongly. I will aſſure you, Sir, replied I, his re- MW ®! 
9 F verence exhorted me for an hour together, not to have U. 
if i any thing in view, but your intereſt: but Jean likewiſe fa 
1 aver to you, that I had no need of this exhortation: 1 my 
i find myſelf entirely diſpoſed to ſerve you faithfully; " 
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to and, in ſhort, I promiſe mw a vow which no 0 
ut tions can corrupt. 

e. Whoever hears but one de FRG nothing: ao 
70 Velaſquez, a perfect limb of the devil, judging by my 
as phyſiognompy, that I ſhould be as eaſily ſeduced as my 
Ye predeceffor, took me aſide, and thus ſpoke to me: Hark 


0. you, my child, I am pretty certain my father has in- 
joined you to watch me; take care, however, what: you 
do; I give you warning, that employmentis not without 
its inconveniences; you will find it very. diſagreeable: 
if I once perceive that you are a fpy upon me, I will 
cudgel you as long as there is any liſe in youg whereas, 

if you will join with me in cheating my father, you: 
may expect every thing from my gratitude. Tou ſhall 
alſo ſhare with me in every prize we make together. 
I leave you to your choice: declare this mument for the 
one or the other; I will have no ſlanding neuter.  -. - 

Really, Sir, anſwered I, you put me to it prodigiouſ- 
ly; I plainly ſee it will be mpoſſible for me to avoid 
taking your part, although I inwardly feel a reluctance 
to betray Signior Velaſquez. You ought not to make 
the leaſt ſcruple of it, rejoined Gaſpard; he is an old 
miſer, who would ſtill keep me in leading - ſtrings; a 
wretch who denies me what is neceſſary, in refuſing to 
defray the expences of my pleaſures: for pleaſures are 
abſolute neceſſaries to a man of five and twenty: * 
muſt regard my father in this light. 7 
I agree with you, Sir, ſaid I, there is no bolding 
out againſt ſuch a cauſe of complaint; I ſhall do my 
utmoſt to aſſiſt you in your laudable enterpriſes: but let 
us conceal our intelligence very caref ally, for fear your 
faithful aſſiſtant ſhould be packed off. It would not be 
amiſs in you, methinks, to affect to hate me; ſpeak ta 
me as roughly as you think proper before people; ne- 
9 ver mind the terms; even ſome boxes on. the ear, and 
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2 few kicks on | the breech, will do no harm] on the 
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contrary, the more marks you ſhew of an averſion to 
me, the more confidence Signior Balthaſar will repoſe 
in me: as for my part, I will pretend to ſnhun yopt com- 
pany; when I wait on you at table, I will jeem to do 
it unwillingly; and when I talk of you to the journey- 
—_— be not affronted if I rail at you ſevetely. 0 
By St. Francis, cried young Velaſquez at theſe laſt 


words, I admire-you, my boy; you diſcover an amaz- 


ing genius for tharping in one of your age; I draw from 
thence a good omen of our ſuture ſucceſs. - I hope, 
by the aſſiſtanee of thy wit, not to leave my father a 
ſingle piſtole. You do me too much honour, ſaid I, 


to rely fo greatly upon my induſtry; however, I will 


do my utmoſt to juſtify your good opinion of me; and 
if I am unſucceſsful, at leaſt it ſhall be none * * 
fault. 


I ſoon tink Gaſpard, that I was aQuidlly hs very 


perfon he wanted; and the following was the firſt fers 
vice I did him. Balthaſar's ſtrong box was in the good 
man's chamber, at his bed- head, and ſerved him as 1 
haſſock to kneel upon, when he was at his devotions. 
I was rejoiced whenever I looked upon it, and I often 
ſaid to it, within myſelf, Sweet dear ſtrong-box, will 
you be always ſhut againſt me? Shall I never be fo hap» 
Py as to contemplate the treaſure you conceal? As] 
went when [I pleaſed into this chamber, whofe entrance 
was forbidden to none but Gaſpard, it bappened one 
day that I entered it unperceived by his father, Who, 
after opening and ſhutting again the ſtrong-box, hid 
the key behind the hangings, not imagining that any 


one ſaw him. I took good notice of the place, and 


immediately informed my young maſter of this diſco» 
very, who embracing me with tranſports: Ah! my dear 


| Scipio, ſaid he, what is it you tell me? Our fortunes 
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are made, my boy. I will get you ſome wax this very 


| day, upon which. you ſhall take the impreſſion of the 
key, and deliver 1 it to me. I ſhall cally. meet with an 


obliging lockſmith in Cordova, which is not the leaft 
ſtocked with rogues of any city in Spain. 
Why, faid:Þ to Gaſpard, ſhould you be at- meet 
ble of getting a falſe key made? Cannot we have re- 
courſe to the true one? Tes, replied. heʒ but I am a- 
ſraid that my father, either through miſtruſt; or other» 
wile, may hide it in ſome other place; and the ſafeſt 
way is to have one in our own cuſtody. I apprqued of 
his fear, and yielding to his opinion, prepared myſelf 


to take the impreſſion of the key; which was aceon- 


dingly done, one fine: morning, while my old maſter 


was gone to Father Alexis, where he uſually. ſtaĩd a 


long while. Neither did E ſtop there, E bad recourſe 


| to the original key, ro open the ſtrong box, which be- 


ing full of great and little bags, put me into an agreea- 
ble perplexity: I knew not which to chuſe, ſo much 


| did J love both the one and the other. However, as 


the fear of being caught would not permit me to make 
a long examination, I ſeized, at all hazards, one of the 
largeſt: then having again locked the box, and put the 
key behind the hangings, I haſtened out of the room 
with my prey, which I concealed in a Bttle en 
where I lay, under my bed. 


Having performed this operation ſo boese 1 


ran immediately to young Velaſquez, who. was waiting 


for me in a houſe, which we had appointed for our ren- 


dez vous, and tranſported him by telling him what I had 
done. He was ſo highly delighted with me, that he 
loaded me with careſſes, and generouſly offered me half 
of what was in the bag, which I refufed. 1 No, no, 
Sir, ſaid I, you ſhall have all the: firſt bag younkelfs 
make uſe of it for your on neceſſary occalions.” 1 
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as in the firſt, there were five hundred crowns: of whick 
I would accept but a quarter, notwithſtanding the en- 
treaties Gaſpard uſed, to induce me to works . with 


women and gaming, be gave himſelf up entirely % 
namoured with one of thoſe famous coquets, who can 


to make ſuch frequent viſits to the ftrong-box, that at 
laſt old Velaſquez perceived he was robbed. Scipio, 
fays he to me one morning, I muſt intruſt you with a 


bags; this is what Lam well aſſured of. Whom ought 


In effect, my old maſter never mentioned. it to me 


= 


heaven! there is plenty for both of us. In effect, three 
days after, I carried off a ſecond bag, in which, as well 


kim brother-like. | 
This young man perceiving himſelf now in path 
and conſequently in a condition to fatisfy his love for WM © 


them; he was even ſo unfortunate as to be very much e- 


devour and ſwallow up the greateſt eſtates; and was fo 
profuſe in his-expences, to pleaſe her, that it obliged me 


ſecret; ſomebody robs me, my lad; they have found the 
way to open my ſtrong - box, and have carried off ſeveral 


I to accuſe of this theft? or rather, who but my ſon can 
have been guilty of it? Gaſpard mult either have en- 
tered my chamber clandeſtinely, or you muſt. have in- 
troduced him thither yourſelf; for E dare almoſt ſwear 


that you are an aceomplice with him, although you ſeem Bl - |. 


to bear a very ill will to each other. Nevertheleſs, 1 
will not give way to this ſuſpieion, becauſe Father A- 
lexis has paſſed his word for your fidelity. I told him, 
that, thank heaven, what was another man's never 
tempted me, and I accompanied this lie with a "uy Chi 
eritical grimace, which ſerved me as an apology. | 


again; but nevertheleſs he did not ceaſe to involve me 
in his miſtruſt; and taking proper precautions again 
our felonious attempts, he bad a new lock put upon his 


-OF GIL 14s. 8 


neo box; and eonſtantly carried. the 1 b in x bis poc ; 
ket. By this means, all communication being cut off 
between us and the bags, we were both very much per- 
plexed; eſpecially Gaſpard, who, being now unable to 
be at the ſame expence for his nymph, was afraid of 
N being obliged to viſit her no more. He had the wit, 
however, to bethink himſelf of an expedient, which e- 
nabled him to rub on ſome days longer; and this in- 


7 genious expedient was, to convert to his own uſe, un- 
5 der the pretence of borrowing, all that acerued to me, 
„ fron the viſits I had made to the ſtrong box. I gave 
mf him then all, even to the laſt piece; which, methinks, 


* might paſs for an anticipated reſtitution, -which. I made 
to the old man, in the perſon of his heir. 
Gaſpard having thus exhauſted his laſt refuge, a 
conſidering that he had no other, fell into a profound 
and gloomy melancholy, which by degrees diſturbed his 
brain. He no longer looked upon his. father, but as a 
man who was the cauſe of all his miſery; in ſhort, he 
| fell into ſo violent a defpair, that, without being re- 
trained. by the ties of blood, the wretch formed the 
dreadful deſign to have him paiſoned;. and not ſatished / 
with communicating to me this execrable project, he 
even propoſed to me that I ſhould ſerve him as the in» 
ſtrument of his vengeance. At this propoſal I felt my- 
ſelf ſhudder with. horrour: Is it poſſible, Sir, ſaid I, , 
can you be fo far abandoned by heaven, as to have for- 
med this horrible reſolution? What! can you be capa= 
ble of an attempt upon. the life of your own father? 
Shall they ſee you in Spain, on the very ſpot. where 
Chriſtianity is profeſſed in its greateſt purity, perpetrate. 
a crime, the bare thought of which would ſtrike the 
moſt barbarous nations with abhorrence? No, my dear 
waſter, continued L, falling at his knees, no, you ſhall ? 
not be gol of an action that would mals the whale l 
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world your enemies, and be infallibby; followed by an 
infamous puniſhment. 

This and a great deal more 50 Pane to Gn t 
diffuade him from ſo black an attempt; I know. not 
from "whence I got all thoſe: arguments of a man of 
Kri principles, which I made uſe of to combat lus 
deſpair; but it is certain, I talked: to him like a Sala. 
manca doctor, as young, and as much the fon of Coſco- 
na as I was. Nevertheleſs, to no purpoſe did I re; 
preſent to him, that he ought to recall his baniſhed; rea- 
fon, and boldly reject the deteſtable thoughts that had 
poſſeſſed his mind; all my eloguence was thrown! away 
upon him. He hung down his. head upon his breafty and 


keeping a ſullen filence, whatever IL could ſay. to. him, 


made me judge, that he till intended to en in bis 
black deſign. eu 

Hereupon, taking w my rofohution upon the ſpot, I de. 
fired a private hearing of my old maſter; with whom 
being ſhut up: Sir, ſaid I, permit me to throw myſelſ 
at your feet, and beg your pardon. Thus faying, 1 fell 
proſtrate before him, in great confuſion, and my exes 
ſtreaming with tears. The draper, amazed at my ac- 
tion, and my diſordered looks, aſked what I had done. 
A fault for which Jam very ſorry, anſwered I, and with 
which I thall always reproach myſelf. I have been ſo 
weak as to hearken to your ſon, and to aſſiſt him in robs 


bing you. At the ſame time I ingenuouſly told him 
all that had paſſed upon this head; aſter which, I in- 


formed of the converſation I had juſt had with Gaſ- 


pard, whoſe deſign 1 revealed to him, 1 Laiter 


1 the leaſt circumſtance. 

As bad an opinion as old Velaſgues- had of bis ſon, 
he could ſcarce believe what I told him. However, 
not doubting but my report was true: Scipio, ſaid he, 
raiſing me up, for J was all the while at his feet, I for- 


0 IL BLA a 


give you, in confideration of the intelligence you ham 
given me. Gaſpard, purſued he, raiſing his voice, Gaſ- 
pard has a deſign againſt my life! Ah! ungtateful ſon! 
monſter, whom it would have been better to have ſmo- 
thered at his birth, than to have ſuffered him to live to 
become a parricide, what reaſon haſt thou to make a- 
ny attempt upon my life? I ſupply thee yearly with a 
reaſonable ſum for thy pleaſures, and art chou not con: 
tent with it? will nothing then ſatisfy thee, but by al⸗ 
lowing thee to Avid away my whole fortune? After 
this bitter apoſtrophe, he enjoined me ſecrecy, and bid 
me leave him to himſelf, to conſider what he Ge to 
do in ſo nice a point. 

I was very anxious to know what coutſe W unſor- 
tunate father would take, when the ſame day he ordered 
Gaſpard to be called, and thus addreſſed him, without 
taking notice to him of what was in his heart. | Son, 
ſaid he, I have received a letter from Merida, wherein 
Jam informed, that if you deſign to marry, you ſhall 
have the choice of a maiden about fiſteen, and perfectly 
bandſome, who will bring you a;great fortune. If this 


marriage pleaſe you, we will ſet out to-morrow at 
break of day for Merida; we will ſee the perſon pro- 
poſed, and if you fancy her, you ſhall have her.  Gaf- 
pard hearing aA large portion mentioned, and thinking 
-himſelt already ſure of it, immediately anſwered, that 


he was ready to go the journey; ſo that they ſet out 


next morning, at break of day, only by amines, agd | 


mounted upon two good mules. 5 

When they were amongſt the mountains of Bette, 
and in a place as much frequented by robbers, as it is 
dreaded by travellers, Balthafar alighted, and ordered 
his ſon to do the ſame. The young man obeyed, but 
aſked, Why be was to alight in that place? I am going 
to tell you, replied the old father, looking on him with 
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an eye, wherein were mixed both grief and auger: we 
mall not go to Merida; the marriage I mentioned to ou. 
is nothing but a ſtory invented to draw you hither. | 
am not ignorant, moſt unnatural and ungrateful ſon, ] 
am not ignorant of the dreadful intention you have for- 
med in your heart, I know that a poiſon, prepared 
by your care and contrivance, is intended to begiven 
me; but fool as thou art; couldſt thou flatter thyſelf 
with the hopes, that thou ſhouldſt rob me of my life in 
that manner, unpuniſhed? What a miſtake! This crime 
would be ſoon diſcovered, and thou wouldſt periſh: by 
the hands of the common executioner. There is, cons 
tinued he, a ſafer way to fatisſy thy rage, without ex- 
poſing thyſelf to an ignominious death: we are here 
quite alone, and in a place where murders are frequent» 
ly committed; ſince thou thirſteth ſo much after mi 
blood, ſtrike thy poinard into my heart, and my death 
will be imputed to robbers. - Thus ſaying, Balthafar 
opened his breaſt: Here, Gaſpard, purſued he, give me 
the fatal blow, to puniſh me for 9 begot b an 
ungrateful wretch as thee. 
Young Velaſquez, ſtruck with theſe words, as if 4 
FN had been a thunderbolt, inſtead of endeavouring to jul- 
[il tify himſelf, fell down on a ſudden in a ſwoon at his 


5 father's feet: upon which the good old man, ſeeing Ml "** 
|." him in that condition, which ſeemed to him the fore- n 
. runner of repentance, immediately gave way to his fa- * 


r 


1 therly affection, and did all in his power to bring him to * 
i} | | himſelf again. However, Gaſpard had no ſooner re- M 
1 covered the uſe of his ſenſes, than, unable to bear the MW * 
5 preſence of a father ſo juſtly enraged, he exerted all his MW ** 
1 ſtrength to get up, mounted again his mule, and MW © 
rode away, without opening his mouth. Balthaſar ſuf- Pr 
fered him to go, and abandoning him to his remorſe, 25 
returned to — where, ſix months after, he was ed 
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Le that he had entered himſelf amongſt the Car- | 


thuſians at Seville, _— to n the ne W * 
liſe in e „ hn t an ben K 


Scipio s Story concluded. 


100 effects ate ſometimes cd by bad e- 

xamples: my young maſter's. behaviour eauſed 
me to make ſerious reflections on my own. 
to reſiſt my thieviſh inclinations, and to live honeſtly. 


The habit I had got of converting to my own uſe all 


the money. that I could lay hands on, was formed by 
ſo many repeated acts, that I had much ado to ſubdue 
it; however, I was in hopes of getting the better of it; 
imagining within myſelf, that in order to become vir- 
tuous, nothing more was required, but a hearty deſire 
of being ſo. I underteok then this great work, and 
heaven ſeemed to bleſs my efforts; I no longer looked | 
upon the old draper's ſtrong-box with a covetous eye; 
I even believed, that though it had depended only up- 
on me to have got ſome bags, I ſhould not have done 


it: I muſt however confeſs,” that it would have been 
imprudence, to have put my budding integrity to ſuch - 


a dangerous teſt: accordingly Velaſquee took care he 
would not put it to the venture. 


Don Manrique de Medrano, a young n 
and knight of the order of Alcantara, ſrequently came 
to my maſter's ſhop. He was our cuſtomer, and that 


one of our nobleſt, if nat one of our beſt. 1 happily 


proved agreeable. to this cavalier, who, whenever he 


met me, would teaſe me to fet me a talking, and ſeem- 
ed to liſten to me with delight. Scipio, ſaid he to me 


I began 
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ene day, if I had a foot · boy of your humour, T-ſhoyld 


think I poſſeſſed a treaſure; and if you did not belong 
to a man whom I eſteem, I would ſpare no pains to en- 


tice you ſrom him. Sir, anſwered I, you would find W 


it no hard matter to ſueceed therein; for IL am natural. 
ly fond of perſons of quality; that is my blind fide; I 
am delighted with their eafy behaviour. Since it is. 
ſo, replied Don Manrique, I-will defire Signior Bal- 
thaſar's conſent for taking you into my ſervice; I dare 
fay he will not refuſe: me ſuchla favour. Accordingly 
Velaſquez did grant it him, and that ſo much the 
more caſily, becauſe he did not think the lofs of a rogue 


irreparable. As for my.cpart, this change rejoiced me 


greatly; a tradeſman's ſervant ſeeming to me but a. 
mere beggar, ze ec e of the ſervant of a —_—_ 
of Alcantara. 1 6 

To give you a juſt idea of my new e 1 rag 
tell you, that he was a handfome cavalier, and one that 
was agreeable to every body, for the ſweetneſs of his 
temper, and his lively wit. Moreover, he had abun: 
dance of courage, and probity; in ſhort, he wanted on- 
ly a good eſtate; but being the youngeſt branch" of a 
family, more Hluſtrious than rich, he was obliged to 


hve at the expence of an old aunt, who reſided at To- 


ledo, and who having as great a regard for him as if he 
had been her own ſony took care to temit him 1 
money was neceſſary for his ſupport. 

He was always genteelly dreſſed, and was kindly re- 
- ceived every where; viſiting all the ladies of the beſt 


quality in that city; and amongſt the reſt the Marchio- 


neſs de Almenara, a widow of ſeventy-two years old, 
who by her obliging behaviour, and the charms of ber 


wit, drew to her houſe all the nobility of Cordova: both 
gentlemenend ladies delighted i in herconverfation'; anſo- 


; 
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much that her houſe: was called the Rendezvous of all 
Good Company. | 

My maſter was one of this lady 5 = affiduous viſi« 
tants. Coming from her one night, he ſeemed to me 
to have a more lively air than common. My Lord, 
faid I, you ſeem very gay; may your faithful ſervant aſk. 
the cauſe? has not ſomething extraordinary. happened? 
My maſter ſmiled at this queſtion, and confeſſed to me, 
that really his thoughts were all engroſſed with a ſeri- 
ous converſation he had juſt had with the Marchioneſs 


de Almenara. 1 heartily wiſh, ſaid J laughing, that 0 


this minion of ſeventy had made you a declaration of 
love. Do not imagine it is a jeſting matter, anſwered 
he; for know, friend, that the Marchioneſs is actually 
in love with me. Don Manrique, ſaid ſhe to me, I am 
neither a ſtranger to the narrowneſs of your. fortune, 
nor the nobleneſs of your family; I have an inclination 
for you; and have reſolved to take you for a huſband, 
to put you in better circumſtances; it not being decent 
for me to enrich you any other way. I am very ſen- 
fble that this marriage will make me be laughed at by 
the world; that a hundred ſlanderous reports will be / 
raiſed about me; and in ſhort, that I ſhall be reckoned 
an old fool, that is ſond of a bedfellow. But no mat- 


ter, I am determined to deſpiſe all their tittle-tattle, in 


order to put my fortune into your hands, - All I fear, 
purſued ſhe, is, that you will not willingly comply with 
my intentions. 

This, purſued my maſter, is the Marchioneſs” s de. 
claration to me; and I am the more amazed at it, be- 
cauſe ſhe is the moſt virtuous and molt prudent woman 
Accordingly I made anſwer, that I was 
ſurpriſed ſhe did me ſo much honour as to offer me her 
hand, ſhe who had always perſiſted in the reſolution of 
remaining ever a widow: 0 which ſhe replied, chat 
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having a large eſtate, ſhe was very dion duath 8 0 
life to ſhare it with a man of honour, for whom ſhe 


had a great regard. In all appearance then, rejoined I, 
you are determined to take the leap. Undoubtedly, 


anſwered he; the Marchioneſs is vaſtly rich, with a ge- 


nerous ſoul, and abundance of wit; I muſt have loſt 
my ſenſes to let flip a ſettlement ſo much to my advan- 
tage. 

1 greatly praiſed my maſter's deſign to lay hold on 
ſuch a fine opportunity of enriching himſelf, and even 
adviſed him to do it immediately, ſo much was I afraid 
of her changing her mind. Luckily, the lady was yet 


more eager for this affair than I; accordingly ſhe gave 


ſuch effectual orders, that the preparations for her wed- 
ding were ſoon ready. When it was known in the ci. 
ty, that the old Marchioneſs de Almenara was going to 
marry young Don Manrique de Mendrano, the laugh» 
ers began to divert themſelves at the lady's expence; 
but to no purpoſe did they ſpend their time in ſeurvy 
jeſts; they could not difſuade her from her deſign ; -the 
left the whole city to talk on, and followed her knight 
to the altar. Their nuptials were celebrated with a 


-fplendour that gave a freſh handle for detraction. The 


bride, ſaid they, ought at leaſt, in modeſty, not 'to have 
had this pomp and«clutter, which is very unbecoming 
in old widows that marry young huſbands. However, 


the Marchioneſs, inftead of ſeeming aſhamed of being 


wife to ſo young a gentleman at her age, gave herſell 
up without reſtraint to the joy ſhe felt thereat. There 
was a great entertainment, with a fine concert, and the 


whole concluded with a ball, at which all the nobility. 


of both ſexes were preſent. Towards the end of the 
ball, the bride and bridegroom withdrew to an apatt- 
ment, where being ſhut in with a waiting - woman and 
myſelf, the Marchioneſs thus addreffeq herſelf to my 
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maſter: Don Mantique; this is your apartment, mie 
is in another part of the houfe; we will fleep in ſepa- 
rate rooms, and we will live all day like mother and 
ſon. The knight was deceived at firſt by this carriage, 
and imagined the lady only ſaid ſo, to induce him to 
have recourſe to a pleaſing violence; and imagining he 
ought in civility to appear amorous, he went up to her, 
and offered her very officiouſly to ſerve her as a valet 
de chambre; but inſtead of ſuffering him to undreis 
her, ſhe put him back with a ſerious air, and faid: 
Hold, Don Manrique, if you imagine me to be one of 
thoſe doting old women, who marry again out of frail» . 
ty, you are very inueh deceived: I did not take you for 
my huſband, to make you buy thoſe advantages I have 
ſecured you by your marriage- contract; no; they 2 
the pure gifts of my heart, and I require no more of 
your gratitude than your friendſhip. Thus ſaying. 
ſhe left my maſter and me in our apartment, and with- 
drew to her on with her woman, aſter having 1 
100008 the knight-not to follow her. : 
When ſhe was gone, we remained for fome time 3. 
mazed at what we had juſt heard. Scipio, ſaid ny 
maſter, could you ever have expected ſuch a ſpeech as 
the Marchioneſs has made me? What do you think of 
ſuch a lady? I think, Sir, anſwered I, that ſhe is not to 
be paralleled, * How happy are you in having her! It 
is having a perfect Fine-cure. For my part, rejoined 
Don Manrique, I admire a wife of ſuch a valuable cha- 
racter, and am determined to make her amends by all 
imaginable complaiſance, for the ſacrifice ſhe offers up 
to her delicacy. We continued talking of her ſome 
time longer, after which we went to reſt; I in a little 
bed in the cloſet, and my maſter on a good down one, 2 
that had been Prepared for ny Cn I GENE" at We 
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Velaſquez. 
during her widowhood, ſhe again put it upon the ſame. 
footing, as it was in the time of her firſt huſband; ſhe 


_ 
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bande of bis heart, he was not forty: to lie atone, and 
to come off {cot-tree.. 


The rejoicings began again next Jays ol the bride 


ſeemed i in ſuch a good humour, that ſhe gave full ſcope 


to the laughers. She was even the firſt to laugh- at 
what they ſaid, and incited them herſelf to be merry, 
by taking with a good grace all their flights. Don 
Mant ique alſo, on the other hand, ſeemed no leſs pleaſ-. 
ed than his ſpouſe; and one would have ſworn, by the. 
tender glances he gave her, and his obliging way of 
ſpeakiag to her, that he had taken a fancy to old age. 
In the evening the new -· married couple had another con - 
verſation, wherein it was agreed, that, without putting 
any conſtraint upon themſelves, they ſhould both live 
in the ſame manner as they had done before their wed- 


ding. Nevertheleſs, I muſt do Don Manrique the juſ- 5 
tice to ſay, that he did, in conſideration of his wife, 


what few huſbands would have condeſcended to in his 


place; he abandoned a little gypſey whom he loved, 


and by whom he was beloved again, reſolving not to 


hold a correſpondence, which would ſeem, as he ſaid, 
an inſult to the delicate conduct of his wife towards 


him. | 9 
Whilſt he gave ſach ſtrong proofs of his oral 
to this ald lady, ſhe repaid them with uſury, though the 


was ignorant of them; ſhe put her {trong-box into his 


poſſeſſion, which was yet more valuable than that of 
As the had diſmiſſed ſome of her retinue, 


hired more ſervants, and filled her ſtables with good 
horſes and mules: in a word, by her generous beha- 
viour, the pooreſt knight of the order of Alcantara be- 
came ſoon the richeſt. You will enqu:re, perhaps, 


waat all this put into my pocket? I received fifty piſ- 
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| wies from my miſtreſs, and à hundred from my maſ- 
ter, who likewiſe' made me his ſecretary, with'a'falary 


of four hundred crowns a- year; he had even ſo much 
confidence in my inen, that . made me . tre- 
ſurer. 1 | 7 18 8 
His treaſurer! -cried 4; interrupting Scipio i in this 
place, and burſting into a laughter. Ves, Sir, anſwer- 
ed he, with a cold and grave air, yes, his treaſurer; 
and I may even be bold enough to ſay, that I diſchar- 
ged this employment with honour. It is true, F may 
perhaps be ſomething in arrears in my accounts; for as 


I took up my wages beforehand out of the cath, a nd 


was forced. ſuddenly to leave Don Manrique's. ſervice, 


it is not impoſſible but there may be ſome deficiency: 


however that be, it is the laſt reproach that can be 
made me, fince J have ever finoe acted with -probity and 2 
honout. | 

I was then, bse che ſon of Coſeolina ſecreta- 
ry and treaſurer to Don Manrique, who ſeemed as well 
pleaſed with me, as I was ſatisfied with him, wien he 
received a letter from Toledo, wherein he was infor- 
med, that Donna Theodora Moſcoſo was ſo bad that obs 
there was no hopes of her recovery, He was ſo ſenſi- 
bly affected at this news, that he ſet out immediately 
to ſee that lady, who had been as a mother to him for 
ſome years. F attended him on his journey, with only 


a valet de chambre, and one footman, alb mounted up- 
on the beſt horfes in our ſtables; and we were not long 
im arriving at Toledo. We there found Donna The- 
odora in a condition to give us hopes ſhe would get the 


better of that illnefs; and in effect, our conjectures, 
though contrary to the opinion of an old phyſician, who 
attended her, were not contradicted by the event. | 


Whilſt our good aunt recovered her health vifibly, . . 


not ſo much, perhaps, by virtue of the medicines 
e 
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they made her take, as by the preſence of her 40 ne 
phew, Mr. Freaſurer paſſed his time, the molt agreeably 
that was poſſible, with ſome young fellows, whoſe ae 
quaintance was very proper to procure him opportuni- 
ties for ſpending his money. 'They ſometimes carried 
me to the tennis courts, where they engaged me to play 
with them, and not being ſo expert at this buſineſs as 
my maſter Don Abel, I loſt much oftener than I won. 
1 began inſenſibly to grow fond of gaming; and if I 
had given up myſelf entirely to that paſſion, it would 
doubtleſs have obliged me to take up ſome quarters be» 
forehand out of the caſh; but happily. for me, love in- 
terpoſed to fave both the caſh and my virtue. One 
day, as I was paſſing by the church de los Reyes, I per 
ceived through a lattice, whoſe curtains were open, 2 
young lady, who feemed to me not ſo much a mortal 
as a goddeſs: I ſhould make uſe of yet a ſtronger term, 
if there were any, to expreſs better the impreſſion her 
fight made upon me. I made enquiry about her, and, 
by the ſtrength of indefatigable diligence, was infor» 
med, that ſhe was called Beatrice, and that ſhe was 
waiting- woman to Donna Julia, youngeſt davghterto the 
Count de Polan, 

Here Beatrice mated Scipio, by burſting into a 
loud fit of laughter; after which, addreſing herſelf to 
my wife: Amiable Antonia, faid ſhe, examine me well, 
1 beg you, do not you think that I have the air of a 
goddeſs? You had then in my eyes, anſwered Scipio, 
and ſinca I am now fully aſſured. of your fidelity, you 
ſeem to me more charming than ever. After ſuch a 
gallant repartee, my ſecretary thus continued his ſto- 
ry. 

: This diſcovery added freſh "Pa to my v flame, whichs 
J muſt own, was not then a lawful one; 1 imagined it 
would not be difficult to triumph over her virtue, ik 1 
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ond her with preſents capable of ſhaking! it; but I 
had a wrong opinion of the chaſte Beatrice. In vain did“ 

I offer her my purſe and my ſervices, by means of ſom e 
mercenary women, ſhe rejected my propoſals with dif- 
dain. Her reſiſtance did but add to my defires; I had. 
recourſe to the laſt expedient; I offered her my hand; 
which ſhe did not refuſe, when ſhe knew I was ſeere - 
tary and treaſurer to- Don Manrique. As we thougbt 

proper to conceal our marriage for ſome time, we were 
joined in wedlock ſecretly in the preſence of Lorenga 
Sephora, governate to-Seraphina, and ſome others of the. 
Count de Polan's domeftics. No fooner was Beatiice 
my. wife, than ſhe procured me the means of ſeeing her. 
by day, and converſing with her at night, in the gar=- 
den; to which I had acceſs by a little door, of which 


ſhe gave me the key. Never were a couple more pleasſ- 


ed with each other than Beatrice and me; we waited 
with equal impatience for the hour of the rendezvous. 
we haſtened thither with the ſame eagerneſs; and the 
time we ſtaid together, though it was ſometimes porn : 
long, always ſeemed to us too ſhort. 
One night, which was as unlucky to me, as the for- 
mer ones had been fortunate, I was not a little con- 
founded, on my entrance into the garden, to find the 
little door open. This novelty ſtartled me: I drew: 
from thence an ill omen, and turned pale, and trems 
bled, as if I had foreſeen what was to happen to me; 
and ee in the dark towards an arbour where: 
generally met my ſpouſe, I heard a man's voice. I 
ſtopt ſhort on a ſudden to liſten better, and I immedi»: 
ately heard theſe words: Make me not languiſh then, 
lovely Beatrice, complete my happineſs; remember 
that your fortune depends upon it. Inſtead of having 
the patience to liſten any longer, I thought I needed 
to hear no more; a jealous fury ſeized upon my Toul, 
„„  - 1 | 
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and breathing nothing but revenge, I drew my ſword. 


and flew into the arbour. Ah! perfidious wretch, : 
eried I, whoever thou art, thou muſt deprive me of life, of 
before thou robbeſt me of my honour. Thus faying, I 4 
fell upon the cavalier who was converſing with Bea- te 
trice. He ſoon put himſelf into a poſture of defence, 0 
and fought like a man who underſtood fencing better i1 
than me, who had only' received a few inſtructions at c 
Cordova. Nevertheleſs, as good a ſwordſman as he ſ 


was, I made a puſh at him which he could not parry, { 
or rather his foot ſlipt. I beheld him fall; and ima- 
gining I had wounded him mortally, fled away as faſt 
as I was able, without ſtopping to anſwer Py who 
called after me. 

Yes indeed, ſaid Scipio's wife, interrupting ies; I 
called him to inform him of the truth. The cavalier 
with whom I was talking, was Don Fernand de Leyva. 
This nobleman, who was then paying his addreſſes to 
my miſtreſs Julia, had formed the Telolution to carry 

her off, imagining there was no other way to gain her; 
and I had myſelf made him an appointment in the gar» 
den, to concert meaſures for putting his deſign in exe- 
cution; upon which he aſſured me my fortune depen- | 
ded. But all my calling after my ſpouſe was to no WW 
purpoſe; he fled away from me as from an unfaithful | 
wife. ö 

In the condition I was then in, reſumed Scipio; 1 
was capable of any thing. They who know by expe- 
rience what jealouſy is, and what extravagancies it 
makes even the moſt ſenſible people commit, will not 
be ſurpriſed at the diſorder it produced in my weak 
brain. I immediately changed from one extreme to 
the other. I felt the love I had for my wife but a 

© moment before turned to downright hatred ; and ſwore- 
that I would abandon her, and baniſh her for ever from 


hos © 
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my thoughts. | Beſides, 1 beliered I had killed the. ca- 
valier, and in this opinion, fearing to fall into the hands 
of juſtice, I experienced the fatal trouble, which, like 
a fury, purſues every where the man who has commit- 
ted a baſe action. In this dreadful fituation, thinking 
only on making my eſcape, I never returned home, but 
immediately fled from Toledo, without any mare 


cloaths than thoſe on my back. I had indeed three 


ſcore piſtoles in my pocket, which was a handſome 


ſum for a young fellow, who intended to MO mn. 


in ſervice. 
I walked on then the whete night, or, to EIT EM 


properly, Iran; for having the dread of the alguazils 
always before my eyes, it gave me continually freſh vi- 
gour. When day-light appeared T had got between 


Rodiltas and Maqueda: and when I arrived at this laſt 
town, feeling myſelf a little weary, I went into a 


church which had juſt been opened, and after faying 4 
ſhort prayer, ſat me down upon a bench to reſt me. 1 
began then to reflect upon the ſtate of my affairs, whickr 
had but. a dreadful proſpect; but I had not been long 
in this reverie, before J heard the church refound' with” 


three or four ſmacks of a whip, which made me ima 


gine ſome muleteer was paſſing by. I aroſe up imme- 
diately to ſee if I was not miſtaken; and when F was 
at the door, perceived one mounted upon a-mule, and 
leading two others in his hand. Stop, friend, faid 15 
where are you going with theſe mules? To Madrid, 


replied he; I brought from thence two enn 
friars, and am returning back again. 1 

90 good an opportunity of going to Madrid, hors 
me a deſire of ſeeing it; wherefore I made a bargain 


with the muleteer, mounted one of his mules, and ad- 
vanced towards Illeſcas, where we were to lie. We 
vere got no great diſtance from Maqueda, when'the mu- 
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leteer, a man between thirty and forty, began to thanx 


the prayers the canons ſay at matins; after which he 
ſang the creed, as it is chanted at high maſs; then pro- 
ceeding to the veſpers,. he ſang them, without forget | 
ting even the Magnificat. Although the raſcal ſtun- 
ned me, I could not forbear laughing, nay, I even in- 
treated him to go on, when he was obliged to ſtop to 
recover his breath, Courage, friend, ſaid I, do not 
leave off; if heaven has given you good lungs, you do 
not make an ill uſe of them, Oh! for that matter, 
not I, anſwered he; I am not, God be thapked, like the 
generality of thofe who travel the roads, they ſing only 
ſuch ſongs as are either ſmutty or profane; I de not 
ſing even any of the ballads on our wars againſt the 
Moors; for at leaſt they are vain, if they are not lewd. 
You are poſſeſſed of a. modeſty and probity, replied I, 
rate to be found in muleteers; but with your extreme 


ſcrupulouſneſs about the choice of your ſongs, have you 


alſo made a vow of chaſtity in thoſe inns where there 
are handſome maids? Certainly, rejoined he; conti- 
nency is another thing, upon which I value myſelf in 
thoſe places; I am wholly taken up there with the care | 
I ought. to have of my mules. I was not a little ſur» 

priſed to hear this phoenix of a muleteer talk thus; and 
thinking him a man of honeſty and good ſenſe, I enter- - 
ed into converſation with him as ſoon as be had ſung 

as much as he chuſed. 


We arrived at Illeſcas in the evening; and when we 


got to the inn, I left my companion to take care of the 


mules, and went into the kitchen. I ordered the land- 
lord to prepare us a good ſupper; which he promiſed 
to do fo well, that I ſhould remember alLany lite my 


having lodged at his houſe. Aſk, purſued he, aſk your 


nauletecr what fort of a man I am, By St, Francis, i 


8 


you whether I ſay too much for myſelf. Thereupon 
he pointed to a ſtew-pan, wherein there was, as he ſaid, 


You conceal from me the true reaſon of your not taſt- 


theſe ſorts of ragouts, ever ſince, on the road from To- 
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will defy all the cooks in Madrid and Toledo to make 
ſo good an olla podtida as I can, I will toſs you up to- 
night a ragout of young rabbits of my dreſſing, to ſhew- 


a rabbit already cut in pieces. That, continued he, is 
what I deſign to toſs you up. When I have added to- 
it ſome pepper, and ſalt,” with wine, ſweet herbs and 
ſome other ingredients which I:uſe in my ſauces, I hope 
to preſent you with a ragout fit for a contador- major: 
After the landlord had thus extolled himſelf, he be- 
gan to dreſs ſupper; and whilft he was about it, I went 
into a parlour, where lying down upon a wretched bed- 
I found there, L fell. afleep,: being heartily tired, and 
having had no reſt the night before. In about two 
hours, the muleteer came to wake me: _ Maſter, ſaid he, 
your ſupper waits you; come, if you pleaſe, and fit- 
down at the table. 'There was a cloth laid in the room- 
with two covers, We ſat down thereat, the muleteer 
and I, and the ragout was brought in. 1 fell to it ea- 
gerly, and thought it an excellent diſn; whether my 
hunger made me judge of it too favourably; or whe- 
ther it was the effect of the cook's ingredients. They 
afterwards ſerved up a piece of roafted mutton; and. 
obſerving that the muleteer touched only the laſt diſh, 
but never taſted: the other, I enquired his reaſon for {0 
doing. He anſwered with a ſmile, that he was not: 
fond of ragouts. This anſwer, or rather the ſmile with 
which it was accompanied, ſeemed to me myſterious. . 


ing this ragout, ſaid I; I beg you would tell it me. 
Since you are ſo defirous of knowing it, replied he, 1 
muſt inform you I have an averfion to cramming down 


ledo to Cuenca, a large cat was ſerved up in a ragout, 
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inſtead of a rabbit; this has given me a diſguſt to fi. | 


callees. 
As ſoon as the ah 1a this, otwichſlzuding 


my being infinitely hungry, my ſtomach failed at once. 


J imagined. J had been eating a cat palmed upon me 
for a rabbit, and I could no longer look upon the ra. 
gout without being diſguſted at it. My companion 
did not eure me of this ſuſpicion, by telling me that 


the inn · Keepers in Spain frequently made ſuch miſtakes, 


as well as the paſtry-cooks. This diſcourſe, as may be 
gueſſed, was a great conſolation; accordingly, I had 
not the leaſt inclination to return to the ragout, nor e- 


ven to touch roaſt - meat, for fear the mutton ſhould be 


no more genuine than* the, rabbit. I therefore aroſe 
from the table, wiſhing the ragout, the landlord and the 


inn at the devil; and lying down again upon the bed, 


paſſed the night more quietly than. I had expected. 


Next morning early, after paying my landlord as libe- 
rally as if he had uſed me very well, I haſtened away 
from Hleſcas, with my imagination ſti} fo full of the 


ragout, that T took for cats all the living creatures 1 
met in my way. | 

We arrived at Madrid im goed time, where as ſoon 
as J had ſatisfied my muleteer, I hired a room, ready 


| furniſhed, near the gate, called Sun. Gate. My eyes, 
though accuſtomed to the beau - monde, were neveithe- 


teſs dazzled at the vaſt concourſe of noblemen that are 


uſually to be ſeen at the court end of the town.  Iad- 


mired the prodigious number of coaches, and the infi- 
nite crouds of gentlemen, pages, and footmen, in the 


retinue of the grandees. But my admiration redou- 
bled, when, going to the. King's levee, I ſaw that mo- 

narch furrounded by his courtiers. I no longer won- 
deted at having heard it ſaid, that one muſt ſee the 
court of Madrid, ta be able to conceive all its magni- 


. 


ficence; I was overjoyed at having come thither, and 


was aſſured, in mx own thoughts, that: I ſhould do 
ſomething extraordinary there. However, all I did 
there, was to get ſome acquaintance,. that were of no 
manner of ſervice to me. I ſpent all my money by 


little and little; and was at laſt: very happy, with all 


my merit, in taking up with a pedant of Salamanca, 
whom a family-affair had brought to Madrid, where he 


was born, and to whom I became known by mere _ 


chance. He made me his Fac:totum, and I went with 
him to his univerſity when he returned thither. 
My new maſter was named Don Ignatio de Ipigna; 
he had aſſumed the title of Don, on account of having 
been tutor to a Duke, who, in gratitude, had ſettled a 


penſion on him for life: he had another, as ſenior pro- 


feſſor of his college, and beſides, exaCted every year a 


contribution of two or three hundred piſtoles from the 


public, by printing his books of dogmatical morals. 


His way of compoling theſe works, deſerves very well 


my making honourable mention thereof. He ſpent al- 
moſt the whole day in reading Hebrew, Greek, and 


Latin authors, and in writing down upon a little ſquare 


bit of paper, every apophthegm, or fine thought which 
he found therein. In proportion as he filled theſe bits, 
be employed me in putting them upon a file in the 


ſhape of a garland, and each garland made a volume. 


What wretched books did we palm upon the world 
Not a month paſſed that we did not make at leaſt two: 


volumes, and immediately the preſs groaned under the 


burthen of our compoſitions. What is moſt ſurpriſing, 


is, that thoſe rhapſodies were publiſhed as novelties; | 
and if the critics thought proper to reproach the author 
with ſtealing from the ancients, he would anſwer, withy. -. 


a naughty impudence, Furto letamur in ipſo. 


He was likewiſe a great commentator z and there was 
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quently made remarks, upon things not worthy of 
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fo much learning in his commentaries, that he fre. 


annotations. As he fometimes tranſcribed ' paſlapez 
out of Heſiod and other authors, (though very prepoſe 
terouſly) upon his ſquare bits of paper before mentions 
ed, I did not fail of improving myſelf, by being even 


with this pedant; it would be ungrateful in me not to 


acknowledge it. I made myſelf maſter of writing, by 


often copying his works; and though in treating me ta- 


ther like a pupil than like a ſervant, he took care to 
cultivate my underſtanding, he did not neglect my mo- 
rals at the ſame time. Scipio, would he ſay, (when by 


chance he heard of any domeſtic, who had played a a 


roguiſh trick) take care, child, of not following the ill 


example of that raſcal; a ſervant ought to do his duty 
by his maſter both with zeal and fidelity: in a word, 


Don Ignatio let flip no opportunity of inciting me to 
virtue; and his exhortations had ſo good an effect up- 
on me, that I was not in the leaſt tempted to-play him 
any trick, during the W fifteen months that! lived 
with him. 


I have Roy ſaid that Dr. de Ipigna was „ene 


he Ld upon the prince's 3 This 88 


who is the very ſame to whom I had after wards fecourſe 
to get the Signior de Santillane out of the tower of Se- 
govia, having a mind to ſerve Don Ignatio, engaged her 
miſtreſs to aſk a benefice for him of the Duke de Ler- 
Hereupon that miniſter preferred him to the arch- 
deaconry of Grenada, which, being in a conquered 
country, the diſpoſal of it is-in the King. We ſet out 
for Madrid as ſoon as we heard this news, the Doctor 
being defirous of thanking his benefactreſſes before he 
went to Grenada. I had then more rhan one oppor- 


tunity of ſecing and ſpeaking to Catalina, My gay 
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temper and eaſy air pleaſed hers on the others hands; 
ſhe was ſo much to my fancy, that I could not hel 
making ſuitable returns to the little marks of affection 
ſhe ſhewed me: in ſhort, we devoted ourſelves entirely 
to each other. Forgive me this confeſſion, my dear 
Beatrice, as I believed you unfaithful to my bed, that 
errour ought to ſave me from your reproaches. 
In the mean. while, Don Ignatio was preparing for 
his departure to Grenada; and his relation and I being 
frightened at the approaching ſeparation wherewith we 
were threatned, had recourſe to an expedient which 
prevented it. I pretended to be fick, and complained 


of my head and breaſt, and acted to the life a man op- 


preſſed with all the ilineſs in the world. My maſter 
ſent for a phyſician, who, after having well obſerved 
me, told me plainly, that my diſtemper was of worſe 
conſequence than was imagined, and that, in all ap- 
pearance, I ſhould keep my chamber for ſome time. 
The doctor, impatient to be at his cathedral, did not 
think proper to put off his departure, but choſe rather 
to hire another ſervant; contenting himſelf with deli- 
vering me over to the care of a nurſe, with whom he, 
left a ſum of money to bury me if I * or to reward 


me for my good ſervices if I recovered. 


When I-knew Don Ignatio was gone for Genn 
my indiſpoſition fled; wherefore I got up; diſmiſſed 
the phyſician, who had fo much penetration; and tur- 
ned off my nurſe, who robbed me of above half the mo- 
ney'ſhe was to have given me. Whilſt I ated” this 
part, Catalina was playing another with Donna Anna 
de Guevara, her miſtreſs, whom the informed that 1 


was admirable for intrigues; this made her. chuſe me 


for one of her agents. This good nurſe, whom the 
love of riches induced frequently to undertake jobs, had 


need of ſuch 'emiſſariesz wherefore ſhe received me a» 


bf 
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mongſt her domeſtics, and ſoon put me to the trial. 
She ſent me upon errands that required ſome addreſs; 
and, without vanity, did not diſcharge myſelf of them 
like a novice; accordingly, fhe was as well pleaſed with 
me, as I had reaſon te be diſſatisfled with her. She 
was ſo covetous, that ſhe gave me not the leaſt ſhare 
of the fruits ſhe reaped from my labour and induſtry; 
imagining, that, in paying me my Wages, ſhe was vaſt- 
ly generous. to me. This exceſliye avarice would have 
made me ſhift my quarters, if I had not been prevented 
by the goodneſs of Catalina, who becoming daily more 
enamoured of me, at laſt propoſed to me plainly to 
marry her. 

Be not in ſuch a hurry, my channel; faid I, that 
eeremony cannot be ſo ſoon ſolemnized by us; I muſt 


firſt hear of the death of a young perſon who has been 


beforehand with you, and to whom I was joined in 
wedlock for my fins. Tell that ſtory to ſomebody elſe, 
ſaid Catalina, you pretend you are. married, to conceal 
from me, civilly, your averſion to marry me. I pro- 
teſted to her, in vain, that I ſpoke ingenuouſly: my 
fincere confeſſion ſeemed to her a ſham; and being of- 
fended at it, ſhe altered her way of behaviour to me. 


We did not quarrel indeed; but we grew viſibly cold 


to each other, and behaved ſo as not to break i in upon 
common decency and civility, 

Whilſt things were in this ſituation, I was been 
that Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, ſecretary to the 


firſt miniſter of the crown of Spain, wanted a footman; 


and I was the more pleaſed with this place, as it was 


cried up to me as the molt agreeable one that I could 


poſſeſs. The Signior de Santillanex faid they, is a 
worthy cavalier, anda great favourite of the Duke de 
Lerma, and one who mult of courſe ſoon grow rich; 


' beſides, he is one of a generous ſoul, in doing bis bu- 
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neſs yeu will fikewife do your own, very well, you 
will be ſure to find your account in it. I immediate- 
ly ſeized this opportunity, and went and offered my 
ſervice to Signior Gil Blas, for whom I found in my- 
ſelf a ſtrong inclination at firſt fight, and who hired 
me upon my looks. I therefore that moment reſolved 


to leave Donna Anna de Guevara for him, and he ſhall | 


be, I hope, the laſt maſter I will have. 

Thus my ſecretary ended his ſtory; after which, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to me; Signior de Santillane, conti- 
nued he, be fo good as to teſtify to thoſe ladies, that I 
have always behaved honeſtly and affeCtionately to you. 


I have need of your evidence to perſuade them, that 


Coſcolina's ſon has reformed his morals; and made his 

vitious inclinations ſubmit to virtuous ſentiments. 
Yes, ladies, ſaid I then, that is what I can aſſure 

you of though Scipio in his infant days was a knave, 


and would let nothing eſcape his fingers, he is ſo wat. 


reclaimed fince, that he has become the model of a 


faultleſs ſervant. I am fo far from having any thing 
to reproach him with, about his behaviour to me, that 


I ought rather to own my being very much obliged to 
him. The night I was ſeized, and carried to the tower 


of Segovia, he ſaved from pillage, and depoſited in 
good hands, part of my effects, which he might with- 
out the leaſt fear of diſcovery have converted to his owir 
uſe: nor was he contented with doing his utmoſt to 
preſerve my ſubſtance, but he came in pure friendſhip 


to ſhut himſelf up with me in that loanſome priſon, 7 
chuſing rather to ſhare in my 8 than to ee = 
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CHAP. L 


How happy Gil Blas was, and what a woeful Accident 
put a Stop to it. What changes happened at Court, 
which induced Santillane to return thither. | 


NTONIA and Scipio's wife, as I before obſer- 
ved, lived in very good friendſhip with each o- 
ther; the one having been accuſtomed to behave like 

a dutiful ſervant, and the other uling herſelf reſ- 
_ pectfully to play the miſtreſs. My ſecretary and I were 
too fond huſbands, and two well beloved by our wives, 
not to have ſoon the happineſs of being fathers; the) 
became pregnant almoſt at the ſame time. Beatrice 
was delivered firſt of a daughter; a few days after 
which, Antonia filled us all with joy, in bringing a fon 
into the world, I diſpatched immediately Scipio 10 


* 
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Valencia, to acquaint. the goyernour with theſe happy 
tidings, who came to Lirias with Seraphina, and the 
Marchioneſs de Pliego, to ſtand ſureties for the child, 


taking a pleaſure in adding this teſtimony of his affec- 


tion to all thoſe I had already received from him. My 


ſon, to whom that nobleman was godfather, and the 
Marchioneſs godmother, was called Alphonſo; and the 
governour's lady being deſirous of doing me that ho- 
nour, ſtood with me to Scipio's daughter, 0 whom we 
gave the name of Seraphina. 


Not only all the perſons in the manour: hauſe were 


rejoiced at the birth of my ſon, but the inhabitants of 


Lirias celebrated it alſo by rejoicings, which was a cer- 


tain proof that all the hamlet intereſted themſelves in 
whatever pleaſed their Lord. But, alas! our Tejoic- 


ings were ſoon at an end; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
they were ſuddenly turned into mourning, tears, and 
lamentations, by an accident, that above twenty years: 
hath not been able to obliterate from my memory. My 
ſon died, and my wife, though ſafely delivered of him, 


did not *. ſurvive, being carried off by a violent fe- 
ver, after fourteen months marriage. The reader max 
eaſily imagine how much I was afflicted at this direful 


event; I fell into a ſtupid heavineſs; and by being too 
ſenſible of the loſs I had ſuſtained, I ſeemed as if I had 
been wholly inſenſible thereof. I remained in this ſtu 


por five or fix days, nor would I receive any ſuſtenance;. 
and had it not been for Scipio, I am apt to think I 
ſhould either have ſuffered myſelf to have died with 


hunger, or ſhould have gone diſtracted. But this. art» 
ful ſecretary had the addreſs to deceive my grief in con · 
forming himſelf to it; he- cunningly made me take 


ſome broth, by offering it to me with ſuch a melancholy a 


air, that he ſeemed not to give it ſo much to preſerve 
my ey as to nouriſh my grief._ | 
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Moreover, this affectionate ſervant wrote to Don 
Alphonſo, to acquaint him with my deplorable caſe, 
and the woeful condition I was in: that compaſſionate 
and ſympathiſing nobleman, that generous friend, hal. 
tened away ſoon after he received it to Lirias; I can. 
not, without tears, recollect the moment he appeared 

before me. My dear Santillane, ſaid he embracing me, 
come not here to comfort you; I come to lament with 
you the loſs of the once amiable Antonia, as you would 
with me that of Seraphina, ſhould it pleaſe Heaven ts 
call her hence. In effect, he wept, and anſwered me 
Ggh for ſigh. Overwhelmed as I was with my own 
ſorrows, Don W amd 8 e affected me very in 
ſibly. 

The governour had afterwards a lon g conference wit 

Ii ' Scipio, what meaſures to take to alleviate my grief; 
Wis and they both concluded that I ſhould be removed for 
ſome time from Lirias, where every thing continually 
brought the image of Antonia freſh in my mind; up- 
on this Don Cæſar's fon offered to take me with him 
to Valencia; and my ſecretary ſeconded this propoſal 
ſo ſtrongly, that I, at laſt, accepted of it. I left Sch 
pio then and his wife at my houfe, the fight of Which 
in reality ſerved only to aggravate my grief; and 
departed with the governour for Valencia, When! 
arrived there, Don Cæſar, and his amiable daughter-in- 
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law, did all in their power to diſpel my chagrin; they 423 
had recourſe, by turns, to all the amuſements that were FF... 
moſt proper to divert my thoughts; but, notwithſtan- 1, 
ding all their officious care, I remained overwhelmed join 
with a deep melancholy, from which they could not in) 


extricate me. It was not Scipie's fault that I did not Ha 
recover my former tranquillity; he often came to viſit 
oy" and returned to Lirias the more melancholy, or 
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on "mY more healed; juſt as he ſaw me more or eſs diſ- 


ſe, poſed to admit of conſolation.” 

" One morning in particular, he Maped into ny 

al. chamber; Sir, ſaid he, with great emotion, there is a 

al- report current about the city, that concerns the whols 
red kingdom; it is rumoured that Philip III. is dead, and 
© MW that the Prince his ſon has aſcended the throne, They 
th ay beſides, added he, that the Cardinal Duke of Ler- 
OS... has io place; that he is even forbid the court; 
te and that Don Gaſpard de Guzman, Count d'Olivarez, 
me is now prime miniſter. I felt myſelf ſome what moved 

BY at this news, and yet J knew not for what reaſon. | 
ene Scipio, perceiving it, aſk*d me, if I was not at all af- 

„ kecked by this great change. Wby how far, my 
bs friend, replied I, would you have me affected there- 

ef; 


with? J have quitted the court; all the changes that 


can happen there, ought for the future to be entirely | 


indifferent to me. | 723 


For a man of your age, faid "#08 you are ſurpri- 
ingly weaned from the world. Were J in your place, 
I thould have a defire to ſatisfy my curioſity; I ſhould 8 
go to Madrid, and there appear before the young mo» 
narch, to try whether he would recolle& me. Your: 
eee may not agree with mine, but this is a ſa» 
tisſaction I ſhould give myſelf. I underſtand you very 
well, reſumed I; you are deſirous of having me to te- 
turn to court, to try my fortune there once more; or 
rather to turn there again a covetous ambitious. wretch. 
Why ould your morals be again corrupted there? te- 
joined Scipio. I have more conſidence than you have 
is your virtue, and I will be anſwerable for your con- 
ſtaucy and reſolution on this occaſion. The ſenſible 
reflections 1 you made upon the court in your ' diſgrace, 
cave you no room to dread the dangers of it. Embark 
gain boldly upon a ſea, with all whoſe rocks and 
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thelves you are acquainted. Not fo faſt, flatterer, in« 


terrupted I, ſmiling, art thou tired with ſeeing me lead 
a quiet life? 1 en ay tranquillity u__ been noe 
An ee, 

Don Cæſar and bis ſon How arkintg our dilcbufte 
was interrupted; they eonfirmed to me the news of the 
King's death, as well as of the Duke of Lerma's diſ- 
grace. They moreover told me, that this miniſter 
having begged to retire to Rome, had not been able to 
obtain it, but had been ordered to go and live at his 
marquiſate of Denia. Thus ſaying, as if they had 
previouſly concerted matters with my ſecretary, they 
adviſed me to ſet out for Madrid, and ſhew myſelf to 
the new King; ſince I was not 6nly known to him, 
but had even done him ſome ſervices, which great men 
are for the moſt part not backward in rewarding. * 

For my part, cried Don Alphonſo, I am almoſt cet: 
| tain that he will requite them; Philip IV. is obliged 
to pay the debts of the Prince of Spain. T am'of your 
way of thinking, ſaid Don Cæſar; and.F look upon 
Santillane's journey to court, as an opportunity for him 
to riſe to ſome great employment. Indeed, my Lords, 
anſwered 1, you do not conſider what you ſayz one 
would imagine to hear you both, that I need only go 
to Madrid, to have the golden key, or ſome other con- 
ſiderable employment. On the contrary, I am of opi- 
nion, that the King would not take the leaſt norice of 
me, though I ſhould appear before him; I will put it 

to the trial if you defire it, to undeceive you. The 
Lords of Leyva took me at my word, and I could not 
avoid promiſing them to ſet out as ſoon as ppſſible ſor 
Madrid. When my ſecretary ſaw me determined t0 
take this journey, he was much rejoiced; imagining | 


ſhould no ſooner appear before the new monarch, than 
he would diſtinguiſh me from the croud, and load me 


Cil 


119 
with honours and favours. Hereupon pleaſing his fan- 
ey with the moſt flattering chimeras, he raiſed me in 
his imagination to the firſt poſts of the ſtate, and puſh- 
ed his own fortune by the means of my advancement. 
I made preparations therefore to return to Madrid; not 
with the view of making my court there to fortune; 
but to ſatisfy Don Cæſar, and his ſon, ' whoſe minds 
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were poſſeſſed with the opinion, that I ſhould ere long 5 


enjoy the good graces of my ſovereign. It is true, 1 
felt at the bottom of my heart ſome deſire to know if 
that young prince would again recollect me. Urged 
by this curiofity, without either hopes or intention of 
profiting by the new reign, I departed for Madrid 
with Scipio, intrufting Beatrice, who was an excellent 
manager, with the care of my houſe and family. 
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CHAP. II. 


Cil Blas's Arrival at Madrid: he appears at Churt, 
where the King recollectt him, and recommends bim 
to his firſs Miniſter : the Succeſs of : his Recommenda- 


tion, 


ON Alphonſo giving us two of his beſt horſes, 
we reached Madrid in leſs than eight days. 
We went immediately to a ready-furniſhed houſe, where 
I had already lodged twice before, and there diſmoun- 
ted; and Vincent Forero, my former landlord, gave 
me a very hearty welcome. 

As he was a man who valued himſelf upon knowing | 
erery thing that paſſed both at court and in the city, 1 
aſked him what was the beſt news at Madfid? There 
is a great deal, anſwered he; ſince our late King's 


death, the friends and partizans of the Cardinal Duke 
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of Lerma have taken abundance of pains to preſerve his 
Eminence in the miniſtry, but all their efforts have been 
abortive; the Count d'Olivarez has overcome them. It 


is pretended that Spain loſes nothing by the change; 
and that this new miniſter is a man of ſuch an exten- 
ſive genius, that he would even be capable of governing 


all the world: Heaven grant it prove true. What is ve- 
ry certain, continued he, is, that the people have con- 


ceived a very high notion of his capacity; we ſhall ſee 
in the end, whether the Duke of Lerma's poſt is better 


or worſe filled by his ſucceſſor. Forero's tongue being 


thus ſet a-going, he informed me of all the alterations, 
that had been made at the court, ſince Count d*Olivarez 
had been at the helm of the Spaniſh' monarchy, = 

Two days after my arrival at Madrid, I went to the 
King's apartment after dinner, and placed myſelf in his 


way as he was going to his cloſet, but he took not the 


"leaſt notice of me. I attended the following day at the 
ſame place, but was as unſucceſsful as before; and the 
day after he juſt caſt his eyes upon me in going along 
the floor, but ſeemed not to regard. my perſon. You 
ſee, ſaid I to Scipio who was with me, that the King does 
not remember me, or if he does call me to mind, he 
wants not to renew acquaintance with me. I believe 
it would not be amiſs to ſteer our courſe. back again to 
Valencia. Let us not be ſo haſty in our reſolutions, 
Sir, anſwered my ſecretary; you are more ſenſible than 
J, that the only way. to ſucceed at court, is by patience, 


Still perſiſt in ſhewing yourſelf to his Majeſty; by of- 


ten placing yourſelf in his fight, you will oblige- him to 


conſider you more attentively, and to remember the fea+ | 


tures of his truſty agent to the beautiful Catalina. 
AgreeabM to my ſecretary's requeſt, I perſcyered i in 

dancing the ſame attendance for three weeks. Howes 

ver, one day, it ſo happened * the Ks ſtruck =P 


— 
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my ſight, ordered me to be called. 


Who are you? ſaid his Majeſty, your features are not 


unknown to me; where have I ſeen you? Site, replied 


I trembling, I had the honour to conduct you one night, 
with the Count de Lemos, to —— Ah! I remember 
it very well, cried the Prince, interrupting me; you was 
then the Duke of Lerma's ſecretary; and, if I am not 
miſtaken, you are called Santillane. I have not forgot 


that you zealouſly ſerved me on that occaſion, and was 


but poorly rewarded-for your pains. Was not you put 
in priſon for that adventure? Yes, anſwered I, Sire, 
I was fix months in the tower of Segoviaz but you were 
ſo kind as to procure my enlargement. That does not 
acquit me of what I owe Santillane, replied hez it is not 
enough that I had him ſer at liberty, I muſt make him 
amends for the troubles he ſuffered on my account. 

The young king having thus ſpoken, the Count d'Q- 
livarez entered the cloſet. Every trifle diſpleaſes favou - 
rites; he was ſurprized to find there one unknown to 


bim; and the King redoubled his aſtoniſhment by ſay- 
ing: Count, I put this young man into your hands; give 


him ſome good poſt; I charge you with the care of en» 
riching him. The miniſter affected to receive this or- 
der with a gracious air, but examined me all the while 
from head to foot, and was very anxious to know who 
I was: when bis. Majeſty directing his diſcourſe to me, 
Go, friend, added he, you may depend upon the Count” 8 
employing you, both advantageoully for my ſervice and 
your own intereſt. 

[ immediately retired, and 2 to the fon of Colin: 
lina, who, burning with impatience to know what the 
King had ſaid to me, was in an inc xpreſſible uneaſineſs, 
He enquired, as ſcoa as I came up to him, w ether we 

Vor. IV. ; | F | 


a 


L entered his clo-. 
ſet, but not without being in ſome conſuſion at being 
admitted to a private converiation with my ſovereign. 


q 
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were to return to Valencia, or to remain at court. Tou 
ſhall be judge yourſelf, anſwered: I; and at the fame: 
time I filled him with raptures, by reciting to him ver- 


| batim the little diſcourſe I had juſt had with the prince. 


My dear maſter, then faid Scipio, in the excefs of his 


joy, will you believe me another time? Own that the 


Lords of Leyva and I were in the right, to adviſe you to 
take a journey to Madrid. I already fee you in an ex- 


alted ſtation; you will become the Calderona of Count 


d'Olivarez. I do not in the leaſt wiſh for that honour, 
cried I, interrupting him; that poſt is ſurrounded with 
too many precipices to excite my envy. I ſhould be 


glad of an employment wherein I ſhould have no op- 


portunity of doing injuſtice, nor of making a baſe traffic 


of my Prince's goodneſs. After the uſe I made of my | 


paſt favour, I cannot be too much upon my guard againſt 
avarice and ambition. Go, Sir, reſumed Scipio, the mi- 
niſter will putyou in ſome good poſt, wherein you may 
do your duty, and yet act agreeable to the character of 
an honeſt man. 


More urged by Scipio, than by my own eutioßtyy 


went next morning, before break of day, to the Count 


d'Olivarez; having been informed, that every morning, 
whether winter or ſummer, he gave audience, by candle- 
light, to all who had any buſineſs with him. I placed 


— 


myſelf modeſtly in a corner of the parlour, and from 


thence examined the Count as ſoon as he made his ap- 
pearance; for I had taken but little notice of him in the 
King's cloſet. I ſaw a man of a more than middle ſta- 
ture, and who might have paſſed for fat, in a countryy 


where one ſeldom beholds any but who are lean. He 


was ſo round-ſhouldered, that I thought him hump-back- 
ed, though in reality he was not ſo; his head, which 
was of a monſtrous ſize, hung down upon his brealtz 
his hair was black and lank, his viſage long, his complexe 
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ion oft his mouth Funk in, and his chin —_ and 5 

peaked, and very much turned up. 
The owner of ſuch an aſſemblage of ill features could 

not be reckoned a handſome man; nevertheleſs, as I i- 


magined him diſpoſed to oblige me, Flooked upon him 


with indulgence, and even thought him agreeable. It 
is true, he received evety one with an affable and kind 
air, and took very gracioufly all the petitions that were 
preſented him, which ſeemed to ſerve him inſtead of a 
good mien. Nevertheleſs, when I advanced in my turn 
to ſalute him, and inform him who I was, he gave an 
ill: natured threatening look, and turning his back upon 
me, without condeſcending to hear me, returned again 
into his cloſet, I then imagined this nobleman more 
deformed than he really was, and went out of the par- 
lour, very much'vexed at ſuch a haughty reception, WF 


out knowing what I ought to think of it. 


Having rejoined Scipio, who waited for me at he 
door; Do you know, faid I, how I have. been received? 
No, replied he, but it is not difficult to gueſs; the mi- 
niſter, ready to comply with his prince's pleaſure, has 
undoubtedly offered you ſome advantageous poſt. Tou 
are groſsly deceived, anſwered I; at the ſame time I in- 
formed him in what manner he had received me. He 


heard me very attentively; after which he ſaid: The 


Count muſt not have remembered you, but muſt have 
taken you for another; I adviſe you to pay him another 
viſit; I do not doubt but he will receive you more gra- 
cioully. I did as my ſecretary deſired, and appeared be- 
fore the miniſter a ſecond time; when behaving ſtill 
worſe to me than at firſt, he knit his brows as ſoon as 
he ſaw me, as if my fight had been diſagreeable to him; 
after which he turned his eyes off me, and retired with- 
out opening his mouth. 


I was very much chagrined at this behaviour, there- 
1 
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fore I was tempted to ſet out directiy on my return to 
Valencia; but Scipio did not fail to oppoſe this, not 
being able to renounce the flattering hopes he had con- 


ceived. Is it not evident, ſaid I, that the Count is re- 


ſolved to drive me away from the court? The King 
has expreſſed his regard for me, is not that ſufficient to 
make me be hated by his favourite? Let us yield, my 
hoy, let us yield with a good grace, to the power of 
ſuch a potent enemy. Sir, anſwered Scipio, greatly 
incenſed at the Count d'Olivarez, I would not quit my 


ground ſo eaſily; I would complain to the King of the 


little regard the miniſter has to his recommendation. 
Very bad counſel, my friend, faid I; ſhould I take that 
imprudent ſtep, it would not be long before I ſhould 
repent it; I do not even know, whether I am not 
in danger by ſtaying ſo long in this city. 


When I had thus ſaid, my eee recollected 


himſelf; and confidering that, in effect, we had to do 
with a man, who might, when he thought proper, make 
us pay a ſecond viſit to the tower of Segovia, he began 
to ſympathiſe with me in my fear; wherefore he no 
longer oppoſed my deſire of returning to Valencia, for 
which place I reſolved to ſet out the day following. 
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Hou Gil Blas Was prevented From putting i in Practice 


the Reſolution he had formed of leaving the Court ; and 


of the important Service Joſeph Navarro did him. 


N my way back to my lodging, I met Joſeph Navar- 
ro, clerk of the kitchen to Don Balthazar de Zuni- 

ga, and my old friend. I went up to him, and ſaluted 
him, aſking, whether he knew me, or would be ſo good 
as to ſpeak to a villain, who had repaid his friendſhip 
with ingratitude. You confeſs then, faid he, that you 


have uſed me ill? Yes, anſwered I; and I ought to be 


loaded with reproaches; I deſerve them all, if I have 


not already expiated my crime by the remorſe that fol- 
lowed it. Since you are ſorry for your ill behaviour, 


anſwered Navarro, embracing me, I ought to eraſe it 
from my memory. On the other hand; L preſſed Jo- 


ſeph in my arms, and we both reaſſumed for each o- 


ther our former ſentiments of friendſhip. 


He knew of my impriſonment, and the diſorder of 


my afairs; but was ignorant of all the reſt; wherefore 
I related the whole affair to him, even to the conver- 
lation I had with. his Majeſty; neither did I conceal 
from him the ill reception I had juſt met witł from the 
miniſter, nor my deſign of leaving the city. Be care- 


ful how you do that, ſaid he; fince the King has en- 
_ preſſed an affection for you, it is fit it ſhould be of ſome 


ſervice to you. Under the roſe, the Count d'Olivarez 


has a very ſingular diſpoſition; he is a nobleman full 


of whims; ſometimes, as on this occaſion, he behaves 


in a very unaccountable manner; and he himſelf alone 


has the key to all his irregular actions. As for the reſt, 
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whatever reaſons he may have for receiving you. ill, > 
keep here cloſe, and ſtir not an inch; they ſhall not 
Hinder your making your advantage of the King's good - 2 
neſs, that is what I can afſure you of; I will mention h 
it this evening to Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my maſ-· I 
ter, who is uncle to the Count d'Olivarez, and who 
ſhares with him the cares of the government. Navar- 
ro having thus ſaid to me, aſked a direction to my 
lodging: and ſo we parted. 
1ſoonſaw him again; he paid me a viſit the very: next 
day at my lodging. Signior de Santillane, ſaid he, you 
have got a protector; my maſter is willing to aſſiſt you 
with his credit; upon the good character I have given 
him of you, he has promiſed to ſpeak in your be- 
half to the Count d'Olivarez his nephew; and I am 
not in the leaſt afraid, but he will prepoſſeſs bim in 
your favour. My friend Navarro, reſolving not to 
ſerve me by halves, preſented me two days afterwards 
to Don Balthazar, who ſmiling ſaid to me; Signior de 
Santillane, your friend Joſeph has given me ſo good a 
character of you, that he has gained me over to your 
intereſt. I made a low bow to Signior de Zuniga, and 
anſwered, that I ſhould all my days have a lively ſenſe 
of the obligation Navarro had laid upon me, by baving 
procured me the protection of a miniſter, who was juſt- 
ly called The Ligbt of the Council. At this anſwer, 
which flattered him ſo agreeably, Don Balthazar pat - 
ted me on the ſhoulder, ſaying with a ſmile, You may 
return to-morrow to the Count d'Olivarez, when you 
will be better pleaſed with him. 
I appeared then for the third time before the firſt 
miniſter, who having diſtinguiſhed me amongſt the 
. croud, caſt his eyes on me with a ſmile; from whence 
I conceived a ſavourable omen. This looks well, ſaid 
Ito myſelf, the uncle has made his nephew hear rea- 
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ſon. I now fully expected a gracious reception, and 


accordingly my. expectation was anſwered.  'Fhe Coupt, 
aſter having given audience to every one, took me with 
him into his cloſet, where he ſaid with a familiar air: 
Friend Santillane, forgive me the perplexity I put you 


in for my own diverſion; I pleaſed myſelf with mak - 
ing you uneaſy, to try your prudence, and fee what you 


would do in your ill humour. I do not in the leaſt 
doubt, but you imagined that I was diſpleaſed at you; 
but, on the contrary, my boy, I muſt own, that your 


-perſon pleaſes me very well. If the King, my maſter, 


had not commanded me to take care of your fortune, 
I ſhould do it of my own anclination. Beſides, Don 
Balthazar de Zuniga, my uncle, to whom I can refuſe 
nothing, has deſired me to look upon you as a man, 
whoſe intereſt he has at heart; this is enough: to de- 
termine me in your favour. 


This diſcourſe made ſuch a heals a upon "I 


my ſenſes, that I was quite confounded; I fell proſtrate 
at the feet of the miniſter; who, having bid me rife, 
thus continued: Come hither again this aſternoon, and. 
alk for my ſteward, who will tell you what orders I ſhall 
have given him. At theſe words, his Excellency went 


out to hear maſs, which he uſed to do every day, after 


having given audience; after which he Os to the . 
King $ levee. | 
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Gil Blas gains the Efteem of the Count d'Olivarez. tre 

HEN the afternoon arrived, I went to the firſt - 

miniſter's, and enquired for his ſteward, who 2 

was called Don Raymond Caporis. As foon as I had WW 1. 
acquainted him with my name, he reſpectfully ſaluted 

me, laying, Signior, be pleaſed to follow me; I will I 

j conduct you to the apartment that is appointed for you 1 

= in this houſe. Thus ſaying, he led me, by a pair of q 

i back-ſtairs, to a row of five or ſix rooms, one within 5 

1 another, which made the ſecond ſtory of one of the i” 

5 wings of the houſe, and which were very plainly fur- 7 

I niſhed. This, Sir, reſumed he, is the lodging my : 

9 Lord has aſſigned you; beſides which, you have a table 


of fix diſhes maintained at his expence; you will be * 
waited on by his own ſervants, and there will always el 
'be a coach at your command.” Nor is this all, added q 
he, his Excellency has ordered me to ſhew you the b 
ſame reſpect, and ſee you as well ſerved, as if "oy were 
of the family of the Guzmans. I 
What the duce means all this? ſaid I to l | 
10 what light ought I to regard all theſe, diſtinctionsF? 
Is there no roguery in it, and has not the miniſter a 
mind to divert himſelf a ſecond time, by ordering me 
to be ſo honourably treated? Whilſt I was in this un- 
certainty, fluctuating between hope and fear, a page 
came to inform me, that the Count inquired for me. 
Well, Santillane, ſaid he, does your apartment, and the 
orders I have given to Don Raymond pleaſe you? Tour 
_ Excellency's goodneſs, anſwered I, ſeems to me extra- 
vagant, and I give way to it but with fear, For what 
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reaſon? replied he. Can I behave too well to a man, 


whom the King himſelf has intruſted to- my care, and 
of whoſe advancement he has ordered me to be mind- 
ful? No, doubtleſs, I do no more than my duty, in 
treating you honourably. Be no longer ſurpriſed then 
at what J do for you, and depend on it, that a ſplendid 
and durable fortune cannot eſcape you, if you are but 


as much devoted to me as you was to the Duke de 


Lerma. | 

But row we are talking of that e added he, 
J have heard that you lived with him pretty familiarly; 
J have a curioſity to know how you two became” ac- 
quainted, and whit employment you exerciſed at that 


. miniſter's? Conceal nothing from me, I require a fin- 
cere account from you. I remembered then the per- 


plexity I was in with the Duke de Lerma, in the like 
cate, and in what manner I extricated myſelf from itz 


which I did now again very fortunately: that is, I ſoſ- 


tened in the relating ſuch paſſages as ſounded ſome- 


thing harſh, and paſſed over ſlightly ſuch. places as re- 


dounded but little to my honour: I alſo ſpoke favoura- 
bly of the Duke de Lerma, although I ſhould have done 
my hearer more pleaſure, in not ſparing him in the 
leaſt. As fer Don Rodriguez de Calderona, I gave 
him no quarter; I enumerated all I knew of his fine 
exploits, in the traffic of commanderies, benefices, and 
governments. 

What you tell me of Calderona, faid the miniſter, 
interrupting me, is conformable to certain memorials 
that have been prefented me againſt him, and which 
contain articles of yet greater importance. He will be 
brought very ſoon to his trial, and if you with his 
downfall, I believe your wiſhes will be ſatisſied. I co 
not defire his death, faid I; though it was no fault of 


bis, that I did not meet with mine in the tower of Se- 
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govia, where he was the cauſe of my being impriſon- 
ed fome months. How! cried his Excellency, was 

it Don Rodriguez who occaſioned your impriſonment? 
That is what I did not before know. Don Baltha- 
zar, to whom Navarro has told your ſtory, informed 


me indeed, that the late King ordered you to be con- 


fined, to puniſh you, for having carried the Prince of 
Spain one night into a ſuſpicious place; but I know no 
more of the matter, neither can I imagine what patt 
Calderona had in this play. That of a lover, anſwered 


I, who revenges an outrage received. Then I related 


to him all the particulars of that adventure; which 
pleaſed him ſo much, that, as grave as he was, he eould 


not forbear laughing, or rather, crying, for pleaſure, 
Catalina, ſometimes niece, and ſometimes grand-daugh- 


ter, delighted him extremely, as well as the part which 
the Duke de Lerma acted in the whole affair. 


After the Count had heard my ſtory, he difmiſſed 


me, telling me, that he ſhould not fail to employ me 
next day. I ran then immediately to Zuniga's houſe, 
to thank Don Balthazar for his good offices, and to in- 
form my friend Jofeph how mpch I had _ the 
good * of the Tue * | 
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The fecrit cure which Gil Blas had with Mahan 


ro, and the firſt Buſi neſs in which. band Count d Oliva · 
rez employed him. | 


ſome emotion, that I had a full packet to open 


i Ne ſooner did 1 ſee Joſeph, than I told him mth 
A. 


to him; upon which he carried me to a private place, 
where, having told him every thing that had paſſed, I 
| aſked him what was his opinion of the matter. Really, 


faid he, you are in a fair way to make a great fortune; 
every thing ſmiles upon you: you pleaſe the firſt miniſ- 
ter; and, which ought not to be reckoned as nothing, 
I can render you the ſame ſervice, as was done you by 
my uncle Melchior de la Ronda, when you entered 


the Archbiſhop of Grenada's apartment. Heſaved you 


the trouble of ſtudying that prelate and his principal 
officers, by diſcovering to you their different humours; 


and I, after his example, will acquaint you with the 


characters of the Count, the Counteſs his lady, and 


: Donna Maria de Guzman their only child. 


The miniſter has a lively. and penetrating genius, 
proper for forming great projects; he ſets up for an u- 
niverſal man, becauſe he has a ſuperficial inſight into 
all ſciences; and he believes himſelf capable of decid- 


ing every thing. He imagines himſelf a profound law- 


yer, a valiant commander, and a moſt refined politician. 
Add to this, that he is ſo ſelf- conceited, that he is bent 


upon always following it, preferable to that of any o- 


ther whatſoever, for fear he ſhould ſeem to ſubmit to 

the underſtanding of any one. Between you and me, 

this weakneſs may have ſtrange conſequences, from 
F 6 


mY 


132 THE ADVENTURES 


which heaven preſerve the Spaniſh monarchy. He 
Mines in the council by a natural eloquence; he would 
write as well as he ſpeaks, did not he affect, in order 
to give more dignity to his ſtyle, to render it obſcure 
and ſtiff. He is very ſingular in his thoughts, and be- 
ſides that, capricious and whimfical: but then he is 
gene:ous, and very friendly. They ſay he is revenge- 
ju]; but are not all Spaniards ſo? Beſides that, they 
accuſe him of ingratitude, for having cauſed the baniſh+ 
ment of the Duke d'Uzeda, and Father Lewis Aliaga, 
to whom he had, as they ſay, very great obligations; 


this again is pardonable; the defire of being prime 1 mi- 


niſter prevails over every other fentiment. 

Donna Agnez de Zuniga # a Velaſco, Counteſs 40. 
Iivarez, purſued Joſeph, is a lady who has but one fault, 
which is, her ſelling very dear all the favours that are 
obtained by her means. And as for Donna Maria de 


Guzman, (who, it muſt be owned, is now the beſt. 


match in Spain,) ſhe is a moſt accompliſhed perſon, 
and her father's idol. Model your behaviour accor- 
dingly: make your court well to theſe two ladies; and 
ſeem yet more devoted to the Count d'Olivarez, than 
you was to the Duke de Lerma, before your journey 
to Segovia, and you will . become a man of rank 
and power. 

I adviſe you beſides, ſaid he, frequently to call upon 
Don Balthazar; though you have no longer need of 
him for your advancement, do not ceaſe to keep fair 


with him: you have gained his good opinion, preſerve 


his eſteem and friendſhip; he may ſerve you upon oc- 


caſion. As the uncle and nephew, ſaid I to Navarro, 


govern the ſtate between them, are theſe two colleagues 
never jealous of each other? Indeed they are not, an- 
Twered he, they live in the moſt perfect union. Had 


it not been for Don Balthazar, the Count d'Oliva- 
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rez would not, perhaps, have been prime miniſter; for, 
jn ſhort, after the death of Philip NI. all the friends 
and partizans of the houſe of Sandoval exerted them 
ſelves very much, ſome to continue the Cardinal, and 
others to prefer his ſon; but my maſter, the moſt ait- 

ful of all the courtiers, and the Count, who is not leſs 
ſubtle than he, fruſtrated all their deſigns; and took 
ſuch right methods to ſecure this place to themſelves, - 
that they gained it from all their competitors: The 
Court d'Olivarez being thus become prime miniſter, 
bas given a ſhare in the adminiſtration to Dow Baltha- 
zar, his uncle, leaving to him the foreign affairs, and 
reſerving to bimſelf thoſe at home; ſo that ſtrengthen- 


ing thereby the ties of friendſhip, that ought naturally 


to unite perſons of the ſame blood, theſe two noble - 
men, independant of each other, live in a good correſ- 
pondence that ſeems unalterable. © | 
This converſation with Joſeph made. me imagine 
that I ſhould reap ſome advantage from it; after which, 
I went and thanked Signior de Zuniga for what he had 
been ſo kind as to do for me. He anſwered me very 
civilly, that he would ſeize every opportunity that 
ſhould offer, to ſerve me; and that he was very glad k 
was ſatisfied with his nephew, to whom he aſſured me 
he would ſpeak again in my favour; being willing 
thereby, at leaſt, ſaid he, to let me ſee he had my in- 
tereſt at heart, and that, inſtead of one protector, I had 


got two. Thus did Don Balthazar, out of friendſhip 


tor Navarro, intereſt himſelf in the advancement of mw 
fortune. | 

That very evening I left my hired room, and went 
and took poſſeſſion of my apartment at the prime mi- 
niſter's, where I ſupped with Scipio. We were both 
waited upon, during that time, by his Excellency's own 
ſervants, who, whilſt they affected to put on an impoling 
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gravity, laughed perhaps in their ſleeves, at the reſpeft 
they were commanded to ſhew. When the cloth was 
taken away, and they were retired, my ſecretary laying 
aſide his conſtraint, ſaid a thouſand pleaſant things to 


me, with which his gay humour and his hopes inſpired: 


him. As for my own part, though I was really char- 
med with the ſplendid fituation wherein I began to ſee 
myſelf, I did not find myſelf diſpoſed to ſuffer. it to 
dazzle my ſenfes. Accordingly, as ſoon as I was in 
bed, I fell quietly aſleep, without giving way in my 
mind to the flattering ideas with which I might have 
entertained my fancy. On the contrary, the ambitious 
Scipio enjoyed little repoſe, but ſpent above half the 
night in hoarding up riches for a doyry to his a 
ter Seraphina. 

As ſoon as I aroſe the following morning, his Excel- 
lency ſent for me. I waited upon him immediately, 
and bowing reſpectfully to him when IJ entered the 


room; Come on, Santillane, ſaid he, with a ſmile, let 


us ſee a little what you can do. Lou have told me, 
that the Duke de Lerma uſed to employ you in draw- 
ing up memorials. I have now. one which I deſign you 
for a trial of your ſkill; you muſt endeavour to compoſe 
an artful piece, which may prepoſſeſs the public in fa- 
vour of my adminiſtration. I have already ſpread à. 
bout a report that I found every thing in great confu- 
ſion; we muſt now ſet before the eyes of the court and 


city the wretched condition to which the monarchy is 


reduced; for this purpoſe you may ſketch out a picture 
which may ſtrike the people, and prevent their regret- 
ting my predeceſſor: after this you ſhall ſpeak much 
in recommendation of the meaſures I have taken, to 
render his Majeſty's reign glorious, his dominions flou· 
riſhing, and his ſubjects pei fectly happy. 


My Lord having thus CG himſelf, he put in- 
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to my hands a paper, containing the juſt reaſons there 


were of complaint againſt the former adminiſtration ; 
and I remember they conſiſted of ten articles, the leaſt 
important of which were ſufficient to alarm all good | 
Spaniards; then ſhewing me into a little-cloſet adjoĩiningng 
to his, he left me to work at liberty. I began then to 


draw up my memorial with all the little art whereof I 
was maſter : firſt, I ſet forth the miſerable condition to 


which the kingdom was reduced; the finances waſted, 
the royal revenues mortgaged to farmers, and the navy 
ruined: then I enumerated the miſtakes committed in 


the laſt reign, and the dreadful conſequences that mighe 
_ enſue; in ſhort, I repreſented the whole kingdom on 
the brink of ruin, and cenſured ſo ſharply the former 


adminiſtration, that the removal of the Duke de Ler- 
ma, according to my account, was the moſt fortunate 


' ſtep that could have been taken for Spain. To confeſs 
the truth, although I had then no reſentment remaining 
againſt that nobleman, I was very well pleaſed at be- 
ing able to do him this good office: gp the nature 


of man. 

In ſhort, after a terrible n of the cala - 
mities wherewith Spain was threatened, I diſpelled the 
people's fears, by making them conceive fair hopes for 
the future. I made the Count d' Olivarez ſpeak like a 
redeemer ſent from Heaven, for the preſervation of the 
Spaniſh monarchy; I promiſed mountains and won- 
ders; in ſhort, I entered fo well into the views of the 
new miniſter, that, on his reading the whole perfor - 
mance, he ſeemed very much amazed at it. Do you 
know, Santillane, ſaid he, that you have eompoſed a 
piece worthy of a ſecretary of ſtate? I no longer won- 
der the Duke de Lerma exerciſed your pen: your ſtyle 
is not only conciſe, but even elegant; only I think it 


a little too eaſy, At the ſame time pointing out to 
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me the places that were not to his i 4 alterdd 
them; and I judged by his corrections that what Na- 
varro had told me, of his being fond of far-fetched 
thoughts, and obſcure expreſſions, was no more than 
the truth. Nevertheleſs, although he loved a ſublime, 
or rather an affected ſtyle, he ſtil] preſerved about two- 


| afternoon by Don Raymond. 


CHAP. VI. 


and on what Buſineſs he ſent Scipio, The Succeſs of 
the above-mentioned Memorial, 


preſent of the miniſter's : You ſee, ſaid he, that fortune 
bas great things in ſtore for you; do you now regret 
your leaving your retirement? Long live the Count d 
Olivarcz! What a difference there is between him and 
his predeceſſor. The Duke de Lerma, though you 
was his moſt humble ſervant, ſuffered you to languiſh 
' ſeveral months without giving you one piſtole; but the 


not have expected till after long ſervice. 

I coutd with, continued he, that the Lords of 1 
were witneſſes of the happineſs you enjoy, or at lealt 
that they were informed of it. It is time indeed to 
acquaint them therewith, anſwered I; and I was juſt 


ſend to them, I was willing to wait till I was ſettled, 


thirds of my memorial, and to ſhew me how well it 
pleaſed him, he ſent me three hundred piſtoles in the 
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To what Uſe Gil Blas put 1 three hundred Piſtolet, 


Y ſecretary found new matter to congratulate me 
on my return to court, when he knew of this 


Count has already made you a preſent, which you cone | 


thinking to mention it to you: I doubt not but they. 
are very impatient to hear from me; but before I would 


and could appriſe them poſitively, whether I ſhould ſtay 
at court or not. Now that I am fixed, you may im- 
mediately ſet out for Valencia, to acquaint thoſe noble- 
men with my preſent ſituation; which I look upon as 
the work of their hands; ſince it is certain that I ſhould 
never have reſolved upon taking a journey to Madrid, 
had they not inſiſted upon my ſo doing. My dear 
maſter, cried the fon of Coſcolina, how happy will they 
be to hear what has befallen you! Why am not I al- 
ready at the gates of Valencia? but I ſhall be there ere 
long; Don Alphonſo's two horſes are in excellent or- 


der for a journey; I will ſet out immediately with one 


of his Excellency's valets. Beſides that I ſnhall be glad 
to have a companion upon the road, you know that the 
livery of a prime miniſter dazzles people's eyes. 

This-fooliſh vanity of Scipio made me ſmile: and 
nevertheleſs being myſelf yet perhaps more vain even 
than he, I ſuffered him to do juſt what he thought pro- 
per. Set out, ſays I, directly, and return as ſoon as 
poſſible, for J have other buſineſs to ſet you to work 
upon. I intend to ſend you to Aſturia with ſome mo» 


ney to my mother, for I have through negligence let te 


time ſlip, in which I promiſed to remit her a hundred 

piſtoles, which you told her you yourſelf would deliver 

into her own hands. Theſe kind of promiſes ought to 
be ſo ſacred to a ſon, that I cannot avoid reproaching 
myſelf with my remiſſneſs in keeping them. Sir, an- 
ſwered Scipio, before fix weeks be at an end, I will 
give you a good account of both theſe affairs; in that 
time I ſhall have ſpoken to the Lords of Leyva, viſited 
your country-ſeat, and ſeen the city of Oviedo, which 
I can never- think of, without wiſhing three quarters 
and a half of its inhabitants at the devil. I then de - 
livered a hundred piſtoles to Coſcolina's ſon, for my 
mother's allowance, and a hundred more. for himſelf, 
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being willing he ſhould: perform ad the long 


Journey he was going to undertake. 

Not long after his departure, his Lacie ute 
our memorial to be printed; which was no ſooner pub- 
liſhed, than it became the general topic at Madrid. 
The people, ever fond of novelties, were delighted with 
the performance; the exhauſting of the finances, Which 
was ſpiritedly deſcribed, exaſperated them againſt the 
Duke of Lerma; and notwithſtanding the cenſoriaus 
ſtrokes levelled againſt that miniſter did not pleaſe every 


one, at leaſt they found many admirers. As for the 


magnificent promiſes made there, by the Count d' Oli. 
varez, and amongſt others that of defraying the national 
expences by a prudent œconomy, without laying any 


freſh burthens upon the ſubjects, they dazzled the ſen- 


ſes of all the citizens in general, and confirmed them 
in the great opinion they. had already entertained of his 
capacity; inſomuch that the whole city roſoun * 
his praiſes. - 

This artful miniſter, overjoyed toſee the accompliſh 


ment of his aim, which in that book had been to gain 
the affection of the public, reſolved truly to deſerve it, 


by an action very commendable in itſelf, and at the 


ſame time of great ſervice to the King. To this end, 


he had recourſe to the invention of the emperor Galba, 
that is, he obliged all thoſe perſons who had enriched 


themſelves (God knows how) in the adminiſtration of 


the public treaſure, to refund their ill-got gains. When 
he had drawn from theſe blood-ſuckers that blood they 
had drained from the vitals of the poor, and had filled 


therewith the royal coffers, he-undertook to preſerve it, 


by ſuppreſſing all penſions (without excepting even his 


own), as well as all gratuities that were made out of 
the Prince's treaſure. That he might ſucceed in this 


deſign, which he could not put in execution without 


— 
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entirely altering the government, he ordered me to com- 
poſe another memorial, the form and ſubſtance whereof . 


he dictated. This done, he charged me to riſe as much 
as poſſibly I could above the uſual ſimplicity of my ſtyle, _ 
in order to give more nobleneſs to my expreſſions. It 


is ſufficient, my Lord, ſaid I; your Excellency would 


have the ſublime and the ſplendid; you ſhall be ſatisfi- 
ed. TI retired then to the ſame cloſet where I had wor- 
ked before, and there began this lofty piece, after ba- 
'ving thrice invoked the eloquent genius of the Arch» 


biſhop of Grenada. + ty on i 
I began by repreſenting, that all the money in the 

royal treaſury ought to be preſerved very carefully, and 

only be employed for the urgent neceſſities of the king- 


dom; as being a ſacred fund, which it was proper to 


reſerve, to keep the enemies of Spain in ſubjeCtion. 
Then I demonſtrated to his Majeſty, (for this memori- 
al was addreſſed to him), that although he ſhould abo- 
liſh all penſions and gratuities, that iſſued out of his or- 
dinary revenues, he would not thereby deprive himſelf 
of the pleaſure of rewarding ſuch of his ſubjects as 


ſhould render themſelves worthy of his favours; ſince, 


without touching his treaſure, he was ſtill able to give 1 
conſiderable gratifications: that for ſome he had vice- 
royalties, governments, orders of knighthood, and com- 
miſſions in the army; for others, commanderies, and 
penſions upon thoſe commanderies, titles, and magiſ- 
tracies; and laſtly, all ſorts of benefices for perſons con- 
ſecrated to the church. I was three days about this 
memorial, which was much longer than the former one; 
but luckily I did it to my maſter's fancy; for finding 


it written, with emphaſis,, and ſtuffed with metaphors, 


he ſet no bounds to his praiſes. Ay! ſays he, this 
. Pleaſes me, pointing to the moſt ſounding pallages: 
theſe, adds he, are expreſſions of the right Ramp: *cou- 
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rage, my boy, I forſee you will be very ſerviceable to 
me. However, notwithſtanding theſe applauſes of 
which he was fo laviſh, he did not fail to touch up this 
very memorial, He even inſerted a great deal of his 
own therein, and, in ſhort, made. it ſach a ' finiſhed 
piece of eloquence, as delighted not only the King, 
but the whole court. The city added alfo their appro- 
bation, prophefied great things for the future, and flat- 
tered themſelves that the Spaniſh monarchy would re. 
eover its priſtine luſtre, under the miniſtry of ſo great 
a man. His Excellency, finding that this piece did 
him great honour, was willing that 1 ſhould reap ſome 
advantage from it, for the fhare I had therein. He 
gave me a penſion. of five hundred crowns upon the 
commandery of Caſtile; which was fo much the more 
pleaſing to me, as it was not the purchaſe of any vil- 
lany, though I had rags it with very little trouble. 


SPAIRen RN, SAR FACE DN 
| H AP. VII. 
Hou Gil Blas met with Fabricto.:: in what Place ahd 


Condition he found * and what Converſation they 
had together. 


HE Count was vaſtly delighted at hearing wha 
the people of Madrid thought of his behaviour in 
his miniſtry; he would aſk me every day what the 
world faid of him; he even kept ſeveral ſpies in pay, 
who informed him of every thing that paſſed in the ci- 
ty. They related to him even the moſt trifling dif- 


courſes they heard; and as he commanded them to be 


fincere, his ſelf-love ſuffered feverely fometimes; for 


the common people have an intemperance of tongue | 


which has no reſpect of perſons, . 


* 
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When I found the Count loved to hear the talk of 
the town, I uſed myſelf to go every afternoon to pub- 


lic places, and even to join in converſation with gentle- | 


men, when I met with any ſuch. - When they ſpoke 


of the government, I liſtened to them with great attenti- 


on, and if they ſaid any thing that was worthy of his 


Excellency's hearing, I did not fail to inform him of it. 


But it muſt be obſerved, that I never told him any t; 
that was ſaid to his prejudice. 

One day, as I was returning from one of theſe pla- 
ces, I paſſed by the gate of an hoſpital, and I felt an in- 
clination to enter in. I paſſed through two or three 
wards full of ſick people who kept their beds, caſting 


my eyes on every ſide: when amongſt theſe wretches, 


whom I didnot look upen without compaſſion, I beheld 


one which ſtruck me with infinite ſurpriſe: I thought 


I traced in his face the features of Fabricio, my old com- 


rade and countryman. That I might have a more di- 


ſtinct view of him, I approached his bed, and not being 
able any longer to doubt but it was the poet Nunez, I 
ſtood ſome moments looking upon him, without open - 


ing my mouth. On the other hand, he remembered 
me alſo, and eyed me in the ſame manner. At laſt, 


breaking ſilence; Can I believe my eyes? ſaid I; is it 


really Fabricio whom I ſee here? It is even ſo, auſwer- 


ed he, coldly, and thou haſt no cauſe to be ſurpriſed at 
it. Ever ſince I left you, I have conſtantly followed 
the profeſſion of an author; I have compoſed both ro- 
mances and plays, and in ſhort all ſorts of ingenious 
productions; I have run my courſe, and am now at the 
hoſpital. 

Theſe words, 5 ſtill more the e * which 
he ſpoke them, made me ſmile. W hat! ſaid I, has your 
muſe brought you into this place! has ſhe played you 
that ſcurvy trick? You ſee how it is, anſwered he; this 


* 
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houſe is the retreat of many a wit. Vou was very much 


in the right of it, my boy, to take another courſe; but 
I think, you are no longer at court; the face of affairs. 
is changed with you alſo; 1 even remember that 1 heard 
you was impriſoned by the King's order. You was töld 
the truth, anſwered I; the delightful ſituation wherein 
you left me was followed ſoon after by a reverſe of for. 
tune, which deprived me both of my wealth and liberty: 

nevertheleſs, friend, you now ſee me in a more ſplen- 
did condition than ever. That is impoſſible, cried Nu» 
nez; your behaviour is ſober and modeſt; you have no 
longer that vain and inſolent air, which generally at- 
tends profperity. Misfortunes, replied I, have purifi- 
ed my virtue; and J have learned, in the ſchool of ad- 


verſity, to enjoy riches, without ſuffering myſelf to be 


influenced or puffed up by them. 


Tell me then, ſaid Fabricio, interrupting me, * 


ſitting uprightwith tranſport in his bed, what buſi neſs 
doſt thou follow? Are not you ſtèeward to ſome great 
ruined grandee, or to ſome rich widow? I ühave a bet - 
ter poſt, anſwered I; but I beg you would diſpenſe with 
my telling you any more at preſent, I will ſatisfy your 
curioſity at another opportunity. I will now only let 
you know, that it is in my power to do you ſome ſer- 
vice; or rather, to provide for you handſomely during' 
the remainder of your life, on condition that you -will 
promiſe me never more to turn author, either in 'verſe 
or proſe. Do yow think yourſelf capable of making me 
ſo great a facrifice? I have already made that ſacrifice 
to heaven, replied he, during a dangerous ſickneſs, from 
which you ſee m eſcaped. A Dominican friar 


has obliged me to abjure poetry, as an amuſement, which 
if it be not criminal, at leaſt diverts the mind from the 


F congratulate you thereupon my dear 
That is 


paths of virtue. 
Nunez, reſumed I, but beware of a relapſe. 


vat I am not in the leaſt afraid of, rejoined he; Iam 
ſully reſolved to abandon the muſes; inſomuch that when 


you entered this ward, I was making ſome verſes to bid 
them-an everlaſting. farewell, Signior Fabricio, faid F 
then, ſhaking my head, I know: not whether the Domi- 
nican and Lought to truſt to your abjuration; you ſeem 


to me very much ſmitten with thoſe learned ladies; 


No, no, anſwered he, V have broken all the ties that 


bound me te them; I have done yet mote, I have con- 


ceived an averſion to the public; they do not deferve 
to have authors devote their labours to them; I ſhould 
be ſorry to write any thing to pleaſe them. Do not i- 
magine, continued he, that this language proceeds from 
paſſion; I ſpeak it in cool blood: I deſpiſe as much the 
applauſe of the public as their hiſſing, There is no 
knowing who wins or who loſes with them; they are a 


pack of capricious giddy wretches, who never continue 


in the ſame way of thinking. What fools are dramatic 


poets to be vain of their pieces when they ſucceed! 
Whatever noiſe they make whilſt they are new, if they 


be but brought upon the ſtage twenty years afterwards; 


they generally are but coolly received. The preſent ' / 


generation accuſes the former age of having an ill taſte, 
and their own will be called in queſtion in its turn, by 
thoſe who live in the next century: From hence I con- 


clude, that the authors who are commended at preſent,  - 


muſt expect to be hiſſed hereafter. Romances, and all 
other amuſing books that are publiſned fare the ſame fate; 


notwithſtanding they may at firſt meet with a favoura- 


ble reception, they come inſenſibly to be deſpiſed: the 
honour then we gain by the ſucceſs of any performanee, 
is but a mere chimera; an illuſion of the brain; and 


a blaze of ſtraw; the ſmoke of which 1s ſoon diſperſed | 


in the air. 


Though I was pretty ſenſible that the poet of the A- 
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0 ſturias only ſpoke thus, becauſe he had met ich lowe 


aid I, that thi. art diſpuſted with the profeſſion of a 


wit, and entirely cured of the frenzy of writing. Thou 
mayeſt depend upon it, I will ſoon-procure thee an em- 


ployment wherein thou wilt be able to enrich thyſelf, 


without being obliged to be at any great expence of genius. 


80 much the better, cried he; I abhor genius, and now 


look upon it as the moſt fatal preſent heaven can beſtow 
upon man. I wiſh, replied I, my dear Fabricio, that 
thou mayeſt preferve theſe ſentiments, if thou perſeye- 
reſt in reſolving to abandon poetry, I tell thee again, I 
will ſoon procure thee a creditable and profitable em- 
ployment; but in the mean while until I do thee that 
ſervice, added I, preſenting him a purſe containing 
threeſcore ates, I inf:t upon thy beet of this 
ſmall token of my friendſhip. 

O generous friend! cried the ſon of hy barber Nu- 
nez, quite tranſported with joy and gratitude; how 
much am I indebted to heaven for having put it in your 


head to enter this hoſpital, from whence I ſhall depatt 


this very day by your aſſiſtance! In effect, he got him» 
ſelf removed to a ready-furniſhed lodging; but before 
we parted, I gave him a direction to my abode, and 
invited him to come and ſee me, as ſoon as his health 
ſhould be. entirely reſtored. He ſeemed vaſtly amazed 
on hearing that I lived with the Count d'Olivarez: 0 


thrice happy Gil Blas! ſaid he, who art ſo fortunate as 


to be agreeable to the miniſter of ſtatez I rejoice at 


thy good fortune, ſince thou makeſt ſo good a uſe of 
5 1 — 1 | 
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CHAP. vl. 


The Prinic- Miniſter becomes every Day fender of Gil | 
Blas. Scipio returns to Madrid: gives an Account 
| Wn his Fourney to Santillane. . 


HE Count-Duke {fo I ſhall for the future call the 
1 Count d'Qlivarez, the King having honoured him 
with that title) had a foible which I ſoon diſcovered to 
my advantages it was this, he was fond of being be- 
loved. As ſoon as he perceived any one devote him- 
{elf to his ſervice through inclination, he immediately 
conceived a friendſhip for him. I was careful of not 
neglecting this obſervation; not content with perfor- 
ming well whatever he commanded, I executed all his 


orders with a zeal that tranſported him; and ſtudied his 


fancy in every thing, that I might conform [myſelf to 
it, and anticipate his deſires as much as I could. 
By this behaviour, by which a man generally gains 
his point, I became inſenſibly my maſter's favourite: 1 
even inſinuated myſelf fo far into his good graces, that 
I ſhared his confidence with Signior Carnero, his prin» 
cipal ſecretarys and he, for his part, as I had the fame 
blind,fide myſelf, entirely won my heart, by giving me 
continual proofs of his affection. 
Carnero had practiſed the ſame method to pleaſe bis 
Excellency; and had ſucceeded ſo well therein, that he 
communicated to him che myſteries of the cabinet. 
This ſecretary then, and myſelf, were the prime miniſ- 
ter's two confidents, and the depoſitaries of his ſecrets; - 


wick this difference, that he only conferred with Carne/ 


ro about ſtate/ affairs, and that he never talked with me 


but about his own private concerns: this made, => it 
Vol. IV. G 
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VS ;, 


were, two ſeparate: departments, with which we were 
each of us very well pleaſed. '- We lived together with- 


out jealouſy, and without friendſhip. I had reaſon to. 


be contented with my ſituation, which giving me an 
opportunity of being continually with the Count-Duke, 
placed me in a convenient ſtation to diſcover the very 


bottom of his heart, which he, though naturally dif- 


ſembling, ceaſed to conceal from me, when he knew 
the ſincerity of my zeal for his ſervice. þ 
Santillane, ſaid he to me one day, you have ſeen Se 


Duke of Lerma enjoy an authority, more like that of 


an abſolute monarch, than that of a favourite miniſter; 
nevertheleſs, I am Rtill more lucky than he was, even 
when at the higheſt pitch of his grandeur and fortune. 
He had two powerful enemies, in the Duke d'Uzeda, 
his own ſon, and in Philip III's confeſſor; whereas I 
fee not one perfon about the King, who has credit e- 
nough to hurt me, or even om 1 ſulpect of W 
me any III. will. 

It is true, continued he, on my: ene to the 
miniſtry, I ſuffered none to be near his Majeſty, but 


{uch as are tied to me either by blood or friendſhip. 


1 have removed, either by viceroyalties, or embaſſies, 
all the noblemen, who, by their perſonal merit, might 
have deprived me of part of my ſovereign's favour; 
which 1 am reſolved to ingroſs wholly without a rival: 
inſomuch that I can now ſay, there is not one grandee, 
whoſe intereft comes in the leaſt in competition with 
mine. Lou ſee, Gil Blas, added he, that I diſcloſe my 
heart to you; as I have reaſon tothink you entirely de- 
voted to me, I have made choice of you for my confi- 
dent. You do not want ſenſe, and I believe you ſo- 
ber, prudent,” and diſcreet; in ſhort, you ſeem to me 
very fit to perform dextrouſly twenty ſorts of commil- 


9 
4 


th 


lidns, which require a young fellow of a newly wit and 
one who ſtrains every nerve to ſerve me. 


I was not proof againſt the pleaſing images which 


theſe words brought into my mind; ſome fumes of a- 
varice and ambition mounted into my head, and awa- 
kened in me ſuch ſentiments, as I before thought I had 
abſolutely triumphed over. I proteſted then to the mi- 


niſter, that I would endeavour to anſwer his expecta- 


tions to the utmoſt of my power; and accordingly pre- 


pared myſelf to execute, without ſcruple, any orders ng : 


ſhould chuſe to intruſt me with. 

Whilſt I was thus diſpoſed to erect new altars to the 
blind goddeſs Fortune, Scipio returned from his jour- 
ney. I have no tedious narration to make you, faid 
he; I have overjoyed the Lords of Leyva, in acquain- 
ting them with the reception you met with from the 
King, as ſoon as he knew you, and the kind treatment 
you met with from the Count d'Olivarez. 

I here interrupted Scipio: You would have pleaſed 


them yet more, my boy, ſaid I, if you had informed 8 


them upon what foot I am now with his Excellency; 


it is almoſt incredible, what a rapid progreſs I have 


Heaven be 
praiſed, my dear maſter, anſwered he, 1 ann we ſhall 


made in his favour ſince your departure. 


ſoon make immenſe fortunes. 


Let us change the ſubject, ſaid I, * talk of Quiedo. 


| You have been in the Aſturias; in what condition have 
you left my mother there? Ah! Sir, anſwered he, 


ſuddenly aſſuming a melancholy air, I have nothing 


but ill news for you from that quarter. O heavens! 
cried I, my mother is certainly dead! Half a year ſince, 
replied Scipio, the good lady paid that debt to nature, 
as well as Signior Gil-Perez your uncle. | 
| My mother 8 death grieved me 8 9 7 
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had never received from her thoſe fondlings in my Ins mn 
fancy, of which children generally ſtand in great need, 


to make them grateful when they grow up. I beftowed = 
alſo, upon the good canon the tears I owed him, for ey 
troubling himſelf about my education. My grief was = 
of no long continuance, but preſently degenerated into 1 
that tender remembrance which 1 have ever retained of eb 
the authors of my heiss. * 
h 
XDOODCOCODIOOOOOOO COOKK 0 
„ 1 
Haw, and to whom, the Count-Duke married his only m 
Daughter; the bitter Fruits this Marriage produced. : 
SHORT time after Scipio's return, the Count- A 
Duke fell into a reverie, wherein he remained L 
buried for above a week. I imagined he was meditat- e 
ing ſome maſter-piece of ſtate- policy; but I was miſ- U 
taken; what he was revolving in his thoughts related 1 
only to bis own family. Gil Blas, ſaid he to me one 4 
alte rnoon, you mult have perceived that I am perple: - 
ed in my mind; yes, my lad, I am wholly engroſſed by 0 
an affair upon which the whole repoſe of my life de- n 
pends; I will venture to impart the ſecret to you. 7 
My only daughter is marriageable, purſued he; and W f 
there are ſeveral young noblemen who diſpute her with 
each other. The Count de Niebles, however, eldeſt } 


ſon to the Duke de Medina Sidonia, the head of the 
family of the Guzmans, and Don Lewis de Haro, el- 
deſt ſon to the Marquis de Carpio, and my eldeſt filter, 
are the two competitors who ſeem to have the moſt 
right to obtain the preference. The latter eſpecially, 
is 5 merit ſo much ſuperior to any of his rivals, that 
W in the whole court in che leaſt doubts, but! 


a a OE he's als wes. at 


or G HL. BY Io 3 i + Ma 
ſhall give him the preference. - Navertbetels, without: 


entering into my reaſons for: rejecking him, as well as 


the Count de Niebles, I muſt tell you I have caſt my: 
eyes upon Don Ramirez de Guzman, Marquis de To- 
ral, and head of the family of the Guzmans of Abrados 


I intend to leave to this young nobleman, and the: 


children he ſhall have by my daughter, all my ſubſtance 


to which J will add the title of Count d'Olivarez, and 


the dignity of a grandee, which ſhall go along with the 
eſtate; by. which means my grandchildren, and their 
heirs, deſcended: from the branch of Abrados, and that: 
of Olivarez, ſhall. paſs for the eldeſt branch of the fa- 
mily of the Guzmans. 

W hat is your opinion,. Santillane, faid hi of ap 
ſcheme? Indeed, my Lord, anſwered I; it is worthy 


of the genius that formed itz all I fear is, that the 


Duke of Medina Sidonia may be diſpleaſed at it. E 
care not whether it is agreeable to him or not, replied; 
the miniſter. I do nat love his branch, which bas u- 


ſurped the right of elderſhip, and the titles thereunto 
annexed, from the houſe: of Abrados. His complaints 
will give me leſs uneaſineſs than the vexation of my 


ſiſter the Marchioneſs de Carpio, on ſeeing her ſon 
miſs my daughter; but notwithſtanding that, I win 


pleaſe myſelf, and I am determined. that Don ys 


ſhall be the happy man. 
Though the Count Duke had taken this reſolution) 


he did not put it in execution without giving a new 
fpecimen of his ſingular policy. He preſented a me- 


morial to the King, wherein he begged him and the 

Queen, to take upon themſelves the trouble of marry- 

ing his daughter; be then ſet forth the qualifications 

of the ſeveral noblemen who: paid their addteſſes to her, 

and left the choice entirely to thein Majeſties: but he 

did not fail when he mentioned the Marquis de Toral, 
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to let them fee plainly, that he was the perſon that 


- 


rid. Nevertheleſs, neither the one nor the other being 


gined that it mer with the approbation of the whole 


made him this anſwer: I think Don Ramirez Nunez 
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would be the moſt agreeable to him. Accordingly the 
King, who had a blind complaiſance for his miniſter, 


worthy of Donna Maria; nevertheleſs take your choice: 


the Ne aa whom you Pune ſhall be ſure to . 5 
nk 5 fc 
| "B08 KING. - 
The miniſter affected to ſhew this chow: and pre- : 
te to look upon it as his Majeſty's command, 'haſ- 
tened the nuptials of his daughter with the Marquis 
de Toral; which very much vexed the Marchioneſs de 
Carpio, and likewiſe all the Guzmans, who had flatter- 


ed themſelves with the hopes of marrying Donna Ma- 


able to hinder this marriage, affected to celebrate it with 
the-greateſt demonſtrations of joy: one would have ima- 


family; but they who had been diffatisfied with the 
match, ſoon ſaw themſelves revenged upon the Count- 
Duke, in the moſt cruel manner. Donna Maria 
brought a daughter into the world, which died as ſoon 
as it was born, and was followed, within a wat days af 
terwards, by its mother. a 
What a loſs was this for a father, who had no eyes 
(if I may uſe that expreſſion) but for his daughter, and 
who ſaw himſelf thereby defeated in his deſign of depri- 
ving the branch of Medina Sidonia of the right of el- 
derfhip! It afflicted him ſo much, that he fhut himſelf 
up for ſome days, and would admit nobody into his 
chamber but me; whilſt I, conforming myſelf to his 
lively ſorrow, ſeemed full as much grieved as him. To 
confeſs the truth, I made uſe of this occaſion to beſtow 
ſome freſu tears upon Antonia: the -fimilitude there 


* 


* 


+ 
* 
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was between her death and that of the Marchioneſs de 


'Foral, opened anew a wound that was but ill cloſed ; 
and renewed my affliction ſo much, that the miner, 
as much grieved as he was, could not avoid taking no- 
tice of it, He was aſtoniſhed, to the laſt degree, to ſee 
me ſympathĩſe ſo zealouſly with his ſorrow. Gil Blas, 
ſaid he to me one day, when I ſeemed plunged i in a pro- 
found melancholy, it is a very pleaſing conſolation to 
me, to have a confident who is ſo ſenſible of my ſuffer- 
ings. Ah! my Lord, replied I, giving him all the ho- 
nour of my grief, I muſt be very ungrateful, and hard- 
hearted indeed, if I were not ſenfibly affected therewith. 
Can I remember that you mourn the loſs of a daughter 


of ſuch conſummate merit, and of whom you were ſo 


fond, without intermingling my tears with yours? No, 
my Lord, you have behaved ſo kindly to me, that it 


ſhall be my ſtudy as long as I live to ſhare in 0m 


pain as * as Flure. 
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CHAP. X. K a 


Sil Blas meets by Accident the Poet Nunez, who. ac 
quaints him that he has wrote a Tragedy, which is im- 
mediately to be brought upon the Prince's Theatre ; its 
bad Succeſs: and the wonderful e that * 
Foy: reaped from it. 


filled me with joy and good. humour. Going 
abroad one evening to take the air in my coach, I met 


ſince he left the hoſpital, and he was very well dreffed. 
I permitted him to come into the coach, and we drove 
together to St. Jerom's meadow. 


meeting you by chance, otherwiſe I ſhould not have 
Had: the pleaſure No reproaches, Santillane, replied 


own that I had no intention to viſit you at preſent, for 
the following reaſon. Lou promiſed me a good poſt, 
if I would abjure poetry; and I have found very ſub- 
ſtantial reaſons to make me perſiſt. in that ſtudy; and in- 
deed this ſuits my humour beſt. A friend has intro- 


Ribero, who is treaſurer to the King' s pallies. This 
gentleman. wanting to have a wit in his pay, and finding 


my genius very brilliant, has ehoſen me to be his pri- 


candidates "al the poſt. 


HE Kinder at laſt began to be n which | 


the Aſturian poet, being the firſt time I had ſeen him 


Mr. Nunez, faid I to him, F am very fortunate 10 ä 


he with ſome degree of precipitation; though I muſt. 


duced me into the family of Don Bertrand Gomez de 


vate ſecretary, in preference of fix. others, who were 


Fabricio, I am glad to hear it, for Don Bernard is re- 
puted to be very rich. Rich! anſwered he, they ſaß 
be has ſuch immenſe ſums.that he is incapable af count- 
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ing it. He piques himſelf upon being very gallant, and 

k 2 great wit; my office therefore is to keep up a corref- - 

f pondence with feveral ſprightly ladies, and to fill up his 

billets with lively lights of wit and humour. I write 

for him both in proſe and verſe, and to oblige him the: 
more, I frequently deliver them with my own hands. 

| Very well, faid I, but what I wanted moſt to know was 

: whether you are well paid for your performances. Don 
Bernard, anſwered he, unlike many rich people who are 
generally very ungenerous, pays me nobly. I have two 
hundred piſtoles fixed wages; beſides, he frequently 
gives me other gratuities, which makes me ut a condi- 
tion of playing the gentleman. I paſs my time agree - 
ably with ſome other brother authors, as you know We 
are generally enemies to care. But I want to know, re- 
fumed I, if thy benefactor has taſte enough to reliſh: 
the beauties of a work of genius, and likewiſe to know _ 
its faults. No, not at all, ſaid Nunez, I cau aſſure you 
he is no connoiffeur, though he can talk ſpeciouſly. 
He gives himſelf out for another Tarpa, is always very 
bold in his deciſions, and ſupports his opinion in ſuch 
2 vociferous manner as obliges his antagoniſt togive o- 
ver, for fear of a ſhower of abufive language, WE he 
is often very liberal of againſt his opponents. . 

By this means you may eaſily perceive that Fam ve«- 
ry careful not to contradict him; but that I may retain | 
my ſtation, and his good graces, I always applaud hat- | 
ever he praiſes, and diſapprove ef every thing which he | 
condemns and by this complaiſance, which#ou-know | 

_ colts me nothing, I have fo far gained hit friendſhip, | 

that he has employed me to compoſe a tragedy for him, | 
| 
| 


upon his own chuſing. This I have finiſhed under his 
inſpection, which, if it ſucceeds, I * owe a good * 
of the glory to his advice. 
9 ſaid E what is the title of * rraged ff: Ha 
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told mne it was called the Count de Saldagne, and would - 
be repreſented; in the Prince's theatre in a few days. 


Well, replied I, I hope it will have a great run; for 1 


have 1uch an opinion of your genius, as not to doubt in 


the leaſt of its ſucceſs. I hope the fame, faid he, but 


there is no dependance upon the caprice of an audience, 
which e the ſucceſs of any dme piece vey 
uncertain.” 


The ſitſt day of i its repreſentation arrived at laſt; but 


as 1 had a commiſhon to execute for his grace, I could 
not pothbly go to fee the performance. Being anxious 
to know what ſucceſs it had, I ſent Scipio there, that ſo- 


I might be informed that night. After having waited 
very impatiently, he returned with a look in his face 
from which I prognoſticated no good. I aſked him 
with ſome degree of emotion, Well, how has the Count 
de Saldagne been received? He replied, Very brutally; 
I bad not patience to bear with the inſolence of the pit. 
And I am no leſs incenſed, ſaid I, at the folly of Nu- 


nez, to wiite plays. He certainly muſt have loſt his 


judgment, to prefer the hiffes and abominable ſhouts of 
an audience to the calm repoſe of a place I fhould have 
procured for him. Thus out of à principle of friend- 
ibip I inveighed againſt the Aſturian poet, at the ſame 
time that he exulted and rejoiced at the event. 

TWO days after this he came to my houſe in a tran- 
ſport of jay: Santillane, ſaid he, friendſhip commands 
me to come and ſhare with thee the great pleaſure I 


have in being the author of a bad play. By this means 


L have made my fortune. Tou no doubt know the 
ſtrange reception the Count de Saldagne met with; all 
the audience joined, as it were by mutual conſent, in 
damning it; and it is. to that I owe my good fortune. 
J was ailonifſhed to hear the poet Nunez talk in this 
manner. How is it pollible, cried I, that the damning 


ho... 


— 
- ——— 


rann T *, Us 


* x 


of thy tragedy can give thee ſuch an immoderate flow of 


ſpirits? Why there is very good reaſon for it, as I told 
you before that Don Bertrand had inſerted ſeveral parts 
in my performance of his own | compoſition, which no 


doubt he thought excellent; and this affronted bim 


greatly y, to find that the ſpectators were of a different 
opinion. This morning he came to me, and ſaid, Nu- 


nez, Victrix cauſa Diis placuit, ſed victa Catoni: be nos 


diſcouraged becauſe the populace. have given an unfa- : 
vourable reception to thy production; I am pleaſed wit 
it, and as a full recompenſe for the bad taſte of the 


age, I will inſtantly ſettle two thouſand crowns a ear 


upon thee out of my eſtate; let us therefore go imme-. 
diately to my lawyer, and have the deed drawn. I will 


inſtantly. give an order to my treaſurer” to pay thee | 


the firſt year's ſalary; which he accordingly did, and 


this moment I have received the money from him. 


E therefore congratulated Fabricio upon his. good for- 
tune, fince the Count de Saldagne had turned out ſo 
much to the author's advantage. Nunez. replied, You 
have very good reaſon to compliment me; how happy 
am I that the public gave my play ſo ſound a hiſſing! 


for if they had honoured it with their applauſe, I ſhould 


have had but a ſmall ſum for all my labours; whereas 
now its groans and hiſſes have furniſned me with ſuch 
2 fortune as will make my eirgumtametes eaſy for life. 6 


\ * 2 
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Scipio departs far New Spain, Santillane er obtains 
ed an nn or des tek fer him: 


HE unexpected good fortune of the poet Nunet 

gave my fecretaty a good deal of uneaſineſs; he 

could never look upon him without envy, chis being 
the ſubject of his diſcourfe for a whole week. Is it not 
ſtrange, ſays he, that blind Fortune ſhould give up 
men of genius to miſery, when at the ſame time ſhe 
loads authors who are capable of doing nothing but what 


thus enriched in the ſpace of a year, though ſhe has be- 
ſtowed it on Nunez in one night. I told him, That 


prime miniſter's . houſe may be called the temple of For. 
to enrich you may come all on a ſudden, when you 


they muſt be waited for with patience, Make yourſelf 
eaſy, ſaid I to him, you perhaps may be upon the point 
of obtaining ſome: good poſt: which actually came to 
Paſs in a few days, for I got him a very profitable one 
in the ſervice of the Count-Duke. 
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Raymond Caporis, the prime miniſter's ſteward, our 
diſcourſe turned upon the great revenues of his excek 
lency. He informed me that his grace enjoyed all the 
commanderies of the military orders, which are worth 


nothing to do, but to wear the croſs of Alcantara. Be- 


des, his poſts of grand chamberlain, maſter of the horſe, 


is- execrable with wealth? I ſhould be content to be 


what he wiſhed for might mach ſooner happen, as a2 
tune. As we are now under her roof, favours enough 


teaſt expect them. That may be ſo, replied Scipio, but 


One morning happening to be talking with Don 


about forty thouſand crowns a-year, for which he had 


— 
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and grand chancellor of the Indies, bring him in two. 
thouſand more; but thoſe articlesare nothing in com · 
pariſon of what he draws from America, where he turns- | 
merchant; for when the King's veſſels; ſail from Liſ. 
bon or Seville, he fhips the produce of ns eſtate at Oli- 
varez, ſuch as wine, corn, and oil, duty free. All thoſe 
commodities bring four times the value they yield in 
Spain, and in return they fetch home ſpices, colours, 
and other articles, which are bought for very little in 
America, and ſell at a high price in Europe. By this- 
trade he has got a great many millions, and at the ſame 
time does the King no harm; and the people who tran· 
ſact the buſineſs grow rich. 

Coſcolina's ſon, who had been liſtening to our difs 
courſe, informed him that he had long deſired to ſee- 
Mexico, aud would be glad of an opportunity of being- 
employed as a ſervant in this traffic. The ſteward re» 
plied, that he was very nice in chuſing ſuch perſons as 
were to be ſent thete, but that upon the recommendati» 
on of Signior Santillane my curioſity ſhould be ſoon 
ſatisfied. I informed Don Raymond, that he would o- 
blige me. greatly by inſerting his name in the regiſter of 
thoſe who were to be employed, informing: him that B 
had a great regard for Scipio, knowing his worth and 
abilities; that I was certain he would accompliſh any 
work he was ſet upon, in ſuch a manner as would do- 
me honour, and gain bim eredit; and that 1 was wile, 5 
to become ſurety for him. | | 

Caporis replied, if that be the caſe, as the ſhips wilt . 
fail for the Indies in a month, let him immediately 
repair to Seville, and I will write a letter to ſend by 
him to a perſon who will give him inſtruttions to en- 
rich himſelf, without doing any harm to the affairs of 


his er * for his intereſts mult be always deemenk 
cred, be * „ 24 


A 
>. 
; 
L 
> 
: 
d 
d- 
_ 
A 
5 
* 
33 
y 
3 
f 
e 
* 
C 


CCCP 


— 


1 
N » 
61 
0 
1 


4a" a 
' 4 
"Li - * 
E 4 
IN 
W © | 4 
r 0 * „ 
*. 
35x F 
N N. 
| 
Ll 
1 
1 5 
x : 
L < i N 
1 \ 
, ) 3 
TL EY | % 
$71 * 
1 7 7 
x ** 
19 
15 _ 
* 
ii 
4 } % 
3? 
PF] N 
11 q | 
4 : 
+ 4 
£ 
f P 
: N 
1 * 4 
* I 
"i Y 
1 1 
: 5 
\ ” 9 FX 
4. The 
my 
10 4 * 
41 | 
r 
was 
1 
1 Bi 
1 1 
1 5 
38 
a7 1 
. 
. 
171 1 
el ” - 
f | 
5 . 
11 
1 {188 
i 11 
1 
1 
+ wi 
7 4 \ 5 
5 
* © "8 
VKELY 
Is * i 
"5 . 1 
4 
| 
al | i} 1 
Mt 4 
[1 ? Ly 
1 A 
4 77 
1 . 
* 
92 
11 
4 
f J 
7 


* 


">> THE"ADVENTURES 


— 2 


Scipio being pleaſed with this propoſal, I gave kin 


Une ſum to buy wine and oil in Andaluſia, that ſo 


he might trade upon his own ſtock in the Indies. But 


notwithſtanding the fair proſpect he had of getting rich- 
es, he could not go without ſorrow, and we both * 
tears when he departed. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Don Alphonſo de Leyva arrives at Madrid; the Refi 
of his coming thither, which gives Gil Blas great 
Pain; but the Conſequences of it "8 out greatly to 
his Satisfaction. | 


—_ 


CIPIO was e gone, . the minilteld | 


page brought me a billet, which contained the 
following words. If Signior de Santillane will pleaſe 
call at St. Gabriel's head in Toledo-ſtreet, he will meet 
there with one-of his beſt friends.” I thought within 
myſelf, Who can this beſt friend be? What reaſon can 
he have to conceal his name? it may be to give me an 
agreeable ſurpriſe. I immediately went to the place 
where I was direCted, and was aſtoniſhed to ſee there 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva. Is it you, my Lord, ſaid 1, 
whom 1 ſee here? He hugged me in his arms, crying, 
Yes, it is I, my dear Git Blas, it is your old friend Don 
Alphonſo himſelf. What is the reaſon of your coming 


to Madrid? ſaid J. Why, replied he, the cauſe of my 
journey will both ſurpriſe and afflict you; I am depri- 


ved of the government of Valencia, and am ordered here 


to give an account of my conduct. I was quite thun · 


derftruck with this news, and remained filent for ſame 
time. I aſked him what could be the reaſcn of this. 
He anſwered, he was quite ignorant of the reaſon, but 
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mei it might be Pes he had made à viſit about 
three weeks ago to the Cardinal Duke of Lerma, Who 


had been a month"confined- to his caſtle: at Denia 


I replied, I make not the leaſt doubt but that is the 
reaſon, and am ſurpriſed that your prudence did not di- 


rect you better than to viſit a diſgraced miniſter. That - 
is true, anſwered: he, but I am come to a reſolution not 


to be troubled at it, but to retire with my family to the 
caſtle of Leyva, where I will ſpend the' remaining part 
of my time in peace and quietneſs; the only thing that 
gives me uneaſineſs is, that I am to appear before a 
haughty prime miniſter, who perhaps may not uſe me 
with good manners, which is mortification enough to a 
Spaniard :- but however, it muſt be born, and therefore 
I was defirous of ſpeaking with you before I made this 
ſubmiſſhon. + 

Well, my Lord, ſaid I, I would not have you preſent 
yourſelf before the miniſter till I learn the crime you 


are accuſed of; perhaps it is not ſo bad, but L may pro 


cure a pardon for you. However, to ſhew my gratitude 
and friendſhip for you, L will exert myſelf as much as it 
lies in my power in your favour. Upon which I left 
him, promiſing that he ſhould hear ſoon fromme. 
I had not intermeddled with any ſtate affairs fince the 
two memorials of which honourable mention has been 


made. I waited upon Carnero, and enquired if it was 


true that the government of-Valencia had been taken 
from Don Alphonſo de Leyva. He ſaid it was, but 
he did not know the reaſon for ſo doing. I therefore 
without heſitation waited upon his grace, that I might 
learn from his own mouth the cauſe of my ESR aſe 
grace. 

This troubleſome event had ſo niche) affected my 
mind, that it was eaſy to obſerve a gloom caſt over my 
whole countenance. The Duke perceiving this as ſoon 
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as L entered, and obferving that tears were ready to ib 


from my eyes, aſked with fome emotion if any body 


had injured me; for if they had, I ſhould have juſtiet 


done me. T anſwered weeping, My Lord, I would not 
conceal my forrow from you: the unexpected news: of 
the government of Valencia being taken from my friend 
Non Alphonfo de Leyva is the cauſe of my deſpair; for 
could not hear any thing that could poſſibly affect me 
more. The miniſter replied with ſome degree of alto» 
niſhment, Pray what concern can you have with that 
Don Alphonſo and his government? Upon this I gave 
bim an account of the many obligations 1 lay under w 
the Lords of Leyva, and how I bad procured the 0. 
vernment in queſtion for Don Cæſar's ſon. 


The miniſter heard me with attention, and kindly 


bid me dry up my tears, telling me that he was quite 
ignorant of the whole affair, and that he Iboked upon 
Don Alphonſo as a creature of the Cardinal de Lermay 
from the viſit he had paid him; but that from what B 
had faid he was willing to believe that he had made 


that vifit out of pure gratitude, as he had received fas | 


vours from his hand. He ſaid he was ſorry for diſpla- 
cing a man who owed his poſt to me; but as he had de- 
ſtroyed my work, he would rebuild it, and do more for 
me than the Duke of Lerma had done: that as my friend 
was before only governor of Valencia, he would now 
make him viceroy of the kingdom of Arragon: and 


did me go. and inform him of this welcome piece of 


news, deſiring me to bring him EO to wil 
the oaths. 


Theſe joyful tidings affeRted:/ me very ſtrangely, for 
I immediately paſſed from the loweſt degree of ſorrow 


to the higheſt pitch of joy. His grace obſerved this 


from the manner in which I expreſſed my thankfulneſs, 


but he was not diſpleaſed with it; and when L informed 
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kim that Don Alphonſo was already in Madrid, he or- 
dered me to introduce him that ſame-day. I ran im- 
mediately to my friend, who was overjoyed: when I in- 

formed him of his new employment; be could ſcarce 
give credit to my report, not thinking that I had ſo 
much intereſt at court as to have viceroyaltics given up- 

on my recommendation. I conducted him immedia 

ly to the Count - Duke, who 1eceived him very 8 
iy, informing him, that. having bchaved. ſo well in his. 
government of the city of Valencia, the King thinking 
him qualified for a more important. office, had nomina- 
ted him to the viceroyalty of Arragon. Beſides, reſu · 
med he, as you. are well deſeended, the nobility of Ar» 
ragon will not murmur at the ehoice of the court.” - - 

His excelleney was upon his guard not to haue m 
name mentioned in the whole tranfaction, and by this 
means hindered himfelf and Non Alphanſo- from; all the 
ſatires that might have been . out n nn 
of my making. 

As ſoon as Don Cæſar's hh Was \ inftalled.; into his 
new office, be ſend an expreſs to inform his father and 
Seraphina of his goed fortune, who immediately ſet ous. 
for Madrid. You may eaſily imagine what pleaſure it 
gave me to find myſelf overwhelmed with the thanks of 
three perſons I eſteemed moſt in the world: They! 
were thoroughly ſenfible.of my: zeal and affection, and 
of the honout which the paſt of vicaroy did to their fa». 
mily. They ſeemed to bave forgot that L was once 
their ſervant, and now ſpoke to me as one of their own 
relations, and their eine c were ee 
conception. . 

Don Alphonſe baving 8 bis Pas pagan 
thanked the King and his miniſter, and ſet out with his 
family to fi his abode at Saragoſſa, where he made bis. 
entrance with. remarkable ſplendour ; and the acclamae 
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tions of-the Arragonĩans ſhewed n full approbuinm 
* e . 1 1 n over nen e e a 


hi Gefen de Cogallas and vin Andrea de 7 erdefi 0 FR 
ing at the Palace, Santillane meets with them there. 
be Story of Don Gafton and Donna Helena de Gali 
eo concluded. Gil Blas daes an perten Pizet o 
be Service to 7 ordefil as. 8 en 


'T ſwelled my TY mY mn 1 hi te 
greatly, for my metamorphoſing a diſplaced” gover- 
nor into a viceroy. The very Lords of Leyva did not 
ſo much exult at it as I did. And that I may let the 
reader ſee that I was no longer the ſame Gil Blas wh 
under the preceding miniſtry had ſold all the favours of 
the court, 1 muſt relate how I e my e to 
bekde another friend. * LN 
My ſituation and intereſt with the orime miniſter wt 
came ſo well known, that it made even the nobility 
court my company. Being in the anti - chamber one 
day converſing with ſome of them, I perceived in the 
throng Don Gaſton de Cogollos, the ſtate-priſoner whom 
I left in the tower of Segovia, and the keeper Don An- 
drea de Tordeſillas along with him. Whereupon I part- 
ed from the company I was engaged with, to embrace 
thoſe two friends. We were all equally ſurpriſed to 
meet one another in this place. After ſome warm em- 
braces on both ſides, Don Gaſton ſaid, as this is not | 
Proper place to converſe in, allow me to conduct you 
-toa convenient houſe, where Signior de Tordeſillas and 
I may have a long converſation with you. I conſented 
to this, and after we had 3 n of the 
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throng in the palace, found Don Gaſton's coach wait- 
ing in the. ſtreet for us, into which we all went, and 
were driven to a very handſome houſe, where Don Co- 
gollos lived, in the great market place, where the bull- 
fights are exhibited. We were introduced into a hall 
very magnificently furniſhed; and aſter we were ſeated; 


Don Andrea began by telling me, that when 1 leſt him, 


I ſeemed to hate the court, and to be determined to te- 
tire from it for ever. I acknowledged that was actu- 
ally my deſign then, and that I did not change my ſen- 
timents till the old King died; but when the preſent | 
King aſcended the throne, I was willing to try whether 
he knew me again, which I had the good fortune to find 
that he did, and received me-very graciouſly, he him 
ſelf recommending me to the prime miniſter, whoſe fa- 
vourite I now am in a much greater degree than ever 


I was with the Duke of Lerma. This is the moſt ma- bs 


terial circumſtance that has happened to me ſince Thad 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you. Now, Sigmor Don An- 
drea, I want to know how affairs are with you; are yo 
ſtill the keeper of the tower of Segovia? He replied, be 
was not, and he imagined for no other reaſon than be- 
cauſe the prime miniſter believed him to be wholly de- 


voted to his predecefſor. Don Gaſton faid he was ſer- 


at liberty for a quite contrary reaſon; for after the prime 


' miniſter came to know that I was impriſoned there by 


order of the Duke of Lerma, he commanded me to be 
diſcharged., It remains now, Signior Gil Blas, to ins 
form you of my adventures ſince I have been enlarged: 
After I had thanked Don Andrea for his kindneſs to 
me during my being his prifoner, I repaired to Madrid, 
and preſented myſelf before the Count-Duke d'Olivarez, 
who accoſted me after this manner: I would not have 
you be in the leaſt afraid that your late misfortune will 
hurt your reputation: for the Marquis of Villareal's che- 
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: rater is entirely cleared up: avenihpnding he is a 
Fortugueſe, and a relation of the Duke de Braganza; | 
yet it is found that he has the intereſt of the King more 
at heart than that of the Duke; and therefore the ſuppo- 
ſition of your being attached to him vaniſhes. Jo do 
you juſtice in the eyes of the world, the King hay 
thought fit to beſtow upon you-a lieutenancy in the Spas 
niſh guards. I thanked him with a heart full of grati- 
tude for this diſtinguiſhing mark af his favour, and begs 
ged that he would only allow me a month to make a 
journey to Corea, to viſit my aunt Donna Eleonora de 
Laxarilla. The Count-Duke granted the favour I aſk: 
ed, and I immediately ſet out, having only one ſervant 
to wait upon me. : As ſoon as we had paſſed. Colme- 
nar, and were got in between two mountains, we ob» il 
ſerved a cavalier defending himſelf valiantly again 

three men, who attacked him. all at ance. Upon which 
I rode up and joined him, Our enemies were all malk- 
ed, and appeared to be expert and vigorous ſwordfmenz 
but notwithſtanding the advantage they bad ever us, I 
ſoon perceived one of them e ;the other two wn W 
mediately rode off. b 
We had not much to boaſt of our VICLOr ys forth 1 © 
found ourſelves both dangerouſly wounded. But you X 
be 


will not wonder at my ſurpriſe, when I inform you that 
this cavalier was no other than Combados,, the husband WW * 
of Donna Helena. He was na Iefs aſtoniſhed, when r 
be obſerved in me his defender and deliverer:. he cries 1 u 
out in a tranſport, Is it you, Don Gaſton, who have ſo | P 
generouſly helped me? I dare ſay you did not think it } ® 
vas the man who had ſo: ungenereuſly robbed: you 0b 
your miſtreſs. I muſt confeſs, anſwered I, that I wat 
ignorant of itz but do you think me ſuch a moniker, 
that if L bad known it, I would have refuſed: to de what 
T have dane? He replied, that he had a better apinan 


three ruſſians, as I am certain that it will be a 
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of me; adding, thataf hediedof the wounds he had re · 
ceived, he hoped I ſhould recover, and proſit by his 
death. I replied, Combados, I would not bave vou to 
think, thats notwithſtanding I have not forgot Donna 
Helena, I do deſre to enjoy her at the erpence of 
your life. It gives me great pleaſure that I have been 
ſerviceable to you in defending you from the ſwords of 


to your fpouſe. My ſervant had now wa and ta- 
. off the maſk of the dead cavalier, whom Combados 
immediately knew. It is my coufin Caprara, ſaid hez 
be has Jong entertained this deſign, out of -malice for 
being 4difappointed of a rich eſtate, which he unjuſtly. 
diſputed with me; and now Heaven has permitted him 
to fall a victim to his.own wickedneſs. But our blood 
flowing inceſſantly, put us in mind of going immedi» 
ately to the town of Villarejo, ien was only.two gu- 
ſhots from the field of battle. | 
We made all the haſte we could, a alighted | 
at the firſt inn, we ſent for an expert ſurgeon, Who exa» 
mined eur wounds, which he found dangerous. After 


having drefled them, he tied them up, and Jeft us o 


ourſelves. But next day, upon taking off the dreſſings, 
he judged Don Blas's wounds to be mortal, hoping 
however that mine would have a more favourable criſis, 
both which came to paſs. As ſoon as Combados was 
informed of his melancholy ſituation, he gave himſelf 
up entirely to prepare for his end, and ordered an ex- 
preſs to be 3 to h his wife of che whole 
affair. 7 


Donna W upon receiving the N immedi- 


| ately ſet out for Villarejo; but her breaſt was terribly 


agitated; the danger her huſband was in, and the fear 
that her paſſion for me, the flame of which was but half 


ON Might revive, greatly tormented her. Up- 
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on her approaching Don Blas, he told bers ſhe way 
come juſt time enough to receive his laſt farewell. He 
informed her of the condition he was in, juſt at the 
point of death, and that he looked upon it as a juſt 
judgment from heaven upon him ſor the deceitful prac. 
tices he had made uſe of to deprive Don Gaſton of her. 
At the fame time he adviſed her now to give Don 


Gaſton her hand, which he would be well pleaſel 


with. Donna Helena was ſo overwhelmed with tears 
upon theſe two different Scopus that ſhe male no re- 
ply. . 
In three days time Don Combades died of his wounds 
while I every day grew better. The care of tranſport- 
ing Don Combados's corpſe wholly engroſſed the atten · 
tion of the young widow, ſo that I had not the pleaſure 
of ſeeing her, but received her compliments by the 
hands of another when ſhe departed. When my health 
would permit, I ſet out after her to Coreaz and being 
thoroughly recovered, my aunt Donna Eleonora and 
Don George de Galiſteo came to a reſolution that we 
ſhould be immediately married, leſt ſome unlucky ac- 
- Cident or other ſhould again ſeparate us. But the late 
deatlrof her huſband made it neceflary that the ceremo» 
ny ſhould be performed in ſecret; and Donna Helena 
and I ſet out in a few days for Madrid. The time of 
abſence that I had obtained from the Count-Duke being 
elapſed, made me fearful that he had diſpoſed of my 
commiſſion to ſome other z but he had not, and was tho- 
roughly ſatisfied with the account 1 gave him of what 
had occaſioned my not returning ſooner. ' 
He concluded with informing us, that he had con- 
nected himſelf with ſome very agreeable friends, with 
whom he lived happily, and was thoroughly. pleaſed 
with the poſt he had obtained of being lieutenant in the 
Spaniſh guards. This made Don Andrea exclaim and 
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Way ſay, that he was in à very different ſituation, having loſt . 
He an advantageous: poſt, and that he had no friends who | 

the WW had intereſt enough to provide him with another. Time 
juſt W formed him that he was miſtaken in that, for that he 

ac- ¶ had not loſt me, who had more intereſt with the Count- 
er. Duke than with the Duke of Lerma. I am therefore 
on ſurpriſed to find ſo much ingratitude in you as to affiem 
fed that you have not a friend who can procure a good poſt 


ars for you. Have yon forgot, that by the intereſt of tbe 


re» WW archbiſhop of Grenada, who did it to ſerve me, you 
+ was appointed'to an employment in Mexico, had not a 
ds, fooliſh love-affair detained you in the city of Alicant? 
ort · And as I have the ear of the prime miniſter, I am now _ 
en. W much more capable of ſerving you than I was before. 
| Tordeſillas then replied, I ſhall put my whole truſt in 
you, but I beg that you would not ſend me to New 
Spain, for I would not chuſe to go * though: I was 
made ſovereign of Mexico. 
About this time Donna Helena cd the hall, a and 
her appearance far exceeded any idea I had formed of 
her beauty, Cogollos introduced me to her, informing 
her that I was Signior de Santillane, of whom ſhe had 
often heard him ſpeak, and whoſe agreeable converſati- 
on had frequenly ſuſpended his ſorrow, when in priſon. | 
It is no wonder that it did, madam, replied I, fince you 
was always the ſubject. She made a, reply in a very 
modeſt manner. I then took my leave of them, aſſu- 
ring them that it gave me the greateſt pleaſure and fa» 
tisfaction to find that the long paſſion they had enter- 
tained for one another was at laſt crowned with a hap- 
Py marriage,” After this I faid to Tordeſillas, Pray 
give me your addreſs, and:I hope in leſs than eight days 
you will find that I have power as well as friendſhip. 
I was ſoon furniſhed with arr opportunity of performing 
my promiſe; for the very next day the Count-Duke in- 
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| Fotmed me that the place of governor of the royal prifoi 
of Valladolid was become vacant, a poſt which brings 
more than three hundred piſtoles aiyear, and that he 
was:reſolvedito beſtow it upon me. I thanked him for 
at was worth an hundred thouſand ducats, I would te. 4 
nounce it, rather than be removed from the preſence c 
this grace. The Count-Duke replied, I might enjoy 
this, and remain at Madrid; I had only ta go at ſome i 
particular times io Valladolid to viſit the priſon 'thete. Gil 
I told him, that 1 would never remove from his grace, | 
and would accept of this poſt upon no other conditions 
than being allowed to reſign it in favour of a gallait 
and worthy gentleman, named Don Andrea de 'Torde: 
ſillas, who was formerly keeper of the tower of Segovia, 
His kind treatment of me, added I, duringcthe time l 
was ptiſoner in the tower of Segovia, demands this at 
my hand. The miniſter ſmiling at this, ſaid, I obſerve 
that as thou haſt made a viceroy, ſo now thou haſt z 
mind to make a governor of a loyal priſon. Well, let 
it be ſo, my friend; thou ſhalt have the giving of this 
poſt to Tordeſillas; but I want to be informed what ad- 
vantage this will be to thee, for I can never think that 
thou art fo fooliſh as to employ thy credit for nothing 
1 anſwered, my Lord, an honeſt man ought always to 
pay his debts. Don Andrea did me all the ſervice in but 
bis power, and ought not I to requite his generoſity! 
The miniſter ſaid, I ſee, Gil Blas, you are now become 
very diſintereſted; you are quite a different perſon from (1c, 
What you were under the laſt miniſtry. I replied, it it 
very true; the contagion that ſeived them all in putting 
every thing vp to ſale had infected me; but as the pre 
ſent miniſtry acted upon quite different 9 it 
made me follow their example. 


My friend Don Andrea was in a hate f ume mg 
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* vernor' of the royal priſon of Valladolid, which fulted 
him exactly, and gave me the utmoſt ſatisfaction, as by 
he this means 1 had it in my power to _— all the A 


der tions I wp ner, to kim. 7 
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* Gil Blas pays a ; Vi £ to Nunez the Poet; an Account of 
va the Company he met with there, and the, 4 ferent 
yy  Subjefts that their Diſcourſe turned en. „ sg 

lam Urioſity one afternoon led me to make a viſit to 

rde- the famous Aſturian poet, being deſirous to know 


wa. WY his oeconomy in managing his ſalary. By his direction 
ne be was to be found at the houſe of Signior Don Bertrand 
Bal Gomez de Riberoz but enquiring there fer him) the 
erve porter informed me that he did not live there, but had 
alt a hired another houſe behind it, to which he directed 
„J me. I paſſed through a little court, after which 1 EH 
tered into a naked hall, where I found my friend Fa- 


that friends, who had dined with him that yp YR » 20h n 
Dinner was juſt over, which put them into ſueh g 
ſpirits, that they had already begun a noiſy diſputation; 3 
but my appearance ſoon made them all filent. As ſbom 
as Nunez perceived me, he got up with great preeipita“ 
tion, and introduced me to the company, ſaying, Gen“ 
tlemen, this is Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, the prime 
miniſter's favourite, who is ſo good as to honour me 
with a viſit. At that inſtant the whole company got 
up, and paid their reſpects to me; and underſtanding 
my intereſt at court, they were ſuperlatively reſpectful 


in their civilities. I ſtood i in no need of a repaſt, but 
2 ·˙ààAAAA oc 11 


bricio not riſen from table, with fix or ſeven of his 
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was obliged to Join them 3 in a toaſt which they had- gi 
ven. 

Upon which I Gid; Gentlemen, I am Nach tber ! 
ſhould have intruded upon your converſation, and un- 


leſs you will make me a promiſe to go on with it, I 


will inſtantly be gone. Fabricio replied, the company 
were talking of the Iphigenia of Euripides. The ba- 
chelor Melchior de Villegas, who is one of the firſt or- 
der of criticks, was enquiring of Don Jacinto de Ro- 
marata concerning the moſt intereſting circumſtance of 
that tragedy, who anſwered, it was the danger to which 
Iphigenia was expoſed. The bachelor replied, that he 
was ready to prove what he had aſſerted, that the dan» 
ger was not the moſt intereſting part of the ſubject. 
Pray. what is it then? cried the old licentiate Gabriel 
de Leon. Why it is the wind, ſaid the bachelor. 
This affertion made the whole company burſt out in- 
to a moſt immoderate fit of laughter. I could not i- 
magine that Melchior ſaid this with any other view than 
that of giving life to the converſation, being ignorant 
of the virtuoſo's character, which was, that he was quite 

averſe to raillery. He replied, you may laugh as mer- 
rily as you pleaſ?, but I till maintain, in ſpight of all 
your noiſe, that nothing but the wind alone ought to 


intercſt and move the ſpeQtator, Only give yourſelf the 


trouble of thinking, and then you will agree with me, 
that the wind only could move the ſpectators. Obſerve 
a numerous army encamped for no other reaſon than to 


go and beſiege Troy; imagine the infinite impatience 
of the commanders and ſoldiers to execute this enter- 


priſe. In the mean time a contrary wind ſprings up, 


which makes their return into Greece uncertain, where 


they have left every thing that is valuable to them, 


their wives, children, and houſhold gods. I muſt own' 


that I feel for the Greeks, and my only deſire is to ſee 
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. the departure of their fleet. And as there is no other 
means of obtaining a favourable wind from the gods 
[ but by the death of Iphigenia, which is of very ſmall | 


conſequence in compariſon of the other, therefore her 
U being made a victim gives me no uneaſineſs. 

7 When Villegas had made an end, they renewed their 
. laughter; but Nunez, with a deſign to afford more game 


to the railers, ſupported his opinion. They all in their 
turn made their different jokes upon the wind: but he 
f beheld them with a look of the moſt profound contempt, 
to let them ſee that they were poſſeſſed of nothing but 
ignorant vulgar minds. This reply gave me. great 
- hopes of ſeeing a battle, as the common end of ſuch 
- BU diſſertations generally is going to loggerheads. How- 
erer, for this once my expectations were diſappointed ; 
4 they contented themſelves with a little low ſcurrility 
i and Billingſgate language; and when they had eaten 
and drunk as much as ey WONG prope wy Cepar- 
n ted ſeparately. 
it As ſoon as they were gone, I aſked Don Lopez if he 
e was at variance with the treaſurer, as he did not live 
with him. He ſaid, Don Bertrand is ſo good as to 
allow me to live in this ſeparate apartment, where I can 
0 have the pleaſure of enjoying my friends, without giv- 
1e ing him the leaſt diſturbance; and as I have no incli- 
e, nation for leaving much to my heirs, I enjoy parties of 
ve pleaſure every day. My dear Nunez, replied I, I hear - 
to tily rejoice with thee upon the ſucceſs of thy laſt trage- 
ce dy; for I can aſſure thee that the great Lopez has not 
r. got ſo much by eight h:;ndred dramatic pieces he has 
P> written, as thou haſt got by the Count de Saldagne. 
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The Miniſter ſends Gil Blas to Toledo; for what Reaſon; 
and the Succeſs he had in his Embaſſy. 


OR more than a month, whenever I waited upon 

his excellency, he told me that he ſhould ſoon 

have occaſion for me to employ my talents. I waited 
impatiently to know what this buſineſs was, when one 
day he told me, that he had had information that the 
Toledo company of players had got a young aQtrels, 
whoſe ſuperior talents captivated the ſpeCtators; that 
ſhe had a great ſhare of beauty, and danced and ſung 
divinely: and as the king delighted in muſic and dan- 
cing, he was reſolved he ſhould have the pleaſure ol 
being entertained with a perſon of ſuch extraordina!] 
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accompliſhments; and as he knew me to be a connoiſ- 
ſeur in thoſe matters, deſired me to go privately, ane 
let him know my opinion' of her. I immediately fet 
off, with one ſervant only without any livery; and 
when I alighted at the inn, the landlord accoſted me, 
ſaying, Signior Cavalier, I ſuppoſe you are come to ſee - 
the tremendous ceremony of the Auto de Fe“, which is 
to be exhibited here to-morrow. As I was reſolved to 
let no perſon know the real cauſe of my journey, I told 
him I was. Well, ſaid he, you will ſee the fineſt pro- 
ceſſion that ever happened in this country; there are 
no leſs than a hundred priſoners, out of whom no more 
than ten are to be burnt. 

Before day-break the next morning all the bells in 
the city began tolling, which was to inform the people 
that there was to be an Auto de Fe that day. As I 
wag very curious to ſee this tremendous affair, I imme- 
diately got up and dreſſed myſelf, and went towards the 
inquiſition. Scaffolds were already erected along the 
ſtreets through which the inquiſition was to paſs: I hi- 
red a place upon one of the moſt commodious of them. 
Soon after the banners of the inquiſition appeared; the 
dominicans followed them ; then the wretched victims 
which were to be: burnt that day by the hands of the 
holy office came next. Thoſe miſerable people fol- 
lowed one after another, with their heads and feet 
bare, every one earrying a wax taper in his hand, and 
a godfather + by his ſide. Some of them had large 
ſcapularies of yellow ſtuff, garniſhed with St. Andrew's 
croſſes painted red, which they call Sanbunettos; others 
wore r Which are high a caps, made in 


a z 


* The Act of Faith, 


7 People whom the Inquiſitor a appoints, to accompany the bine in 
the Auto de Fe, and who are obliged to be anſwerable for chem. 
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the form of a ſugar-loaf, and covered with flames and 
diabolical figures. * 
I durſt not ſhew the leaſt ſign of com pat bas in my 
countenance, for if I had, I ſhould have ſuffered for itz 
but upon obſerving thoſe wha had carochas on their 
heads very attentively, I ſaw Father Hilary, with his 
companion brother Ambroſe. They paſſed ſo near me, 
' that I could not be miſtaken: and I refleed with my- 
ſelf, that Heaven had juſtly puniſhed thoſe two for their 
diſorderly lives, by giving them over to be-tormented 
by the inquiſition. I was immediately ſtruck with the 
utmoſt horror, confidering the connexions I had formers 
Iy had with thoſe rogues, and particularly the affair of 
Xelva; this raiſed the utmoſt thankfulneſs and grati- 
tude in my ſou], that I had efcaped their puniſhment. 
- When the dreadful exhibition was ended, I return- 
ed to the inn full of horror, but was obliged to drive 
off thoſe uneaſy reflexions, that I might enter into the 
ſpirit of my embaſſy, and acquit myſelf of it in a pro- 
per manner. I reſolved that night to go to the theatre, 
thinking it better to be informed by ocular. demonſtra- 
tion than any other means I could ufe; I therefore re- 
paired there in time, that I might have a proper place 
to make my obſervations in: and having ſat down next 
to a knight of Alcantara, I entered immediately into 
converfation with him. I acquainted him that I had 
heard much ſaid in favour of the actors at Toledo, and 
defired to know if my information had been juſt. In- 
deed it is, ſaid he: there are ſeveral of the firſt-rate 
actors in the company, and among the reſt a young 
beautiful actreſs called Lucretia, who will ſurpriſe you 
very much, though ſhe 1s not yet fourteen years of age. 
Her very mien and addreſs will at once point her out 
and captivate you. I enquired if ſhe was to act that 
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cio he told me the had a very capital character to 


repreſent in the play wards Jaw to bg Key + that 
night. | 


9 a paty 


When the curtain 0 up, two > aire]; Who had 
uſed every poſſible art to ſet themfelves off to advantage; 
made their appearance on the ſtage; but-notwithſtand= 
ing the luſtre of their diamonds, I did not think any of | 


them was ſhe that I came about. However, at length 


Lucretia made her appearance, and was uſhered in with 


the clapping and approbation of the whole company. 


I muſt.confeſs that at firſt ſight ſhe ſtruck me with her 
appearance; her noble and graceful air, with the pril. 


liancy of her fine eyes, made me look upon her as a di- 


vine creature. Upon her repenring the firſt ſpeech, I 
was eaſily convinced that ſhe h; both nature, fire; and 
underſtanding far above what could be expected from 
one of years, and I moſt chearfully paid her my tribute 
of praife with the reſt of the company. The cavalier 
my companion aſked me if I thought the audience gave 
her more praiſe than ſhe deſerved; I anſwered that I 


thought it was no more than her due. But, ſays he, 


you would be more ſurpriſed if you heard her fing., 
She is a perfect ſyren, ſo that it is dangerous for the 
hearers; and ſne is not Jeſs compleat in daneing; her 
voice and ſteps force the heart to ſurrender; I rephed; 
if all be true that you ſay, ſhe muſt be a prodigy in- 
deed; pray who is the happy man that has engaged her 


affections? He informed me, that if thei had any lover; 


the public were quite unacquainted with it; nor has 
even the mouth of ſcandal itſelf dared to attack her 
character. However, added he, I cannot anſwer how 
long this may be the caſe; the is at preſent under the 
care of her aunt Eſtella, who is the moſt accompliſhed 
of all the actreſſes in the company. , I ſtarted at the 
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name of Eftella, and aſked him if ſhe did not once be. 
long to the Toledo company. He replied, ſhe did, but 
that ſhe had not ated that night; if ſhe had, the com- 
pany would have been better entertained. She always, 
1aid: he, performs the part of waiting- woman, which ſhe 
does to admiration. Her action is rather too full of 
ſpirit, but this 1s an agreeable fault. 'The knight told 
me. wonders concerning this Eſtella, and by what he 
ſaid, I did not make the leaſt doubt but that it was the 
ſame identical Laura whom I have mentioned in my hi. 
ſtory, and whom I left at Grenada. However, that I 
might make ſure, aſſoon as the play was over, I went be · 
hind the ſcenes, and ſoon perceived her in the tiring - 
room, in diſcourſe with ſome gentlemen, who looked 
upon her in no other !:zht than as Lucretia's aunt. - I 


my haſty departure from Grenada, or through ſome par- 
ticular humour, I know not, but ſhe received me very 
was ſo much affronted at what I thought rude behaviour 
and to be revenged of her, was reſolved to give the mi- 
her being ſent for to Madrid. However, my reſentment 
did not continue long, for next morning when I was 


making ready to depart, a page entered my chamber 
with a letter from Laura, the contents of which was, 


«the bearer.” I immediately obeyed the ſummons, 
and went with the page, who conducted me to a very 
handſome houſe near the play-houſe, where I was intro» 
duced to Laura, whom I found at her tailet in a very 


| 
: 


advanced to ſalute her, but whether ſhe was affronted at 


dryly, and pretended ſhe had no knowledge of me. | 
muſt own this ſomewhat diſconcerted my plan, and I 


in her, that I determined next day to return to Madrid, 


niſter ſach a character of her niece as ſhould prevent 


“J would have you forget the manner in which I re- 
& ceived you laſt night in the dreſſing- room, and follow - 


acquainting me that ſhe hoped I would not take amiſs 


membered; let us now reeount to each other our ad- 


poſſeſſton of them? Therefore ſhe has bribed the under 


om 277 


genteel room. 99: roſe to ſalute me; at the 1 time 


the receptiou I had met with laſt night in the dreſſing- 
room. I muſt own, continued ſhe, that an vid friend 
like you had a right to expect more civil treatment; but 
I muſt plead my excuſe by acquainting you, that I was 
then in a bad humour, and. juſtly provoked by ſome 
ſcandalous- diſcourſe, which one of our gentlemen had | 

let drop concerning my niece, whoſe honour is dearer- ? 
to me than my own, But upon your ſudden departure, 
I immediately recollected myſelf, and ordered my page 
to follow you to your lodging, that I might this day beg. 
pardon, and make atonement for my fault. Lou are 
forgiven, my dear Laura, ſaid I, it ſhall no more be re- 


ventures ſince the unlucky day that I was obliged to quit 
Grenada in a hurry, for fear of a juſt puniſhment for 
my crimes. You may remember that I left you great- 
ly perplexed; I ſuppoſe you would have occaſion for at 
the addreſs you was miſtreſs of to ſoothe and appeaſe 
your Portugueſe lover. Not in the leaſt, ſaid ſhe; are 
you ſuch a ſtranger to the foibles of your own ſexy ag 
not to know that men are ſometimes ſo weak as to ſpare 
women even the trouble of juſtifying themſelves? 1 
proteſted to the Marquis of Marialva, that you was my _ 
brother. You will excuſe me, Mr. Santillane, if 1 

ſpeak to yow in the ſame familiar manner I uſed to do 
formerly, for I cannot get quit all at once of my old ha- 
bits. I therefore. tell thee, that boldly brazened it 
out. I ſaid to the Portugueſe nobleman, Cannot you 
obſerve that this is no more than jealouſy and rage in 
Narciſſa, for the diſappointment ſhe has met with in be- 
ing diſplaced from your affections, and ſeeing me in full 


candle - ſnuffer, who, to forward her reſentment, has the 
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impudence to affirm that he had ſeen and known me 


to be Arſenia's chamber-maid, than which nothing can 
be more falſe. Don Antonio Coello's widow always 
had a greater ſpirit than to humble herſelf ſo low as te 
be chamber-maid to an actreſs. And the falſity of 
Narciſſa might very eaſily have been made to appear, if 
The had not contrived ſome artifice to make him diſap - 
Pear. Though all thoſe apologies made but a very in- 
different excuſe, yet I continued in the graces of that 
good nobleman to the day of his departure from Gre- 


nada to return into Portugal. F . 1 
I continued ſome years at Grenada, when our com» 
pany divided; ſome went to Seville, others to: Cordova, 


and I to Toledo, where I have been ten years, with Lu- 
cretia my niece, who, as you's at the Bayes you would 


ſee act Jaſt night. ; 5 
Ar this I burſt out into a fit of laughter, ſaying, you 
have neither brother nor ſiſter, and therefore cannot be 


Lucretia's aunt. Beſides, if you will make a calculati - 


on of the number of years ſince our ſeparation, I am apt 


to think you will find that ſhe is a nearer relation to 
-you. She replied bluſhing, I underſtand you very well, 


I Tee you are an exact chronologiſt; it 1s tmpoſhble. to 


make you believe that ſhe is my niece. Well then, 


Lucretia is my daughter, by the Marquis of Marialva; 
ſhe is the fruit of our correſpondence; I can no longer 


keep. it a ſecret from you. How much you put your - 


ſelf to it, my queen, in relating that ſecret, after having 
made me the confident of your adventures with the 
ſteward of the hotpital of Zimora. But I can aſſure you 


that the publick can never be too grateful to you for the 
preſent you have made them of a maid of ſuch ſingular 


merit as Lucretia; and it would have been happy for 
the world if all Fs comrades had done the ſame. 
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ny private converſations J had with "Ne" at Grenada, 


while I was ſecretary to the Marquis de Marialva, ſhould 
imagine that I might claim the honour of being Lucre- 
tia's father, as well as that nobleman, I muſt to my 
ſhame acknowledge, that it is a very unjuſt ſuſpicion. 
I in my turn recounted to Laura my principal adven- 
tures, and let her know the agreeable ſituation I was in 
at preſent. She liſtened with great attention to the 
narrative I gave her, and ſaid, My friend Gil Blas, 1 


find you now act in a large ſphere in the theatre of the 
world; ir really gives me great pleaſure to be inform- 


ed of your proſperity; and I promiſe myſelf that I ſhall 


find a friend and protector in you when I come to Ma- 


drid, to introduce Lucretia into the Prince's company. 
I bid her never doubt of that, and told her ſne might de- 
pend upon me to procure admittance for her daughter 


into the Prince's company whenever ſhe pleaſed, a8 I 


had power to do much greater things than that. Laura 
replied, I would inſtantly take you at you,r word, and 
ſet out for Madrid to-morrow, only that I am bound 80 
the company of Toledo. I told her that an order from 
court would ſoon diſannul thoſe engagements, and af 
fured her of receiving one in leſs than a week's time. 
Such an actreſs as Lucretia, continued I, belongs to 


courtiers, and not to ſuch people as thoſe of Toledo. 


At this inſtant Lucretia entered the room, and was 
ſo exquiſitely charming, that I miſtook her for the god- 


deſs Hebe. She had juft got up, and her natural beau- 


ty made her appear much more charming than all the 
embelliſhments of art. Her mother immediately faid 


to her, Come, my dear, and thank this gentleman, Wo 


is an old acquaintance of mine; he has greit intereſt at 


court, and has promiſed to introduce us both into the | 


Prince's company. The dear girl was mightily pleaſed 


with this, and made me a very low curtſey, replying 
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with a moſt bewitching ſmile, I return you my fineere 
thanks for your kind intention; but are you certain that 
I ſhall pleaſe the audience at Madrid? It is very likely 
that I may loſe by changing my ſituation, for I have 
heard my aunt ſay, that ſhe had ſeen actors careſſed in 


one place, and the very ſame perſons hiſſed in another. Gn, 
I would therefore beg that you will take care that I am : 
not expoſed to contempt; and inſtead of your intended 

good offices meet with only the reproaches of the court. 


T anſwered, my dear, neither you nor I have reaſon to 
be apprehenſive of that; the only thing I think there 
is reaſon to fear is, that your charms will have ſo pow- 
erful an effect as to ſmite more than one half of the 
grandees about the court, which may create ſo much 
jealouſy among them as may perhaps have ſome. fatal 
conſequences. Laura replicd, I believe the fear of my 
niece is much better founded than yours, though I hope 
there is no foundation for either; but I am certain that 
if her charms will not captivate, ſhe is ſtill not a con- 
Ro actreſs. 
We continued our converſation for yet ke time 
e and I had reaſon to judge from every thing 
Lucretia ſaid, that ſhe was a girl of a ſuperiour under- 
ſtanding: I then took leave of theſe two heroines of the 
ſtage, declaring to them that they ſhc.ald ſoon HOT an 
ö male from court to come to Madrid. 
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Gil Blas Ny We" the Minifter of the Wa "i met with 

in his Commiſſion : he charges him ta. ſend for Lucretia 

Madrid: the Arrival of that Afreſs, and her fr 
„ at the King's Theatre. | 


HE Count-Duke was very impatient fol my return 

to Madrid, to know the ſucceſs of my journey. 

Gil Blas, ſaid he, have you ſeen the actreſs in queſtion? 

Is ſhe worth bringing to court? My Lord; anſwered 

I, fame, which generally extols handſome people more 

than they deſerve, does not even do juſtice to the fair 

Lucretia; ſhe 1 is a prodigy, og we her os; and ta- 
lents. 

Is it poſſible, cried the adele ith an 1 ſa- 
tisfaction which J read in his eyes, and which made me 
think it was on his own account he had ſent me to To- 
ledo; is it poſhble that ſhe can be ſo amiable? When 
you ſee her, replied I, you will own there is no fayin 
any thing in her praiſe, but what will fall ſhort of what 
her charms really deſerve. -Santillane, reſumed his Ex- 
cellency, give me an exact narrative of your journey, 1 
ſhall be glad to hear it. To ſatisfy my maſter then, I 
informed him of every thing that had paſſed, to which 
I added the hiſtory of Laura. I told him, that this act- 
reſs had had Lucretia by the Marquis de Marialva, a 
Portuguzſe nobleman, who happening to ſtop at Grena- 
da in his travels, became enamoured of her. In ſhort, 
when J had recited to his Excellency all the paffages be- 
tween thoſe players and me, he ſaid, It gives me plea- 
ſure that Lucretia is ſo nobly deſcended; that will make 
me concern myſelf the more for her; we muſt have her 
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here. But proceed, continued he, as you have begin; 
do not let me appear therein; let all this be die in 
Gil Blas de Santillane's name. LETS: 

I then waited upon Carnero, and told him his Ex. 
cellency would have an order. made out, whereby the 
King received into his company Eſtella and Lucretia, 
actreſſes of the playhouſe at Toledo. Yes, Signior de 
Santillane, ſaid Carnero, with a ſatirical ſmile, it ſhall 
be done immediately; ſince, according to all appearance, 
you concern yourſelf for theſe two ladies. At the fame 
time, he made out the order himſelf, and gave it to me; 
and I ſent it away immediately to Eſtella, by the ſame 
ſervant that had attended me to Toledo. About a week 
afterwards the mother and daughter arrived at Madrid, 
aud took ready. furniſhed lodgings near the King's the- 
atrez after which their firſt care was to. let me know it 
by a line from them, I went immediately to their lod- 
gings; where, after numberleſs offers of ſervice on my 
part, and as many thanks on theirs; J left them to pre- 
pare for making their firſt appearance, which I wiſhed 
might be both ſucceſsful and brilliant. | 

They gave themſelves out in the bills for two new 
actreſſes, whom the King's company had juſt received 
amongſt them by an order from the court; and they 


began with a comedy they had den acted at Tony 
with applauſe. 


In what part of the world are Fon not fond of a 


velty in their diverſions? There was that day a prodi- 
gious (concourſe at the playhouſe, and it may eaſily be 
imagined I added one to the number of ſpectators: I was 
even in ſome pain for them before the play began; as 
much prepoſſeſſed as I was in favour of the mother and 
daughter, I trembled for them, ſo much was I intereſt- 
ed in their ſucceſs. 
ata made before _ diſpelled all my THR by. the * 


But they had ſcarce opened their 
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plauſes they received; Eſtella was looked upon 28 a 
conſummate comic actreſs; and Lucretia as a prodigy 


when in the character of a lover. The latter, eſpeeial- 
ly, gained every heart, ſome admiring the luſtre of her 
eyes, whilſt others were moved with the ſweetneſs of 
her voice; and all in general being ſtruck with the gra- 
ces and dazzling brightneſs of her blooming . went 
away delighted by her appearance. 
The Count-Duke, who intereſted bimſelf more + 
] imagined in the performance of this actreſs, was that 
night at the theatre. 1 faw him go out about the end 
of the performance, very well pleaſed, as I fancied, with 


our two comedians. - Curious to know whether he was 


actually ſo much charmed with them, I haſtened home 
after him, and. going juſt after him into his cloſet, Well, 
my Lord, ſaid I, is your: Excellency pleaſed with the lit- 
tle Marialva? My Excellency, anſwered he, ſmiling, 
would be very difficult, if I refuſed to join my approba- 
tion to that of the publick: yes; my boy, I am enchant- 
ed with your Lucretia, and make not the leaſt doubt 
but bis Majeſty will be as well . when the, ap 
pears before him. | | | 


SADDLE) N SS XOXOXEX . by 
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— 


Lucretia becomes the general Topic at Court, and play s 
before the King, who becomes enamoured of ber : the 
cane of that Love. 


— 


HE appearance of theſe two new actteſſes Gon 
made abundance of noiſe at eourt; the very next 
morning they were ſpoken of at the King s levee: ſome 
noblemen ſaid much in praiſe of the young Lucretia in 
particular, and deleribed her as io amiable a ereaturs, 
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| that the monarch was firuck with it; but diſſembling 


the impreſſion their diſcourſe had made upon him, be 


ſaid not a word, and ſeemed to give no attention to it. 
Nevertheleſs, when he was left alone with the Count- 
Duke, he enquired who that actreſs was, whom he had 
heard ſo much extolled. The miniſter anſwered, ſhe 
was a young actreſs of Toledo, who had made her firſt 
appearance the night before with univerſalapplauſe. This 
_ actreſs, continued he, is called Luctetia, (a name very 
ſuitable to perſons of her profeſſion;) Santillane is ac- 
quainted with her, and he gave me ſuch an advantage- 
ous character of her, that I ordered her to be taken into 
your Majeſty's company. The King ſmiled on hearing 
my name, perhaps becauſe he then remembered it was 
by my means he became acquainted with Catalina, and 
= had a thought that I might probably do bim the ſame 
ſervice on this occaſion. Count, ſaid he to the miniſter, 
4 will ſee this Lucretia play to-morrow night, and 1 
charge you to inform her of my intention. 

The Count-Duke having related this converſation to 
me, and informed me of the King's intentions, diſpatch- 
ed me to the two actreſſes, to appriſe them thereof. I 
bring you great news, ſaid I to Laura, whom I met firſt, 
you will have to-morrow, amongſt your ſpectators, the 
ſovereign of the kingdom; this is what the miniſter has 
ordered me to acquaint you with: I do not doubt but 
both your daughter and you will do all in your power 
to deſerve the honour this monarch will do you; but! 
adviſe you to chuſe a play, wherein there is both ling- 
ing and dancing, that Lucretia may have an opportuni- 
ty of diſplaying at once all her talents, and ftrike him 
with adoration. We will follow your advice, an{wer* 
ed Laura, and we ſhall not be to blame, if his Majeſty 
is not pleaſed. He cannot be otherwiſe, replied I, ſee- 


ang Lucretia enter the room in a diſhabille, which be: 


came her more has the richeſt of 1 a he 
will be ſo much the better pleaſed with your amiable 
niece, as he is fond of ſinging and dancing above all 
things; he may even be tempted to throw the handker- 
chief at her. I do not at all wiſn him to have that 


temptation, ſaid Laura; as powerful a monarch. as he 


is, he might chance to meet. with ſome obſtacles to 
the accompliſhment of his | wiſhes, Lucretia, though 
bred up behind the ſcenes, is extremely virtuousz and 
whatever pleaſure ſhe takes in ſeeing herſelf applauded 
upon the ſtage, ſhe had yet 1ather be n as a mo- 
deſt woman, than a good actreſs. 

Aunt, ſaid the youthful Marialva, joining then in 1 9 
converſation, why ſhould we create monſters in our ima 
ginations to combat them afterward? I ſhall never be 


troubled with reſiſting his Majeſty's addreſſes; the de · 5 


licacy of his taſte will ſave him from the reproaches he 
would deſerve, ſhould he debaſe himſelf ſo low as to fall 
in love with me. But, lovely Lucretia, faid I, if, it 
ſhould ſo happen, that the King ſhould devote himſelf 
to you, and chuſe you for his miſtreſs, would you be ſo 


hard-hearted as to ſuffer him to languiſh in your chains, 
like an ordinary lover? Why not? anſwered ſhe. Un: 


doubtediy I would; and ſetting virtue aſide, methinks 
my vanity would be more flattered by having withſtood 
his paſſion, than if I ſhould have yielded to it. To hear 
2 pupil of Laura's talk thus greatly ſurprized me; and 
left them both, commending the latter for having edu- 
cated the other in ſo praiſe · worthy a manner. | 

Next day, the King, impatient to ſee Lucreria, repairs 
ed to the theatre: they ated a piece ſet off with enter: 
tainments of ſinging and dancing, wherein our young 
actreſs ſhined wonderfully. I kept my eyes fixed upon 


his Majeſty from the beginning to the end, and in his 


looks endeavoured to read his thoughts; but he put my 


- 
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| penetration to a ſtand, by an air of gravity which he af- 
fected to aſſume during the whole performance. I could 
not tell till next day what I longed eagerly to know. 
Santillane, ſaid the miniſter to me, I am juſt come from 
the King, who has talked to me of Lucretia with ſo 
much fire, that I am almoſt certain he is fmitten with 
this young actreſs; and as I told him that it was you 
that had her brovehe from "Toledo, he has expreſſed 2 
defire of talking with you upon that head in private: 
£0 immediately to his chamber, where orders are alrea- 
dy given for your admittance; run, and make haſte back 
again to acquaint me with your converſation. | 

I went that inſtant to the King, whom I found alone; 
he was walking very faſt till I came, and feemed to be 
buried in thought. He aſked me abundance of queſti- 
ons about Lucretia, and obliged me to relate her whole 
ſtory to him: after this he enquired if that little Siren 
had not already been engaged in ſome intrigue? | Lal. 
ſured him to the contrary, notwithſtanding the raſhneſs 
of ſuch kind of aſſurances, which ſeemed to make his 
Majeſty very happy. If that be the caſe, reſumed he, 
I chuſe you for my agent to Lucretia; EF will have her 
informed of her conqueſt by your aſſiſtance: go, and ac- 


quaint her with it from me, purſued he, giving me a. 


box full of jewels, worth fifty thouſand crowns, and tell 


her I beg her to accept this preſent, till I give her ſome 


more ſolid marks of my regard. | 

I went and rejoined the Count Duke before J wait» 
ed,upon Laura, to whom I gave a faithful account of 
the King's converſation with me. I imagined that mi- 
niſter- would be more afflicted than rejoiced at it: for I 
thought, as has been already obſerved, he had himſelf 
had a deſign upon Lucretia, and would be vexed to hear 
that his maſter was become his rival; but I was wrong 


7 
* 


in my opinion. Far from ſeeming mortified'at it, he 


Fa, 
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he let ſome words eſcape him, which did not fall to the 


you now ſafe; for once you will be ſick of buſineſs. 


fearing his Majeſty would apply himſelf to ſtate-affairs, 


ny noblemen at court would be glad to be employed in. 


Lemos, who deprives you of the beſt part of the honour 


look upon things in a moral light, and did not think | 
| 
| 
| 
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was ſo * that, not bein g able to contain himſelf, 
ground. Oh! by St. Francis, ſaid he, Philip, I have 


This apoſtrophe diſcovered to me all the Count-Dake's 
artful management; I ſaw thereby that this nobleman 


endeavoured to amuſe him by ſuch pleaſureg as a- 
greed beft with his humour. Santillane, ſaid he, af- 
terwards, loſe no time; make haſte, my boy, to exe- 
cute the important order you have received, which ma- 


Remember, added he, you have not here the Count de 


of the ſervice done; you ſhall have it entirely to yours 
and, what is more, all the profit. 155 

In this manner did his Excelleney gud the. Sith, 
which I ſwallowed very patiently, but not without be- 
ing ſenſible of its bitterneſs; for, fince I had been con- 
fined in the tower of Segovia, I had uſed myſelf to 


the employment of a Mercury in chief ſo honourable as 
he repreſented it to me. Nevertheleſs, though I was 
not vitious enough to diſcharge it without regret, Thad 
not virtue enough to refuſe to perform it. I obeyed , 
the King then ſo much the more willingly, becaufe I 
ſaw, at the ſame time, that my complying with the 
King' s orders would pleaſe the nen e 1 . 
all in my power to oblige. | | 

I thought it moſt proper to addreſs myſelf at rſt 10 
Laura, and to diſcourſe her in private: I informed her 
of my orders in modeſt terms, and at the end of my 
ſpeech pulled out the box of jewels... At the ſight of 
lo conſiderable a preſent, the gentle woman not being 
able to conceal her tranſport, gave it free ſcope. Sig 
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aide Gil Blas, cried ſhe, it is not before the beſt; and 
oldeſt of my friends, that I ought to lay any conſtraint 
upan myſelf: I ſhould be to blame to put on a falſe ſe. 
verity of morals, and play the hypocrite / with you. 
Yes, doubt it not, continued. ſhe, I am rejoiced that 
my daughter has made fo glorious a conqueſt; I am 
ſenſible of all the advantages thereof; but between you 
and me, I am afraid Lucretia will look upon this af. 
fair in another light than me: although bred an a&- 
reſs, ſhe is ſo virtuous, that ſhe has already rejected the 
vors of two young noblemen, both rich and agreeable, 
You will ſay, continued ſhe, that theſe two young Lords 
were not Kings; I agree with you, and in all proba- 
bility the love of a crowned head will ſhake Lucretia's 
virtue: however, I muſt tell you, that the thing is un- 
certain; and I declare to you I will not oblige my 
daughter to do any thing contrary to her inclination: 
wherefore, if, far from thinking herſelf honoured by 
the King's tranſitory paſſion, ſhe ſhould regard that ho- 
Nour as a diſgrace, let not that great prince be affron- 
ted if ſhe flies from it. Come again to-morrow, con- 
tinued ſhe, and I will let you know whether you muſt 
return him a favourable anſwer, or his preſent. 

I did not in the leaſt doubt, but Laura would rather 
adviſe Lucretia to ſwerve from her duty, than to perſe- 
vere therein, and I depended upon the ſucceſs of her 
perſuaſions: nevertheleſs I heard with ſurpriſe next 
day, that Laura had been as hard put to it to make her 
daughter do amifs, as other mothers have to incite 
theirs to be virtuous: and what is yet more aſtoniſh- 
' Ing, is, that Lucretia, after having had ſome private in- 
terviews with the King, was ſo much grieved at bave 


ing abandoned herſelf to his deſires, that ſhe ſuddenly 


forſook the world, and ſhut herſelf up in the monaſtery 


gf the Incarnation; where not long after ſhe fell ſiek, 
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d and died with chagrin. On the other hand, Laura be 
m ing quite inconſolable for the loſs of her daughter, and 
e- yet more for having been acceſſary to her death, zetired 
u. into the convent of Repenting Maidens, there to mourn 
at 
m 
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the pleaſures of her youthful days. The King was fen- 
ſibly concerned at Lueretia's ſudden retirement; but 
that young prince, not being of a fretful diſpoſition, by 
15 degrees ſoon obliterated her from his memory. As 
1 ſor the Count-Duke, though he did not ſeem touched 
he at this accident, he was WS e teh as e 1 15 | 
e. eaſily ae {6g Efeatly; ver at it. N 
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ny The Miniſter gives Santillane a a n 
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by HE young acreſs's misfortune alſo ſenfiblyafftlic= ' 
- ted me, and I felt ſo much remorſe for my having 

n- contributed to it, that regarding myſelf as a baſe wreteh, 


n- notwithſtanding the quality of the lover, whoſe paſſion 
uſt I bad aſſiſted, I reſolved for the future never to act as 
Mercury in chief to our Spaniſh Jupiter, I even told 


er the miniſter, I could no longer diſcharge that employ- 
ſe- ment without reluctance; and begged: him to employ 
er my talents any other way whatſoever. Santillane, ſaid 
xt he, I am pleaſed with thy ſcruples; and ſince thou art 
1er a lad of ſo much honour, I will find thee an office more 
ite agreeable to thy inclinations; it is this: liſten atten · 
ſh- tively to the ſecret which I am going to impart to thee. 
in- A few years before I was in favour, I accidentally 


xv ſaw a lady, who ſeemed to me ſo beautiful and well 
nir ſhaped, that I bad her followed. I learnt that ſne was 
ery a Genoeſe, called Donna Margarita Spinola, who lived 
ck, at Madrid, upon the revenue ſhe received by means of - 


— 
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her beauty. I was * informed that Don Feandiſey. 


de Valeaſar, a man in years, and married, but very 


wealthy, laviſned away conſiderable ſums upon this co- 


quet. This account, which ought to have made me 
hate her, excited in me, on the contrary, an eaget de · 


ſire of ſharing in her favours with Valeaſar. Being 


poſſeſſed with this fancy, I had recourſe, in order to ſa : 
tisfy it, to one of love's emiſſaries, who had the ad- 
dreſs, in a ſhort time, to procure me a private interview 
with the Genoeſe. This interview paved the way to 
ſeveral others, inſomuch that my rival and I were both 


equally well treated for our preſents; and probably, 


there was likewiſe ſome other gallant who was as fa» 
aA 22 — 4 C 22 
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iſco- my zeal forces me to it-- Tou will think it prudent, 
very. added he haſtily, when I have acquainted you with the 


co- reaſons that have induced me to take it. I will not 
me have my collateral relations for my heirs. Lou will 
de · tell me, I am not yet ſo old to deſpair of having cbil- 
eing dren by the Counteſs d'Oſivarea; but every one knows 
0 io: himſelf beſt. Let it ſuffice thee to know there are no 


ſecrets in chymiſtry, which-I have not in vain tried to 
become once more a father: wherefore, ſince fortune, 


| ſupplying the defects of nature, offers me a child, to 
both whom, at the bottom, T may, pethaps, real be Sather, 
ablyy I am determined to adopt him. 4 
8 fa» 


Perceiving that the miniſter was bent upon this a- 
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nior Gil Blas, cried ſhe, it is not before the beſt and 
oideſt of my friends, that I ought to lay any conſtraint 
upon myſelf: I ſhould be to blame to put on a falſe ſe- 
verity of morals, and play the hypocrite with: you. 
Yes, doubt it not, continued ſhe, I am rejoiced that 


my daughter has made fo glorious a conqueſt; I am | 


ſenſible of all the advantages thereof; but between you 


and me, I am afraid Lucretia will look upon this af- | 
fair in another light than me: although bred an act. 
.reſs, ſhe is ſo virtuous, that ſhe has already rejected the 


vows of two young noblemen, both rich and agreeable, 


You will ſay, continued ſhe, that theſe two young Lords 
were not Kings; I agree with you, and in all proba | 


bility the love of a crowned head will ſhake Lucretia's 


virtue: however, I muſt tell you, that the thing is un- | 
certain; and I declare to you I will not oblige my 


daughter to do any thing contrary to her inclination: 


wherefore, if, far from thinking herſelf honoured by | 
the King's tranſitory paſſion, ſhe ſhould regard that ho- 
nour as a diſgrace, let not that great prince be affron- 
Come again to-morrow, con- 
tinued ſhe, and I will let you know whether you muſt | 


ted if ſhe flies from it, 


return him a favourable anſwer, or his preſent. 


J did not in the leaſt doubt, but Laura would rather 
adviſe Lucretia to ſwerve from her duty, than to perſe- 
vere therein, and I depended upon the ſucceſs of her 
perſuaſions: nevertheleſs I heard with ſurpriſe next | 
day, that Laura had been as hard put to it to make ber | 
daughter do amifs, as other mothers have to incite | 
theirs to be virtuous: and what is yet more aſtoniſh= | 


ing, is, that Lucretia, after having had ſome private in- 


terviews with the King, was ſo much grieved at hav- 


ing abandoned herſelf to his deſires, that ſhe ſuddenly 
forſook the world, and ſhut herſelf up in the monaſtery 
of the Incarnation; where not long after ſhe fell ſick, 
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and died with chagrin. : On the other hand, Laura be- 
ing quite inconfolable for the loſs of her daughter, and 
yet more for having been acceſſary to her death, tetired 
into the convent of Repenting Maidens, there to mourn 


the pleaſures of her youthful days. The King was ſen⸗ 


ſibly concerned at Lucretia's ſudden retirement; but 
that young prince, not being of a fretful diſpoſition, by 
degrees ſoon obliterated her from his memory. As 
for the Count-Duke, though he did not ſeem touched 
at this accident, he was nevertaclels, as the W * 
eaſily imagine, greatly vexed at it. 


* eee eee 
A 
The Miniſter gives Santillane a new Employment. 


HE young actreſs's misfortune alſo ſenſibly afflic- 

ted me, and I felt ſo much remorſe for my having 

contributed to it, that regarding myſelf as a baſe wretch, 
notwithſtanding the quality of the lover, whoſe pation 
I had affiſted, I reſolved for the future never to act as 
Mercury in chief to our Spaniſh Jupiter, I even told 
the miniſter, I could no longer diſcharge that employ- 
ment without reluctance; and begged him to employ 
my talents any other way whatſoever. Santillane, ſaid 
he, I am pleaſed with thy ſcruples; and fince thou art 
a lad of ſo much honour, I will find thee an office more 
agreeable to thy inclinations; it is this: liſten atten» 
tively to the ſecret which I am going to impart to thee. 
A few years before I was in favour, I accidentally 
ſaw a lady, who ſeemed to me ſo beautiful and well 
ſhaped, that I bad her followed. TI learnt that ſhe was 
a Genoeſe, called Donna Margarita Spinola, who lived 
at Madrid, upon the revenue ſhe received by means of 
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her beauty. I was alſo informed that Don. Franviſco- 
de Valeaſar, a man in years, and married, but very 
wealthy, laviſhed away conſiderable ſums upon this co- 
quet. This account, which ought to have made me 
hate her, excited in me, on the contrary, an eager de- 
ſire of ſharing in her favours with Valeaſar. Being 
poſſeſſed with this fancy, I had recourſe, in order to ſa- 
tisfy it, to one of love's emiſſaries, who had the ad- 
dreſs, in a ſhort time, to procure me a private interview 
with the Genoeſe. This interview paved the way to 
ſeveral others, inſemuch that my rival and I were both 
equally well treated for our preſents; and probably, 
there was likewiſe ſome other gallant who was as fa» 
vourably received as either of us. 
Be that as it will, Margarita, by receiving ſuch a 
jumble of offerings upon love's altar, became inſenſibly 
a mother; and brought into the world a ſon, the ho- 
nour of which ſhe would have given to each of her lo- 
vers in particular: but none of them being able in con- 
ſcience to boaſt of being father to this child, they would 
not acknowledge him; inſomuch that the Genoeſe was 
obliged to bring him up, with the profits of her amours; 


which ſhe did for eighteen years, at the end of which 


ſhe died, leaving her ſon pennyleſs, and, which 15 
worſe, without education. 

This, purſued the miniſter, is the ſecret J had to in- 
truſt with thee; and now J am going to let thee know 
the great deſign I have formed: I will draw this un- 
fortunate young man out of obſcurity, and making him 
take a leap from one extreme to the other, will raiſe 
him to honour, and own him for my ſon. 

I could not hold my tongue when I heard ſuch an 
extravagant propoſal. How, my Lord, cried I, is it 
poſſible that your Excellency can have formed-ſuch a 
ſtrange reſolution? Forgiye me for uſing that expreſſion; 
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added he haſtily, when I have acquainted you with the 
reaſons that have induced me to take it. I will not 


tell me, I am not yet ſo old to deſpair of having chil- 
dren by the Counteſs d' Olivarez; but every one knows 
himſelf beſt, Let it ſuffice thee to know PEEL no 
ſecrets in chymiſtry, which I have not in vain tried to 
become once more a father: wherefore, ſince fortune, 
ſupplying the defects of nature, offers me a child, to 
whom, at the bottom, I may, perhaps, really be father, 
I am determined to adopt him. 

Perceiving that the miniſter was bent upon this a- 
doption, I ceaſed to oppoſe it; knowing him to be a 
man capable of committing any folly, rather than. quit 
a reſolution he had once formed. All that now re- 
mains, continued he, is, to give ſome education to Don 
Henry Philip de Guzman (for by that name I intend 
to call him) till he is fit to enjoy the dignities that wait 
him. I have made choice of you, my dear Santillane, 
to have an eye upon his education; I truſt in your good 
ſenſe and zeal for my ſervice, for the care of forming 
his houſehold, providing him maſters of every kind, and 
in a word, for making him an accompliſhed cavalier. 
I would have excuſed myſelf from taking this taſk in 
hand, by repreſenting to the Count-Duke, that it was 
not at all agreeable to me to breed up young noble- 
men, having never followed that buſineſs, which re- 
quired more underſtanding and merit than I was poti- 
lefſed of: but he interrupted me, and prevented me 
from ſaying any more, by telling me, that he was ab- 
lolutely reſolved upon my being governour to his a- 
dopted ſon, whom he intended to place in the moſt 
exalted ſtation. I prepared myſelf then to take this 
dice in hand, in commintmce to his Excellency, who, 
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in return for my complying with his deſires, augmen- 
ted my ſmall eſtate with a penſion of a thouſand crowns 
a- year, which he obtained for me, or rather gave me, 
. 5621 Wes commandery of Mamdra. 


EXE XE xxx x 


CH AP. N. | 
The Son of the Genoeſe is acknowledged by an authentic 


Act, and called Don Henry Philip de Guzman; San- 
tillane forms this young Nobleman's Houſehold, and 


provides him Maſters of every Kind. 


ONNA Margarita Spinola's ſon was immediate- | 

ly acknowledged by the Count-Duke as his; | 
and the act of acknowledgmentwas made with the con- 
ſent and approbation of his Majeſty. Don Henry Phi. 
lip de Guzman (ſo this fon of many fathers was called) f 
was declared therein ſole heir to the county of Oliva- 
Beſides this, the 
miniſter, that nobody might be ignorant thereof, noti- 8 
ſied this declaration to all the foreign ambaſſadors, and 
grandees of Spain; who were greatly ſurpriſed at it. , 
The laughers of Madrid found therein ſufficient mat- 
ter to entertain themſelves for a . conſiderable time; ; 
neither did the ſatiriſts let ſlip ſo excellent an opportu- , 


rez, and the Dutchy of San-Lucar. 


nity of giving free ſcope to the gall of their pens. 


I defired the Count-Duke to inform me where the 
pupil was, whom he deſigned to intruſt to my care. ; 
He is in this city, replied he; under the direction of | 
an aunt, from whom I will take him as ſoon as you 
have prepared a houſe for his reception; which was pre- 
I rented a large houſe, which I took care IF x: 


ſently done. 
to ſee grandly furniſhed; I then hired pages, a porter, 


and footmen; and by the aſſiſtance of Caporis filled up 
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the places of all the officers. When I had aſfembled 
all my family, I went and informed his Excellency. 
thereof; who immediately ſent for this doubtful and 
new branch of the family of the Guzmans. I found 
him a tall well-made youth. Don Henry, ſaid my 
Lord to him, pointing at the ſame time to me with his 
finger, I have made choice of this cavalierto-direct you in 
the knowledge of the world; I have an entire confi- 
dence in him, and intruſt you wholly to his care. Yes, 
Santillane, continued he, addreſſing himſelf to me, I 
give you an abfolute authority over him, and doubt not 
but you will give me a good account of him. To this 
diſcourſe the miniſter added an exhortation to the 
young man to doall in his power to pleaſe me; after 
which I took Don Henry with me to his houſe. 
When we arrived there, I made all his domeſtics 
pais in review before him, informing him at the ſame 
time, what employment each of them had in the houſe. 
He did not appear in the leaſt ſurpriſed at the change 
of his condition; but giving way readily to the reſpect 
and ſubmiſhve deference they paid him, he ſeemed al- 
ways to have been. what he now became only aceiden- 
tally. He did not want wit, but was ſo groſsly igno- 
rant, that he hardly knew how to read and write, 1 
provided him therefore a tutor to teach him the ele- 
ments of the Latin tongue, and agreed with a maſter 
of geography, a maſter of hiſtory, and a fencing-maſ- 
ter. Ir may eaſily be imagined, that I took care not 
to forget a dancing-maſler: I was only perplexed which 
to chuſe; for there were then ſeveral lamous ones at 
Madrid, arid I did not know which I ought to preſer. 
Whilſt I was in this dubious condition, I ſaw a man, 
richly dreſſed, enter the court-yard of our hotel, and 
was informed that he wanted to Peak with me: I went 


immediately out to meet him, imagining he was at leaſt 
Vor. IV. | 
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a knight of St. Jago, or Alcantara, and enquired, what 
I could do to ſerve him. Signior de Santillane, 
ſaid he, after having made me ſeveral bows, which 
ſmelled ſtrong of his profeſſion, as I have heard that it 
is your honour who chuſes Don Henry's mafters, I am 
come to offer you my ſervice. My name is Martin 
Ligero, and, thank heaven, I have ſome reputation: It 
is not cuſtomary with me to go and beg ſcholars, that, 
belongs only to petty dancing maſters; I commonly 
wait till I am ſent for: but as I teach the Duke of Me- 
dina Sidonia, Don Lewis de Haro, and ſome other 
noblemen of the houſe of Guzman, to which I was in 
ſome meaſure born a ſervant, I thought it my duty to 
anticipate you. I ſee, by this diſcourſe, replied I, that 
you are the man we want. What do you aſk a month? 
Four double piſtoles, reſumed he, that is the current 
price, and I attend but twice a-week. Four dubloons 
a month! cried 1, that is an extravagant price. How! 
an extravagant price! reſumed he, with an air of ſur. 


priſe; even a waſter of philoſophy receives one piſtole 


a-month. 

I could not refrain "BI (nile at ſuch a comical 
anſwer; wherefore I aſked Signior Ligero, whether he 
thought a man of his profeſſion preferable fo a maſter 
of philoſophy? Undoubtedly, ſaid he, we are of more 
uſe than thoſe gentlemen, What aukward creatures 


are mankind beſore they paſs through our hands! Bo- 
dies all of a piece; perfect unlicked bears: but our 


inſtructions poliſh them by degrees, and make them in- 
ſenſibly aſſume ſome form; in ſhort, we teach them to 
move gracefully; we give them proper attitudes, vin 
an alf of nobleneſs and gravity. 

1 ſubmitted to the weighty reaſons of the dancing: 
waklter, and agreed with him to teach Don Henry, at 
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the rate of four doubloons a month, ſince that was the 
price ſettled by the moſt famous maſters of that art. 


F 


CHAP. VI, 


— 


Scipio returns to Madrid; Gil Blas places him with Den 
Henry. That young Nobleman's Studies: the Honours 
that were ſbewn him; and to what- Lady the Count 


Duke married him. How Gil Blas, contrary to his In- 
clination, was made a Gentleman. | 


ON - Henry's houſhold was 3 half ſettled; 
when Scipio returned from Mexico. I aſked 


him if his voyage had anſwered his expectation. Indeed 
it has, replied he, fince beſides three thouſand dugats 


in ready money, I have brought to the value of twice as 


much in merchandiſe that ſells well here. I am rejoi- 
ced to hear it, my boy, ſaid I, there is your fortune 


begun already; it ſhall be your own fault, if you do 


not complete it by returning to the Indies next year: 
or if you prefer, to the trouble of going ſo far to en- 
rich yourſelf, an agreeable poſt at Madrid, you need 
only ipeak, I have one at your ſervice. Ohl by St. 
Jago, cried Coſcolina's ſon, there is no room for he- 
tation, I had much rather accept of a good employ- 
ment near your Worſhip, than expoſe myſelt a ſecond 
time to the dangers of a long voyage: explain pourſeif, 
Sir, what place do you intend to beſtow upon youn 
humble ſervant? | 1 
To let him better into the nature of it, 1 3 
bim of the ſtory of the young nobleman, whom the 
Count Duke had juſt introduced into the family of the 
Guzmans. After having given him this curious ac- 


count, and told him that the miniſter had appointed me 
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governor to Don Henry, I told him I would make him 
valet de chambre to this adopted fon. Scipio, who de- 
fired no better, accepted willingly of this poſt, and be- 
haved himſelf ſo well in it, that in a day or two he 
gained the confidence and eſteem of Don Henry. - 

It was my opinion, that the maſters whom I had 
choſen to teach the ſon of the Genoeſe, would ſpend 


their time about him to no purpoſe; thinking him of 


an age that would not be very tractable; nevertheleſs 
he exceeded my expectation. He comprehended, and 


retained eaſily, every thing they taught him; fo that 
I went | 
with ſome eagerneſs to acquaint the Count-Duke with | 


his maſters were very well pleaſed with him, 


this news, which he received with a glad heart. San - 


tillane, cried he with tranſport, you delight me, in tel- | 
ling me that Don Henry has a good memory, and a | 
quick wit ; I diſcover my blood in him; and what ful- | 
ly convinces me that be is my ſon, is, that I love him 
as tenderly, as if I had had him by Madam d'Olivarez: 
you fee thereby, my boy, that nature declares herſelf. } 
I took care not to give my opinion upon that head, but 
reſpecting his weakneſs, ſuffered him to enjoy the plea - 
ſure, whether true or falſe, of believing himſelf father } 


to Don Henry. 


Although all the Guzmans mortally hated this new- 
made young nobleman, they diſſembled it out of policy; a 
ſome of them even affected to court his friendſhip: the 
ambaſſadors likewiſe and grandees who were at Madrid, | 
came to his houſe, and paid him all the reſpect they 
could have done, had he been the Count-Duke's lawful 
Jon. That miniſter, delighted to ſee his idol taken 
notice of, did not long defer ſetting him off with ho; 
nours. He began by begging of the King the croſs of 


Alcantara for Don Henry, with a commandery of ten 
thouſand crowns a ycar, Not long after, he got him 
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made gentleman of the chamber; which done, having 
formed a defign to marry him, and reſolving to give 
him a lady of the nobleſt family in Spain, he pitched 
upon Donna Juanna de Velaſco, daughter to the duke 


of Caſtile; and he had authority enough to oblige her 


to have him, in ſpite of the duke and her relations. 
A little while before the wedding, my Lord having 


ſent for me, gave me ſome papers, ſaying: Here, Gil 
Blas, here is a patent which I have made paſs the ſeals 


for you, whereby you are rendered a gentleman, My 
Lord, anſwered I, amazed at theſe words, your excel- 


lency knows that I am meanly deſcended; it would: be 


profaning the rank of a gentleman, in my opinion, to 
receive me into it; and it is, of all the favours his ma- 
jeſty can confer upon me, that which I leaſt defire, or 
deſerve. Your birth, anſwered the Count-Duke, is an 
obſtacle eaſy to be removed ; you have been employed 
in ſtate-affairs, both under my adminiftration, and the 
Duke of Lerma's; beſides, added he with a ſmile, have 
not you done the King himſelf ſome ſervices that de- 
terve to be rewarded? In a word, Santillane, you are 
not unworthy of the honour J intend to do you; more- 
over, the poſt you are in with my ſon requires your 


being a gentleman; it was for that reaſon I had you 


ennobled by a patent. I ſubmit, my Lord, replied I, 
lince it pleaſes your Excellency to inſiſt upon it. Ha- 
ving. thus ſaid, I enen with my patent, which I put 
in my pocket. 

It ſeems I am a gentleman now then, ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, when I got into the ſtreet; I am ennobled without 
being obliged to my parents for it; I may now aſſume 
the title of Don Gil Blas as ſoon as I chuſe; and if a- 
ny of my acquaintance ſhould think proper to laugh at 
me for it, I may ſhew them my patent; but I muſt read 
it, purſued I, and ſee how my plebeian ruſt is ſcoured. 
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off therein. I peruſed my patent then; the ſubſtanee 
whereof was: That the King, in return for the zeal I 
had frequently manifeſted for his ſervice, and the wel- 
fare of the ſtate, bad thought proper to ennoble me. I 
dare venture to ſay, to my praiſe, that this patent did 
not make me proud: having always before my eyes the 


meanneſs of my extraction, this honour humbled me, 


inſtead of rendering me vain; I therefore reſolved to 
Ick up my patent in a diawer, determining not to let 
any one know that I had it. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Gil Blas and Fabricio again accidentally meet; the Con- 
verfation they had together; and what important 
News Nunez tells Santillane. 


* bas been already obſerved, that the poet of the Af- 
turias did not give himfelf much trouble to gain 


my friendſhip; and as for my part, my bufineſs would 
T had never been 
with him ſince the day of the diſpute about the Iphi- 
genia of Euripides, when I accidentally met him once | 


not permit me to go and ſee him. 


more near the Sun-gate, He came out of a printing- 


Houſe, wherefore I thus accoſted him; 80, fo, DIRE ; 
- Nunez, you are come, I ſee, from a printer's; this | 
ſeems to threaten the public with ſome new offspring 


of your brain. 


That is really the cafe, auſwered he; I have at this 


time in the preſs a pamphlet, which will make no ſmall 
figure in the republic of letters. I do not queſtion the 
merit of your production, replied I, but J am ſurprifed 
that yon ſhould amuſe yourſelf in writing pamphlets: 

methinks they are trifles which do but little 1 to 


/ 


or Cnc vu: 


the author. I know that very well, reſumed Fabricio, 
and am not ignorant, that none but your univerſal rea- 
ders will amuſe themſelves in peruſing pamphlets: 
nevertheleſs, this one has eſcaped my pen, and I inge- 
nuoufly confeſs to you that it is the child of neceſſity. 
Hunger, you: knows: cauſes the wolf to forſake the 
wood. 

What! cried 1, is this really the vitiable caſe of the 
author of the Count de Saldagne? Can a man, who has 
two thouſand. crowns. a-year, be in want? Not ſo faſt, 
friend, cried Nunez, interrupting me, I am no longer 
that fortunate poet who enjoyed a good penſion regular- 
ly paid. The affairs of the treaſurer Don Bertrand have 
ſuddenly gone to wreck; he has fingered and waſted 
the King's money; for which all his effects are ſeized, 
and my penſion is gone with the reſt. That is very 
unlucky, ſaid I; but have you no hopes of any thing 
from that quarter? Not the leaſt, anſwered he; Signior 
Gomez de Ribero, as poor as the wit his humble ſer- 
vant, is entirely ruined, and will never (as they ſay) be 
able to ſhew face again. 

If it be fo, replied I, my friend, I muſt procure you 
ſome poſt, which may ſerve you inſtead of your penſi- 
on. I will excuſe you from that trouble, ſaid he; were 
you to offer me an employment, under the miniſter, of 
three thouſand crowns a- year, I would not accept of it: 
the buſineſs of a clerk does not agree with the genius 
of a nurſeling of the muſes; I muſt have learned amuſe- 
ments. In ſhort, I cannot avoid telling you, that I 
was born to live and die a poet, and am determined 
do fulfil my deſtiny. N 
5 Moreover, continued he, do not imagine that we are 
very miſerable; beſides our living perfectly independent, 
we are boon companions without care: people imagine 
that we frequently dine with Democritus and the 
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reſt of the philoſophers, but they are groſsly miſtake 
in that point: there is not one of my brethren, not 
even the makers of almanacks, who have not a good 
. Houſe to which they are welcome: as for my own part; 
1 have two, where I am always graciouſly received. 

one aj a wealthy farmer of the revenues, to whom | I 
have dedicated a romance; and the other at a rich ci- 
tizen's, who has the frenzy to deſire always to have 
wits at his table: it happens luckily, that he is eaſily 
| pleaſed, and Madrid ſupplies him with as m_ as he 
chuſes. 

I am no longer ſorry for you AY ſaid I to the po- 
et of the Aſturias, ſince you are ſatisfied with your con- 
dition: however that be, I aſſure you again, that you 
mall always have, in Gil Blas, a friend, who is proof 
even againſt your neglect of him: if you ſhouldthere- 
fore run ſhort of caſh, come freely to me, and let not 
a miſtaken ſhame deprive you of certain relief, and me 
of the pleaſure of doing you a piece of ſervice. 

This generous offer, cried Nunez, teſtifies to me that 


you are ſtill Santillane; and I give you a thouſand 


thanks for being ſo favourably diſpoſed towards me : in 
return, I muſt give you ſome wholeſome advice: whilſt 
the Count-Duke is yet all-powerful, and you are in poſ- 
ſeſſion of his good graces, make haſte to enrich yours 
felf ; for that miniſter, as I have been informed, begins 
to totter. I aſked Fabricio, if he had this from good 
hands. To which he anſwered: an old knight of Ca- 
latrava told it me, who has the peculiar talent of diſco- 


vering the greateft ſecrets: he is a man whom the peo · 


ple regard as an oracle, and this is what I heard him 
declare only yeſterday. The Count-Duke, cried he, 
has many enemies, who all join their intereſt to pull 
him dcwn; he relies too much upon the aſcendant he 
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Has wivedio over the King's mind; that ua it is 
whiſpered) begins to liſten to ſome complaints that 
have reached his ears. I thanked Nunez for his intel - 
ligenee, but paid little regard to it, and returned home 
ſally perſuaded that it was impoſſible to ſhake my mal-- 
ter's authority; looking upon him as one of thoſe old: 
oaks, that have taken firm root in a foreſt, and which: 
the greatelt ſtorms can⁰οt move. 
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Gul Blas finds that Fabricis's News is but tes true: the 
King's. Journey to. Saragoſſa. 


Soon found that what Nunez had told me was not 

without foundation: there was at the palace a ſe- 
cret combination againſt.the Count-Duke, of which the 
Queen was ſaid to be the head; and yet there was not 
the leaſt whiſper. of any meaſures taken by the cabal to 
remove the miniſter: nay,, more than a year elapſed, 
without my perceiving that his favour. was in the leaſt: 
upon the decline. | 

But the revolt of the Catalans, ſupported: by France, 
and the bad ſucceſs of the war againſt thoſe rebels, made- 
the people murmur,.who complained highly of the go- 
vernment. Theſe complaints occaſioned the holding a 
council in the King's preſence, at which his Majeſty 
deſired the Marquis de Grana, the imperial ambaſſador: 
at the court of Spain, to aſſiſt. It was there debated, 
whether it was proper for the King.to remain in Caſ-- 
tile, or to go to Arragon, and: appear at the head Of: 
his troops. 

The Count-Duke, who did not want that prince to. 
ſet out. for his army, ſpoke firſt; he repreſented. that it. 
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was more agreeable to the Royal dignity, that his Ma- 


jeſty ſhould not ſtir fram the centre of his dominions, 
and backed his opinion with all the reaſons wherewith 
his eloquence could inſpire him. As ſoon as he had 
done ſpeaking, his advice was ſeconded by all the coun» 


ci] in general, except the Marquis de Grana; who re- 


garding only his zeal for the houſe of Auſtria, and giv- 
ing way to the ſincerity of his nation, oppoſed the ſen- 
timents of the firſt miniſter; and maintained the con- 
trary opinion ſo boldly, that the King, ſtruck with the 
ſolidity of his arguments, embraced his opinion, though 
contrary to all the voices in the council, and fixed up- 
on the day for his departure for the army. 

This was the firſt time in his whole liſe that this 
monarch bad dared to diſſent from the opinion of his 
favourite; who regarding that novelty as a great at- 
front, was not a little mortified thereat. Jufl as the 
miniſter was going to retire to his cloſet, there freely 
to vent his chagrin, he perceived me, called me, and 
making me go into the cloſet with him, informed me, 
with the air of one greatly diſturbed, of what had pat- 
fed at the council; then, like a man that could not 
recover himſelf from. his aſtoniſhment; Yes, Santillane, 
purſucd he, his Majeſty, who, for upwards of twen- 
ty years, has only ſpoken by my mouth, and ſeen with 


my eyes, has preferred Grana's advice to mine: and in 


what manner too? why, in loading that ambaſſador 
with praiſes, and extolling his zeal for the houſe of 
"Auſtria; as if the German cculd be more zealous for 
that bouſe than myſelf. 6 | 

It is therefore eaſy to perceive, added the in er 
that there is a party ſo1med againſt me, and that the 
Queen is at the head of it. Well, my Lord; ſaid I; and 
if it ſhould be ſo, why ſhould that make you uneaſy! 


has not the Queen, fo: above theſe twelve years, been 
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uſed to ſee you manage all affairs? and have not you 
accuſtomed the King not to alk her advice? As for the 
Marquis de Grana, his Majeſty may perhaps have em- 
braced his opinion through a deſire of ſeeing his army, 
and making a campaign. That is not the caſe, cried 
the Count- Duke, interrupting me; ſay rather, my e- 
nemies hope, that when the King is with his troops, 
be will be always ſurrounded with the grandees who 
will follow him; and that more than one of them will 
be ſufficiently diſſatisſied to venture to inveigh againſt 
my adminiſtration. But they are deceived, continued 
hez I ſhall know very well, during the journey, how 
to render his Majeſty inacceſſible to all the grandees; ; i | 
which, in effect, he did, after the following manner, | | 
that ought not to be forgotten. | | 
The day of the King's departure being come, that | 
monarch, after intruſting the Queen with the care of: | | 
the government in his abſence, departed for' Sara» .. 
goſſa: but before he arrived there, he paſſed by Aran» 
juez, which place pleaſed him ſo much, that he ſtaid 
there near three weeks. From Aranjuez the. miniſter i 
made him go to Cuenca, where he amuſed him yet | 
longer, by the diverſions wherewich he entertained him. | | 
After this his Majeſty alſo amuſed himſelf ſome. time 4 
with hunting at Molina d' Arragon; which done, he 18 
was ſuffered to go on to Saragoſſa. His army was at 1 
no great diſtance from that place, and he was prepar- 
ing to view it; but the Count-Duke found the neans i} 
to change his mind, by making him imagine, he would 1 
be in danger of being ſurpriſed by the French, who Nx 
were in poſſeſſion of the plain of Mongon: infomuch 1 
that the King, afraid of a danger that was not in the | 
leaſt to be apprehended, reſolved to remain immured in 
his palace, as in a priſon. In the mean time, the mi- 
niſter, taking advantage of bis ear, and on pretence of 
a I 6 
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being watchful for his ſafety, kept him, in a manner, 
always under his eye: inſomuch that the grandees, who 


bad put themſelves to a vaſt expence, that they might 


be in a condition to attend their King, had not even 
the ſatisfaction of obtaining a private audience of him. 
At laſt, Philip, tired with his ſorry lodging at Saragoſ- 
fa, and with paſſing. his.time there yet worſe, or, if you 


pleaſe, of being a priſoner, ſoon after ſet out for Ma. 


drid. In this manner did that monarch finiſh his cam- 
| paign, leaving the Marquis de los Velez, general of his 
"_—_—_ to maintain the honour of the Spaniſh monar- 


CHAT, IX. 


Count- Duke. 
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to free themſelves from a power they hated. 


What is very remarkable, is, that at the very time 


when the court and the city were moſt afraid at this 


1 news, the Count-Duke would have jeſted upon it with 


the King, at the expence of the Duke of Braganza: but 


Ae d PERSIA eee. 


of the Revolution of Portugal, and the Diſgrace Y the | 


OT long after the King's return, the people of | 
Madrid were alarmed with very difagreeable | 
news. It was reported that the Portugueſe, regarding 
the revolt of the Catalans as a favourable opportunity | 
of ſhaking off the Spaniſh yoke, had taken up arms, | 
and appointed the Duke of Braganza their King: that 
they were fully determined to maintain him upon the | 
throne, and were confident of -ſucceſs; Spain being 

then environed with enemies on all ſides, in Germany, 
in Italy, in Flanders, and Catalonia. In effect, they | 
could not have pitched upon a more critical juncture, 
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Philip; far from ſeeming pleaſed with his raillery, aſs 
ſumed a grave air, which greatly chagrined him, and 


gave him a foreſight of his diſgrace. The miniſter no 
longer doubted of it, when he was informed that the 
Queen had declared openly againſt him, and accuſed 


him boldly of having been the occaſion of the revolt of 
the Portugueſe by his maleadminiſtration. The gene- 
rality of the grandees, and eſpecially thoſe who had 
been at Saragoſſa, no ſooner perceived a ftorm was ga- 
thering over the Count-Duke's head, than they joined 
the Queen: and what entirely finiſhed his diſgrace, 
was, that the Ducheſs dowager of Mantua, formerly 


Vice-queen of Portugal, returned from Liſbon to Ma- 
drid, and demonſtrated to the King, that the revolution 


of that kingdom was wholly owing to the . of the 


firſt miniſter. 


The diſcourſe of this princeſs made all the impreſ- 


ſion that was poſſible upon that monarch's mind; inſo- 
much that recovering entirely from his prepoſſeſſion in 
favour of the Count-Duke, he immediately caſt off all 


the affection he once entertained for him. When that 


miniſter heard that his Majeſty gave ear to his enemies, 
he wrote to him, to beg leave to reſign his employment, 
and remove from court; ſince people were ſo unjuſt as 
to impute to him all the calamities that had befallen 
the kingdom, in the courfe of his miniſtry. He ima- 
gined this would produce a good effect, and that his 


Majeſty (till had ſo much regard for him, as not to con- 
ſent to his retiring: but all the anſwer the King re- 


turned was, That he gave him free TTY to go where 
he chuſed. 

This ſhort reply, of Philip's own writing, was like 
a thunder-clap to his Excellency, who did not in the 
leaſt expect it. Nevertheleſs, though it greatly con- 


ſounded him, he affected an air of conſtancy, and aſked. 
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me what T would do in his place. I ſhould not long 
heſitate, ſaid I; for I would forſake the court, and re- 
tire to one of my eſtates, there quietly: to paſs the re- 
mainder of my life. Your advice is. good, anſwered 


my maſter; accordingly I intend to finiſh-my courſe at 


Loeches, after having had one audience of his Majeſ- 
ty. I ſhould be glad to ſhew him, I. bave done all that 
human prudence could ſuggeſt, to ſupport well the hea- 


vy burden that lay upon me; and that it was not in my 


power to prevent the melancholy . accidents for which 


I am blamed; being no more guilty of any fault there- .. 
in, than an able pilot, who, notwithſtanding all his 
{kill, ſees his veſiel borne away by the winds and waves. 
The miniſter ſtill: flattered himſelf, that, by ſpeaking to“ 


his Majeſty, be might again adjuſt matters and recover 
his loſt ground: but he could not get audience; and, 


what was more, the key was demanded, by which he - 


uſed to enter waen he pleaſed into the Bug: 8 ann 
ment. 


he determined in good earneſt to retire. To this end, 
he looked over his papers, great part of which. he pru- 


dently burnt; he then named what officers of his. 


houſehold and footmen he would have with. him, and 
fixed upon the next morning for his departure. As be 


was apprehenſive of being inſulted by the populace in 


going gut of the palace, he ſtole out very early in the 
morning 
with bis enen and me, and took, without mecting 
with any affront, the road to Loeches, a village belong- 
ing to him, and where the Counteſs his lady had built 


a grand convent of Dominican nuns: we arrived at this 


place in leſs than four hours, and his retinue were not 
long behind us. 7 


Judging, then, there was no farther hopes for 8 . 


„by the kitchen door; got into a mean coach ; 


> 
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The Count-Duke i af rſt very uneaſy,. but a AS. 
——_— ſucceeds. How that 2 employed 
himſelf i in his Retreat. e 


HE Counteſs d'Olivarez did. not quit thes court 
Ji for ſome days, deſigning to try,. whether, by her 
prayers and tears, ſhe could not get him recalled. 'But 
to no purpoſe did ſhe proſtrate herſelf before their Ma- 
jeſties; the King paid no attention to her remonſtran- 
ces, though artfully drawn up; and the Queen, who 
was her-greateſt enemy, Jaw her weep with pleaſure. 
The Counteſs, however, was not difheartened, but 
humbled herſelf ſo far, as to beg the aſſiſtance of the 
Queen” s ladies of the bedchamber; but all ſhe got bx 
ber cringing, was to ſee ſhe excited their ſcorn rather 
than compaſſion. Chagrined at having in vain taken 
ſo many mortifying ſteps, ſhe came to rejoin her huſ- 
band, and lament with him tbe loſs of a place, which, 
under ſuch a.reign as that of Philip IV. was n 
the firſt in the kingdom. 
Tbe account that lady gave of the Nate: at Madrid at 
her leaving it, rendered the Count · Duke more afflicted 
than before: Your enemies, ſaid ſhe, weeping, the 
Duke de Medina Cceli, and other grandees' who 
hate you, are continually extolling the King for 


baving removed you from the miniſtry; and the people 


celebrate your diſgrace with an inſolent joy, as if the 
| end of your adminiſtration would put a period to all 
the calamities of the ſtate, Madam, replied my maſ- 

ter, follow my example; ſmother your vexation; we 
muſt yield to che ſtorm we cannot prevent. I own, I 


* 
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imagined that I could maintain myſelf in favour till my 


THE ADVENTURES 


death: an illufion common to firſt miniſters and favou- 
rites; who forget their fortune depends upon their ſo- 


vereign's pleaſure. 


Was not the Duke of Lerma miſ. 


taken therein as well as me? although he imagined the 
purple wherewith he was inveſted was a ſure pledge of 
the eternal duration of bis authority? | 

Thus did the Count Duke exhort his lady to pa- 
tience; whilſt he was himſelf in an agitation, that was 


daily renewed, by the diſpatches he received from Pon 


Henry; who had continued at court to obſerve what 


paſſed there, and took care to give him exact intelli- 


gence. It was Scipio who brought this young noble- | 


man's letters; for he was ſtill with him, though I quit- 


ted him upon his marriage with Donna Juanna. The 
diſpatches of this adopted ſon were always full of ill. 


news, and unfortunately they expected nothing elſe 


from him. 


not ſatisfied with rejoicing publickly at the Count- 


Duke's removal, joined their whole- intereſt to get all 


his creatures baniſhed from the court, and that their 
poſts and employments were filled up by his enemies. 
At other times he informed us, that Don Lewis de Ha- 


ro began to come into favour, and that, according to 
all appearances, he was in a fair way of becoming firſt 
miniſter. 
heard, what ſeemed to ſting him moſt, was the change 
that was made in the viceroyalty of Naples; which the 
court, only to mortify him, took from the Duke de 
Medina de las Torres, for whom he had a great regard, | 
to give it to the Admiral of Caſtile, whom he. had al- 
ways hated. 

For three months, it may be truly ſaid, my Lord 
was overwhelmed with trouble and chagrin, in his ſoli- 
tude; but his confeſſor, a Dominican friar, who, with 


But of all the afflicting news my maſter 


Sometimes he wrote, that the grandees, 
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a ſolid piety, was maſter of a manly eloquence, at laſt 
found the way to comfort him. By often repreſenting 
to him emphatically, that he ought only to think of his. 
ſalvation, he had, with the help of grace, the happineſs 
to wean his mind from the court. His Excellency . 
would no longer hear any news from Madrid; neither 

had he any other care, than how to diſpoſe himſelf for 
dying well. The Counteſs d' Olivarez likewiſe niak- 
ing a good uſe of her retired life, found, in the con- 
vent ſhe had built, a conſolation: prepared for her by 
Providence: there were among the nuns ſome holy virs 
gins, whoſe diſcourſe, full of grace, converted infenſi- 
bly into pleaſure the bitterneſs of her days. In pro- 
portion as my maſter laid aſide all thoughts of worldly 
affairs, he became more compoſed: and he ſpent his. 
time in this manner. He paſſed the greateſt part of the 
morning in hearing maſſes in the Dominican church x 
then he dined; after which he diverted himſelf for two 
hours, in playing with me and ſome of his moſt fa+ 
vourite ſervants, at different kinds of games: then he 
generally retired alone into his cloſet, where he Raid 
I till ſun-ſet; which done, he took a turn or two in bis 
; garden, or elſe would go out in his coach, and view the 
country round about his ſeat, attended ſometimes by 


I his conteffor, and ſometimes by me. 


One day when I was alone with him, and amis 
the tranquillity that reigned in his countenance, I frees» 
1 !y faid to him: My Lord, allow me to expreſs my joy; 
by an air of ſatisfaction that appears in your looks, I 
imagine your Excellency begins to be fond of ſolitude. 
I am already quite inured to it, replied he; and not- 
withſtanding my being ſo long accuſtomed to buſineſs, - 
I ingenuouſly own to you, my boy, that I every day de- 
light more and more in the tranquil life I lead here. 


3 
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The Count: Duke fuddenty becomes melancholy and ele 


_ ful; the ſurpriſing Cauſe of it; and the Joie Con ſe- 
;  QUeNCces thereef. . ER 5 
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H E garden alſo afforded an agreeable entertain 
ment to the Count-Duke. One day when 1 was 
looking on him whilſt he was working therein, he jocoſe- 


ly ſaid to me: You ſee, Santillane, a miniſter baniſhed | 


from court, become a gardiner at Loeches. My Lord, 


replied I, in the ſame tone, I imagine I ſee Dionyſius of 


Syracuſe turned ſchool-maſter at Corinth. My maſter 
ſmiled at my anſwer, and 17 the mn of the 
compariſon. N gd 

We were all very mch bes chigt in the family, to ſee 
our maſter, ſuperior to his diſgrace, take pleaſure in a 


life ſo different from that he had always led; when we | 
perceived, with ſorrow, that he viſibly altered. He F 
grew gloomy and thoughtful, and fell into a profound 
melancholy: he ceaſed playing with us, and no longer 
regarded any thing we could invent to amuſe bim: he 
would lock himſelf up after dinner in his cloſet, where 


he would remain all alone till night. We imagined 
his ſadneſs was cauſed by the remembrance of his paſt 


greatneſs, and in this opinion we ſet the Dominican fri- 
ar upon him, whoſe eloquence, nevertheleſs, could not 
overcome my maſter's melancholy, which, inſtead of a- 


bating, ſeemed hourly: to grow upon him. 


At laſtz I began to imagine, that the miniſter's trou- ; 
ble might proceed from ſome particular cauſe, which he | 


would not difcover; this made me form the deſign of 


getting his ſecret out of him. For this purpoſe, I watch- 


tinual 
der a 
it is | 
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ed an opportuititly of ſpeaking to him when nobody elſe 
was preſent, and having found it: My Lord, ſaid I, with 
an air of reſpect and affection, may Gil Blas make ſo 
free as to aſk his maſter one queſtion? Speak, anſwered 


he, you have free liberty. What 1s become,” reſumed - 


I, of that tranquillity that uſed to reign in your Excel- 
lency's countenance? Have you no longer the afcen- 


dant you had once got over your fortune ? -Does your 


loſt favour raiſe freſh uneaſineſs in you? Are you again 
plunged in that abyſs of chagrin, from whence your vir- 
tue extricated you? No, thank heaven, anſwered the 
miniſter, my mind is no longer taken up with the 


thoughts of the part I acted at court; and I have for e- 


ver forgot the honours that were there ſhewn me. If 
then, replied I, you have the reſolution to baniſh it from 
your memory, wich have you the weakneſs to give your- 
ſelf up'to a melancholy that makes us all very uneaſy? 
What is the matter with you, my dear maſter? eontinu- 
ed I, throwing myſelf at his feet: you have certainly 


ſome ſecret chagrin, which preys upon you: can you 


entruſt Santillane with it, with whoſe diſcretion, zeal, 
and fidelity, you are ſo well acquainted? How have I 
been fo unhappy as to loſe your confidence? 5 
You poſſeſs it ſtill, ſaid my Lord; but I muſt own to 
you that I am not fond of revealing, even to you, what 
is the cauſe of the melancholy wherein you at preſent 
ſee me buried: nevertheleſs, I'cannot reſiſt the entrea-/ 
ties of ſuch a ſervant and friend as you. Hear then 
what is the occaſion of my preſent uneaſineſs; it is on- 


ly to Santillane that I can reſolve to entruſt a ſecret-of 


this nature. Yes, added he, I am a prey to a gloomy 
melancholy, which ſhortens my days inſenfibly : I con- 
tinvally-ſee before me a ſpectre, that appears to me un- 
der a moſt dreadful form: in vain do I tell myſelf that 
it is vue an illuſion; a phantom that has no reality in 
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it; its conſtant appearance offends my ſight, and di "3M * 


my mind. If I have reſolution enough to be convin- 


ced that in feeing this apparition I ſee nothing, I am 
This. is 
what you have obliged me to tell you, continued he; 
judge now whether I am to blame for concealing from | 
fortin 
in his 
ly ha 
life. 


ſtill weak enough to be afflicted at this viſion. 


all the word the occaſion of my melancholy. - 

I heard, with as much grief as aſtoniſhment, ſo furpri- 
fing an account, which argued a diforder in the pericra- 
nium. My Lord, ſaid I to the miniſter, does not that pro- 
ceed from your hving too ſparingly? for you are-tem- 
perate to an exceſs, I thought fo at firſt, anſwered he; 


and to try whether it was owing to my diet, I have eat- 
en more than uſual for ſome days paſt; but all in vain, 


the phantom does not diſappear. I will oblige it to diſ- 
appear, replied I, and if your excellency would divert 


yourſelf a little by playing with your faithful ſervants, F 
I will anſwer for it you will ſoon be delivered from thoſe 3 


gloomy vapours. 


Not long after I had this diſcourſe with ray Lord, he N 
fell ſick; and finding it would be a ſerious affair, ſent 0 


to Madrid for two notaries to draw his will. He alſo b 
ordered three famous phyſicians to be brought, who had 
the reputation of ſometimes performing a cure. When 


the news of the arrival of the latter was known in the 
| houſe, nothing was heard therein but mourning and la- 


mentations; the death of our maſter was looked upon 


almoſt as certain, ſo much were they prejudiced againſt : 


thoſe gentlemen. They had brought with them an a- 


pothecary and a ſurgeon, the ordinary executioners of 
their preſcriptions: they ſuffered the notaries firſt to dil- Þ 
patch their buſineſs, after which they prepared themſelves 
As they were of the ſame | 


likewiſe to diſpatch theirs. 
way of thinking as Dr. Sangrado, at the very firſt con- 
pc they ordered copious and frequent bleeding: 


ſorro\ 
his.d( 
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J inſomuch chat, in fix days, they reduced the Count · Duke 
to extremity, and on the ſeventh freed him from his 
ſpectre. 

After the death of this miniſter, a lively and Gncere 
ſorrow reigned throughout the caſtle of Loeches: all 
his domeſtics greatly bewailed his loſs: far from com- 

1 forting themſelves with the certainty of being included 
in his will, there was not one who would not willing- 
ly have renounced his legacy, to have reſtored him to 
life. For my part, I who had been his confident, and 
who had devoted myſelf to him purely out of regard for 
him, I was yet more ſorry than the reſt; I dare almoſt 
arm that the Count-Duke's death coſt me as _— tears 
as that of my beloved ſpouſe. 
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; y hat paſſed at the Caſtle of Loeches after the Doath of 
3 the Count-Duke, and what Courſe Santillane took, 


3 


 Greeable to the directions of the Count · Duke, he 
| vas interced, without pomp, or noiſe, in the con- 
vent of Dominican nuns, to the muſic of our lamenta- 
tions. Afﬀeer the funeral, the Counteſs d'Olivarez cau- 
F1 ſed the will to be read to us, with which all the ſervants 
had reaſon to be pleaſed. Every one had a legacy pro- 
Y portionable to his place, and the leaſt was two thouſand 
I crowns. Mine was the largeſt, my Lord leaving me 
ten thouſand piſtoles, to ſhew his ſingular regard for me. 
Neither did he forget the hoſpitals; beſides which, he 
s founded annual maſſes to be ſaid, for the repoſe of his 
e MJ 1oul, in ſeveral convents. | 

- WM The Counteſs d'Qlivarez ſent all the ſervants to Ma- 
: W Grid, to receive their legacies from the ſteward Don 
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Raymond Caporis, who had orders to pay them forth- 


with: but I could not ſet out with them; a violent fe- 
vet, occaſioned by my grief, detained me about a week 


at the caſtle. 


During that time, the Dominican friar 


ſtaid conſtantly with me: this reverend father had ta- 


ken a liking 


fare, he enquired, when he ſaw me recovering, what | 
5 2 7 , 


employment 


to me, and intereſting himſelf in my wel- 


I intended now to follow? I do not know, 


good father, anſwered I, not being yet come to a reſo- 
lution with myſelf upon that head: ſometimes I am 
tempted to ſhut myſelf up in a cell, and do penance. 
Happy thoughts! cried the Dominican; Signior de San- 


tillane, you would do well to take advantage thereof: I | 


would adviſe you, as a friend, without ceaſing for that 
to be a layman, to retire into our convent at Madrid, 
to become a benefactor to it by the gift of all your e- 
ſtate, and there to end your days under the habit of St. 
Dominic: numberleſs are the people who atone for a 
wordly life by ſuch an end. | 
In the diſpoſition of mind I was then i in, the ſriar's 
12776 was not difagreeable to me; and I anſwered his 
Reverence, that I would conſider of it: but, having con- 
ſulted Scipio thereupon, whom I ſaw not long afterwards, 
he inveighed againſt this deſign, which ſeemed to him 
the whim of an infane perſon, Fie upon it, Signior de 


Santillane, faid he, can ſuch a retirement be. agreeable IF court; 


call h. 


to you? Does not your ſeat at Lirias offer you a more 
pleaſing ſolitude? if it formerly delighted you, you will 
reliſh the ſweets of it yet better now, when you are of 
an age more proper for taſting the beauties of nature. 


My confident found it no difficulty to bring me o- 


ver to his opinion: You have got the day, my boy, ſaid 
I, from the Dominican friar; I ſee plainly, in effect, that 
I ſhall do better to return to my ſeat; I will ſtick to that 


reſolution. 


We will depart for Lirias as ſoon as I am 


: habita 
11 reta 
J behol: 
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able to bear travelling; which fatigue I was ſoon fit to 
undertake; for, no longer having a fever, I was ſtrong 
enough, in a ſhort time, to begin my journey, We 
went then to Madrid, Scipio and I; but the fight of 
that city no longer gave me the ſame pleaſure as former- 
ly. As I was ſenſible that the greateſt part of the in- 


-  habitants abhorred the memory of a minifter, of whom 
11 retained the moſt tender remembrance, I could not 
behold it with a good eye: accordingly, I remained there 
but five or fix days, which Scipio employed in 1 making 
J preparations for our departure to Lirias. Whilt e was 
J buſy about our equipage, I went to Caporis, who gave 


me my legacy in doubloons, I faw alſo the receivers of 


the cammanderies, upon which I had penſions, and took 


oF, 


orders with them for the payment thereof. In ſhort, I 


put all my affairs in order. 


The evening beſore my departure, I aſked Scipio, if 

he had taken leave of Don Henry? Yes, replied he, 
ve parted this morning good friends; he told me, how- 
ever, he was ſorry for my departure; but though he was 


pleaſed with me, I was not ſo with him. It is not e- 


I nough for the valet to pleaſe the maſter, the maſter mult 
4 likewiſe be agreeable to the valet, otherwiſe. they will 


f TTY 


1 


not live upon very good terms together. Beſides, con- 
tinued he, Don Henry makes now but a ſorry figure at 
court; they point at him in the ſtreets, and no longer 


call him any thing but the Son of the Genoeſe; Judge 
Y whether it ſuits a lad of honour to ſerve a man that is 
diſgraced. 


We departed at laſt from Madrid, one fine morning 


a Chaiſe, drawn by two mules, and driven by a poſtili- 
on; three he-mules, laden with our baggage and caſh, 
and led by two grooms, followed immediately after; clin 


at ſun- -riſe, and took the road to Cuenca in the follow 
ing order and equipage. My confident and I were in 


; 
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I! dame two ſtrong valets, choſen by Scipio, mounted up Aft 
on two mules, and armed from head to foot: the groom; daug 
| likewiſe had hangers by their ſides, and the poſtilion had the 
a pair of good piſtols at the pommel of his ſaddle. Wa, ſet e 

| being ſeven men, fix of whom were very courageous, teel, 

| ſet out chearfully on my journey, without being in the {bar 
7 leaſt afraid of my legacy. In the villages through which 2 li 
| we paſſed, our he-mules proudly rung their bells; at but 

the ſound of which, the peaſants ran out to their doors, 8 
| | to ſee our equipage paſs by, which they thought to be ent 
= at leaſt that of a nobleman, | on his road to take poſſeſſi 2 hi 


KH on of a vice- royalty. | 1 
| eo witl 
ebe I 
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| amc 

Santillane arrives at Lirias; his Joy to find Seraphina® his 

his God-Daughter marriageable. He becomes enamour I to 

ed of another Lady. ] phir 

DID not arrive at my eſtate till a fortnight after ” 

my departure, I having nothing upon my hands toſl 3 

cauſe my taking longer journeys; all I defired was tc g #4 

get there ſafely, and my defire was granted. The fight va 

of my houſe dejected me at firſt, by bringing Antoni, C 

into my mind afreſh: but I knew very ſoon how to drive Wy 

this from my memory, being reſolved only to give way .-1., 

to ſuch ideas as would pleaſe me; beſides that, two and ally 

twenty years, which had elapſed fince ſhe had been of £ 

ſnatched from me, had very much weakened my paſſion f „g. 

for ber. : x vel! 

When I entered my houſe, Beatrice and Vt davghÞ} wh 


ter-came to ſalute me, with a reſpectful air; after which xx. - 
the father, mother, and daughter, flew into each other“ 
arms, with tranſports of joy that gave me vaſt pleaſureſſi v 


After ſo many embraces, I ſaid, looking on my god- 


daughter very attentively: Is it poſſible this ſhould be 
the little Seraphina, whom I left in the cradle, when I 
ſer out from Lirias? How happy am I to ſee her ſo gen- 
teel, and ſo pretty! we muſt think of getting her a hu- - 


ſband. How! my dear god-father, cried ſhe, bluſhing 
a little at my laſt words, you have been in my company 
but a moment; and are you already endeavouring how 
to get rid of me? No, child, replied I, it is not our in- 
tention to loſe you by marrying you; we would have 
a huſband who ſhould enjoy you, without taking you 
away from your parents, and ſhould live in a manner 
with us. | | 


Juſt ſuch a one now offers, dads Beatrice; 2 


gentleman of this country accidentally ſaw Seraphina in 
the chapel belonging to this bamlet, and has become en- 
amoured of her. He has been to ſee me, has declared 
his paſſion, and aſked my conſent. If you had it, faid 
I to him, you would be never the better for it; Sera» 
phina will be ruled by her father and god-father, who 
alone have the power of diſpoſing of her; all T can do, 
is, to acquaint them with your intention, which is an 
honour to my daughter. In effect, gentlemen, purſu- 
ed ſhe, it is what I was juſt going to write to you; but 
you are now returned, and may ac as you pleaſe in it. 


Of what character, pray, ſaid Scipio, is this gentle 


man? Is not he, like moſt of his rank, proud of his gen- 


tility, and inſolent to thoſe who are but plebeians? Re- 


ally, anſwered Beatrice, he is not in the leaſt of that wa 
of thinking; he is a young man, perfectly good- natu- 
red, and well-bred; moreover, he is genteel, and not 
yet thirty years of age. You give us, faid I to Beatrice, 
an amiable deſcription of this cavalier; what is his name ? 
He is called Don Juan de Jutella, replied Scipio's wife: 
it is not long ſince he came to his eſtate, by his father 8 
Vor. IV. K 
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kingdom of Valencia. 


an excellent character. 


death, and __ lives at his Coo: about a league diſtant- from 


this place, with a liter, not ſo old as him, who is un- 
der his care. 1 have formerly heard this gentleman's 
family mentioned, replied I; it is one of the beſt in the 
I pay leſs regard to gentility, 
cried Scipio, than the accompliſhments of the mind and 
underſtanding; and this Don Juan will anſwer our ut- 
moſt wiſhes, if he is an honeſt man. He is eſteemed 


ſuch, ſaid Seraphina, joining then in the diſcourſe; the 


people of Lirias, who are acquainted with him, give him 
At theſe words of my god- 
daughter's, I looked upon her father with a ſmile; who, 
having taken notice of them as well as me, coneluded 


that this lover pleaſed his daughter. 
Aſſoon as this Hidalgo knew of our arrival, he * 
ſtened to my ſeat. 
from contradicting, by his preſence, what Beatrice had 
reported to us concerning him, he imprinted in us a 


He gracefully accoſted us, and, far 


great opinion of his merit. He told us, that, as a neigh- 
bour, he came to congratulate us on our ſafe return in- 
to the country; we gave him as kind a reception as 
poſſible: but this viſit was purely out of good manners, 
and paſſed away entirely in compliments on both ſides; 
for Don Juan, without mentioning a ſyllable about Se- 
raphina, took his leave; only deſiring, we would allow 
him to vifit us again, and take advantage of a neigh- 
bourhood, which he foreſaw would be very agreeable to 
him. When he was gone, Beatrice ſaid, Well, gentle- 
men, what is your opinion of this cavalier? 


ſwered, that he had prepoſſeſſed us in his favour, and 
we believed fortune could not offer us a. better match 
for Seraphina. | 

I went out the next aſternoon with Scipio to return 
the viſit we owed Don Juan: we took the road to his 
ſeat, conducted by a guide, who after three quarters of 


We an- 
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an 4 riding, ſaid, Signior Don Juan de Jutelſh 


lives in that ſeat. We looked round on every fide, ' 


but could perceive no houſe; neither did we diſcover 
it, till we were Juſt upon it; for it was ſituated at the 
foot of a hill, and in the midſt of a wood, whoſe lofty - 
trees concealed it from our fight. It had a very an- 
tient look, and was much out of repair, which was a 
greater ſign of the antiquity of the owner's family, than 
of his riches. Nevertheleſs, when we entered the 
houſe, we found the decay of 'the building made a- 
mends for, by the ſumptuous manner in which it Was 
furniſhed. | | 
Don Juan received us in a gentest lava) hw 
he preſented us to his ſiſter Dorothea, a young lady who 
appeared to be about twenty years old. She was dreſ- 
ſed handſomely, becauſe, having expected our viſit, 
ſhe had a mind not to be thought diſagreeable by us; 
and appearing before me with all her charms, ſhe made 
the ſame impreſſion upon me as Antonia; for the fight 
of her diſconcerted me a little; but I concealed it ſo 
well, that even Scipio himſelf did not obſerve it. Our 
converſation turned, as it did the preceding day, upon 
the mutual pleaſure we ſhould take in frequently viſit- 
ing each other, and living together like good neigh- 
bours. He was ſtill filent with regard to Seraphina z 
neither did we ſay any thing that might induce him to 
declare his love, being willing to let him come to that 
point of his own accord. During our converſation, I 
frequently ſtole a glance at Dorothea, although I affec- 
ted to look at her as ſeldom as poſſible; and every time 
my eyes met hers, they pierced my heart with ſo many 
freſh wounds. I muſt own, however, to do juſtice to 
this amiable fair one, that ſhe was not a compleat beau- 
ty: if her ſkin-was like ſnow, and her lips excelled the 
coral: 1 in redneſs, her noſe was rather two long, a and her 
K 2 | 
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eyes too little: nevertheleſs, her figure ne tran· 
ſported me. 


In ſhort, I did not go from Jutella s as I came this 


ther; but returning to Lirias wholly taken up with the 


thoughts of Dorothea, I talked of nothing but her. 
How! my dear maſter, ſaid Scipio, looking on me with 
furpriſe, you are mightily taken up with Don Juan's 
filter! Ought J to think that ſhe has inſpired you with 
love ? Yes, friend, replied I, and I blufh for ſhame at it. 


O Heavens! I, who ſince Antonia's deceaſe, have ſeen 


numberleſs aries with indifference, muſt I meet one 
to charm me at my age, without being able to make 


any reſiſtance? Well, Sir, reſumed my ſecretary, the 


adventure ought to give you pleaſure rather than pain; 
you are {till of an age wherein it is not at all ridicu- 


lous to be ſuſceptible of love; and time has not yet ſo 


much wrinkled your forehead as to deprive you of all 


hopes of pleaſing: the firſt time you ſee Don Juan, I 


would adviſe you to aſk him boldly for his ſiſter; he 
cannot refuſe her to ſuch a man as you; and beſides, 
if he inſiſts upon none but a gentleman marrying Do- 
rothea, are not you one? You have got a patent that 
ennobles you, which is all that your poſterity require; 
when time ſhall have ſpread over that patent the thick 
veil with which ſhe covers the origin of all families; 
the deſcendants of Santillane will be reckoned amongſt 
the moſt noble, four or five generations hence. 


— 9 9999 
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T HE 


A touble . is celebrated at Lirias, with which 
the Hiftory and Adventures of Gil Blas de Santillane 
conclude, 


Y bremer ben brought me ſo great a lengthy 
by this and ſueh-like diſcourſe, as to declare 
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myſelf Dorothea's lover, without conſidering he expoſ- 


ed me to the hazard of a refuſal: I could not reſolve 
upon it without fear. Though I did not ſeem ſo old 
as I really was, and might have given myſelf out to 
have been · at leaſt ten years leſs, I could not avoid i- 
magining it reaſonable to doubt of my being able to 
pleaſe a youthful fair one. Atlaſt however I reſolved 
to run the riſk of aſking her, the firſt time I ſhould ſee 
her brother; who, on the other hand, was as uneaſy as 
.myſelf, not being yet certain of obtaining Seraphina. 
I had hardly done drefling next morning, when Don 
Juan appeared before me, ſaying, Signior de Santillane, 


I now wait upon you to talk with you about an impor- 
tant affair. Thus ſaying, I took him into my cloſet, 


where coming immediately to the point: I believe, 


continued he, you are not ignorant of my errand; I 


am very much in love with your god-daughter.; you 
have an abſolute power over her father; 1 beg. you 
would ſpeak to him in my behalf, and aſſiſt me in ob- 
taining the object of my love: let me owe the future 
happineſs of my life to you. Signior Don Juan, an- 
ſwered I, as you proceed to the matter in hand at once, 
you will not take it amiſs if I do the ſame; wherefore, 
after promiſing you my good offices with Seraphina's 


father, I deſire yours in my behalf with your ſiſter. 


Don Juan diſcovered an agreeable ſurpriſe at theſe 


laſt words, from whence I drew a favourable. omen. 


And did Dorothea really make a conqueſt of your heart 
yeſterday? cried he. Iam charmed with her, anſwer= 
ed I; and I ſhould think myſelf the happieſt of mor- 
tals, if my addreſſes ſhould meet with both your's and 
your liſter's approbation. You may depend upon it, 
replied he, as ancient as your family is, we ſhall glad- 
ly accept of your alliance. It gives me great pleaſure, 
reſumed I, that you make no difficulty of receiving a 
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plebeian as your brother-in-law; I have a greater regard 
for you on that account, as you ſhew therein your good 
fenſe: but had you been vain enough to have refuſed 
your ſiſter to any one but a gentleman, know that I had 
wherewithal to have ſatisfied your pride. I have been 
employed twenty years under the prime miniſter; and 
the King, in return for the ſervices I have done the 
ſtate, has been ſo good as to recompenſe me with a 
patent to ennoble me, which I ſhall immediately ſhew 
you. Thus ſaying, I took it out of a drawer where 1 al- 
ways had it locked up, and gave it to Don Juan, who 
attentively peruſed every line of it, with vaſt pleaſure. 


Tt is ſufficient, ſaid he, returning it to me, Dorothea is 


yours: And you, 3 I, FP depend upon having 
Seraphina. 

Having thus reſolved upon theſe two matches, no- 
thing now remained but to know whether our future 
ſpouſes had any objections; for Don Juan and. myſelf 


being equally delicate upon that head, did not mean 
That gentleman, 


to have them againſt their wills. 
therefore, returned to his caſtle, in order to propoſe me 
to his ſiſter; and I had a conference with Scipio, Bea- 


trice, and my god-daughter, to acquaint them with the 


converſation J had juſt had with that cavalier... Bea- 
trice was for accepting of him without heſitation, and 
Seraphina ſhewed by her filence that ſhe was of the 
ſame way of thinking: neither did Scipio indeed dif- 
fer much from them upon that head; but-ſeemed a lit- 
tle uneaſy about what fortune he ſhould give te a gen- 


tleman, whoſe caſtle was in ſuch a ruinous condition. 


I preſently filenced him upon this head, by telling him 


that was my province; and that I would make my god- 


daughter a preſent of four thouſand piſtoles for her dow- 
ry. 
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Your affairs, ſaid I, go on ſwimmingly; I wiſh mine 
may be in no worſe a way. They are likewiſe on an 
excellent footing, anſwered hez I had no need to em- 
ploy my authority. to obtain Dorothea's conſent; ſhe 
admires your perſon, and commends your behaviour : 
you was afraid of not being agreeable to her, and ſhe 
dreads, with more reaſon, that having nothing to pre- 


ſent you with but her heart, and her hand Theſe 


will ſatisfy the utmoſt of my defires, cried I, interrup- 
ting him, quite tranſported with joy. Since the amia- 
ble Dorothea conſents to join her fate with mine, I de- 
ſire no more; I have riches enow to make us both live 


genteelly, and deſire nothing but ber to render me 


quite happy. 

Don Juan and I, very well fatisfied with having 
brought matters proſperouſly thus far, reſolved, in or- 
der to haſten our nuptials, to ſuppreſs all ſuperfluous 
ceremonies. For this purpoſe, I procured him an in- 
| terview with Scipio and Beatrice; and after they had 


ſettled the conditions of their marriage, he retired, pro- 
© miſing to return the following morning with his fife 


ter. Upon this, my deſire of appearing pleaſing in 
that lady” s eyes made me ſpend. three good hours in 
dreſſing, to look like another Adonis; yet I could not, 
notwithſtanding all my trouble, pleaſe myſelf. Dreſſing 
entertains a young man, who expects to ſee his miſtreſs, 
but it is a perfect toil to one advanced in years. However, 
1] 1 was more fortunate than I deſerved; I ſaw Dorothea a- 
gain, and ſhe received my addreſſes ſo kindly, that I be- 
gan to think myſelf ſtill good for ſomething. I had a 


long tcte-a=tete with her, and was charmed with her tem- 


per and wit; which made me conclude, that by a good 
behaviour, and being very complaiſant, I might be- 
come a beloved huſband. Poſſeſſed with ſo pleaſing a 
hope, I difpatched a courier to Valencia for two law- 
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yers, who drew up. the marriage articles; after which 
we had recourſe to the curate of Paterna, who waited 
upon us at my ſeat, and happily united Don Juan and 
me to thoſe we held deareſt in the world. 

The hymeneal torch has been now twice lighted- by 
me, and I have had no other reaſon than tobe glad for 
fo doing. Dorothea, like a virtuous ſpouſe, delighted 
in her duty; and being ſenſibly affected with my care 
to anticipate all her wiſhes, preſently grew as fond of 
me as if I had been no older than herſelf. My bro- 
ther-in-law: and Seraphina alſo burnt with a mutual ar- 
dour ; and which is not always the caſe, the two fiſ- 
ters-in-law conceived a tender friendſhip and regard 
for each other. I alſo found Don Juan ſo tender and 
real a friend, that I felt a ſincere affection for him, 
which he did not repay with ingratitude. In a word, 
we were ſo fond of each others company, that it cauſ- 
ed us ſome uneaſinefs when we were obliged to part at 
night, though to meet again in the morning. To pre- 
vent this anxiety, we determined to live always together 
in one houſe, which ſhould be one while at. my ſeat, 
and;another at Don Juan's, which, by the aſſiſtance of 
his Excellency's piſtoles, m repaired tor 
this purpoſe. e | | 

Kind reader, I have now lived three. years in this 
delightful manner: and Heaven, to raiſe me to the ſum- 

mit of all earthly bliſs, has granted me two beautiful 
children, of whom I ſincerely believe myſelf the father, 
and with whoſe education I ſhall divert myſelf the re- 
ier of my liſe. 
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